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allolod, bnt opening' out uvw (ioldsof oiitorprisc, and ostalilisliini;-

new oontros of industry, wIuti; iivo yoiirs before^ existed desoliHe

and uninliahited wilds. iv,t'ry mine i/|)on(!d on tiie South shore

(d' Jjako Superior, b(Uiotits us on aeeount (»(' our i;('oura])hie;d po-

sition ; and whatever nuiy he said of the [irospeetivt' wealth and
iui[)0i'tanee of tluit (fxt(Misive mineral reirion of our Uiuuhlmiir '^

may ))e said witii e((ual eoulideiu-e of our own. .^o witli respect

to every atklitional acre eultivate<l in Iowa or .Minnesota ; it adds

its ndto to the tratfu; whi(di is lillin'.r to e\(;ess (^vei'v avenue of

eoniniunieation we have o|)ened lutween the west and east ; and
our future' dilliculty will he to keep piee with liie increase of

those aeeuinulations wliieh will seek to l)e set in UHiilon from the

connuercial centres of the iKU'th-wcstcrn lake,;.

'•(til! li.\ir-\\'.\V I'OI.ICV.':;-

tt has (tft(Ui been assei'tej that the iioojiraphical ])osition oi'

Canada, ami ]»articularly of the Westc-rn F(>ninsuia, is ot the ut

most value to her future projii'iiss and ]»i'os]H'iity. Jler Jertile

t(!rritory is thrust like a wedu'e into the heart of ;i foreiiii: country

of vast extent and nnetjualled capabilities. Tiu' urowth ot' the

Western States, eoui)lod wrlli their de[>eudancH' upon tlu' east-

ern markets for the consumption of tiieir surplus ])rodu''tion.s.

l.ive.sts all moans of eoniniunieation with ai intei'est proptirtion-

al to the facilitie.s they ulford I'oi" r,i]iid and (die;ip tran>ir. No
wonder then, that tlu! West, seekinu' the l']astiM'n seaboard, should

anxiously endeavour to secure a short route across the ter!iior\,

of (^anada. llenee it is that the throuLih traiKe forms s(; inipon.iiiL

an item in the business of Canadian I'ailways, and is ah\ ays ;!U

object of the hiiihest interest in th<^ projection of our nmv lines.

'Idle nuiin lines, it will be observed, on ins)»ection of the map,

run from frontier to fronti(U', or from the p(/rt of an upj)er to the

port of a lower lake. l>etroit; to iianiilton and Niaiiara river;

(loderieh to Buifalo ; Sarnia to Toronto ; Collinuwood to Toron-

to ; and how fully do tlie returns, of the ureat links of conununi-

eation, wdiich have had a fair trial imlieate the source oi' tie-

support they already receive, and to which they look forward

with inoreasinj.r (.'ontidi'uce. The cajtabilities of the (Jreat Wt.'st-

era liailway are already strained in the endeavour to conduct

^The Canadian -MmaiKic for 1857, p'.iixv '.Mi.


