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introduced, and no otlior nt present, it would bo easy afterwards to

introdu{;o indelinite inipiovenients : indeed, Huinc would even j^-row

np IVoni it spontaneouHly."

Tills oxainination, (preliminary to entoriufj;' the University) e(]ual

to the former ('xaniination called " rc^sponsions," is recomniendefl lor

the purpose of allowing' the introdiu lion of scientilli- Ktudies during'

the lust year of tlu; course, without diminishing- the classics and
mathematics heretofore re(juired.* After this preliminary examin-
ution, and then after a sccoml oxaminatit»n (heretofore the first)

called responsions, but more strict ; and then after a third I'ublic

Examination, called the InternuMliate Examination, and to be pas-

Bed during' the third year, (the hij^h character" of which has been
shown in a precediii<;' letter) the Oommissiuners recommeml that

8tud(Mits, after having- given satisfactory evidence of classical

knowledge at the Intermediate Examination, be allowed a choice of
Htudies in the following- subjects or "schools," as they are tei-hni-

cally termed, namely—" Tlieology
;

Mental Philosophy and I'hi-

lolog-y ; Jurisprudence and Ilisti^y, including Political Economy
;

Mathemaiical and Physical Science." The samj choice of studies

is recommended to be allowed at Cand)ridge,f after the students

have passed what is there called the Previous Examination, and
which corresponds to the "Intermediate Examination at Oxford,

and which is made as high as the former examinatioji for a degree,

as I have shown in a preceding letter.

It will thus bo seen that the mode of introducing studies of mod-

• In the calendar of Trinity College, Toronto the following regulations are

given in i-egard to scientilic Htudies :

"In addition to the Matiieinatical Lectures for the degree of B.A., students of
the second and third years are re(iuired to attend a Course of Lectures on Ujjties,

Astronomy, Sound, and tiie Theory of Light [jojmlarl}- treated. Tlie course
will extend over two years, and the Lectures will be given in the Michaelmas
and Lent Terras. Students of the third year will also be recjuired to attend
during the Easter Term a Course of Lectures on Fortification. Questions on
all these subjects will be introductsd (m the examination for B. A.

" Students of the second year Mill be required to attend a course of Lec-
tures on Surveying during the Easter Term, and (piestions on the subject will

be introduced into their examination at the end of the Term.
" The Lectures on General and Organic Chemistry have particular reference

to Agricultural Chemistry
; those on Experimental Philosophy to Heat, Elec-

tricity, Light in its Relation to Chemistry, and Photography.
" Lectures on Physiology in its relation to Natural Theology. Attendance on

these Lectures is re(iuired of Students of the third year, and the subject is

added to the subjects in the Annual Examination of that year.

f The introduction of the choice of studies during the latter part of the
course at Cambridge, and the permission of oi)tions in several subjects of Moral
and Natural Science, was a concession to a popular demand. But the result

has not been as successful as had been anticipated. One of the writers of the
Cambridge Essays for 1855, say.s—"These new regulations, though framed to
meet the spirit of the age, have failed in producing any practical change. The
curriculum has been extended, but no one will enter for the new races. The
Moral and Natural Triposes present, year after year, a singular spectajlo

—

more examiners than examinees. The experiment, in the opinion of even
thoae most anxious that it should be tried, is admitted to be a failure." •


