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rencn between Quebec and Montreal, so that a
vessel drawing 10 feot of water, should be able to

sail, up or down, in any utage of the water. Mr.

Atherton, in 1844, then In the employ of the Pro-

vincial Board of Worka, surveyed Lako St. Peter

MoNxaB&L, Slst October, 1850.

To The Hon. The Board ofHarbor Conuniition'
en a/ Montreal.

GairTLiMaN,—Having aooepted the responsible

and reported in favour of dooponing the present '

trust confided to us, as you- fioard of Knffineers,

natural channel. This wan opposed by the Pro- we, on the receipt o» yourinstructions of the2and

sident of the Board, Mr. Klllaly, who advised the «|»»tant, proceeded to the discharge of the duties

cutting of a new and straight channel. This devolved ou us, as specified m those instruc-

plan being ailnpted, the work was placed under tions. « , , ^ . a
the superintendence of Mr. David Vaughan.- Accompanied by your President and SecreU-

While this work was going on, a strong party ry> experienced Pilots provided, m fact with

sprung up, who opposed the construction of this every facility esssential to the speedy and acou-

straight channel, which they slated would be un- ""ato attainment of our object, we embarked in the

successful, and that at louatWM) feet of a breadth, *teamer Richelieu that afternoon for Sorel—

at Its upper end, would bo requlred-that for the! where we liwl the pleasure to be joined by Mr.

purposes of the trade, its very straightness was Logan and Captain Armstrong, and early the

on objection, &o. An outlay of some $320,000 1
"ext day, (Wednesdav, Mrd^ reached our mam

had been mnde in this new channel, wi.en the Go- fi«W of operations Lako St. Peter.

vernment,on the Reports of a Committee from '

Under favorable auspices, the calmness and

the House of Assembly, stopped the work in 1840. 1 clearness of the weather, and consequently,

We would refer you to the ReporU of Mr. Ather- snwothness of the Lake, we commenced soundings

^ton.Mr.Young.theCommitteeofthoHousoofAs- w'h a pole graduated to feet and inches, and

«8embly, Captain Bayfleld.and CepUin Boxer,R.N. maklnp such other survevs, examinations and ob-

The dL peniiig of Lake St. Peter, and the im- sorvations, as, in our judjjment, would suifice to

provementofthei.avigation.botween this City and disclose with sufficient minuteness, all the facts,

Quebec, is now placed under our control, and we' to enable us as you desire, " to at -re at a cOm-

*luive called on you, as gentlemen of experience In prehensive result, and to give you such a report,

•Vour profession, to examine fully, into the whole with reasons for our opinions, as shall have weight

matter, and report to us, the best means, of offec- with those, who may desire to be convinced of

tually opening a channel, of 16 feet in low water, tjieir correctness, before advancing the necessary

.between this place and Quebec, as well as the cost f"n<l« to complete the work.

Jtofopening a channel of 13 feet, 14 feet, and 15 feet. .
1st—To ascertain the nature and character of

We have placed at your disposal, two Branch the materials forming the Bars and Flats which
obstruct the navigation of the River and Lake,
frequent borings were made, and specimens pre-
served for analysis by Mr. Logan, to whose com-
munication on the subbject (hereto appended) we
would respectfully refer you ; and from the tenor
of which it may be confidently assumed, that the
flats of the Lake are an alluvial deposit of a very
fiue claj 'ightly intermixed with sand, formed by
the river drifts of the St. Lawrence, and its sub-
sidiary arms, which meander through the ishtnds

and debouche, at the head of the Lake, together
with the lateral tributaries, the Rivers Yamaska,
St. Francis, and otlievs of less capacity.

It may be inferred, as experL-nce has proven.

''Pilots, Messrs. David Bouillie, Branch Pilot, No
2, Zephirin Mayrand, do. do., on whose state-

ments you can rely, and who are practically ac-

^quainted with the towing of vessels, and the vari-

^ous channels and p'accs which require dredging.

A steamer is placed at your disposal, and you
,,will be supplioci with boats, or whatever else you

^. may require in the survey.

The forgoing remarks we believe embrace the.

Slain facts, and as you are now acting as our
^

loard of Engineers, without and entirely uncon-
j

nected, with local interests or prejudices, we bo-

'

lievo you will be enabled to arrive, at a compre-
hensive result, and give us such a report, with

I •
. , /. l j > •

yonrreasonsforyoiu-opinious,asshallhavewelght that material of such description is easily exci-

wilh those who may desire to bo convinced of |

vated by dredging and the use of the bar- - f

;

their correctness, before advancing the necessary »"« yet its consistency is such, that it does. ..ot

, funds to complete the work : this latter remark, seem from previous excavations, to have silted

is the more necessary, from the conflicting views "P i
obvious, however, would be the necessity of

.; which exist on the subject. |

concentrating the several currents, as far as

I Wo are happy to say that W. E. Logan, Esq.,
i

Practicable, into one Channel, thereby materially

Provincial Geologist, a gentleman of great emi- aiding further excavations, and as a permanent

; nence in his profession, mil accompany you, in the security agmnst a re-deposit of obstructions once

hope that he may be of service in aetermining the removed.

character and age of the deposite in Lake St. Peter. 2nd.—We proceed to state the direction and

We are. Gentlemen, yours very respectfully, character of existing Channels, comparing the

(Signed) John Try, Chairman, soundinjjs and the velocities of currents, of the
" Jons YouNo. O'd and New Channels with each other as deter-

" Louis Makchand. mined by ourselves, and also by Captain Bayfield,

To General McNeil, Captain Child", ) "
' R.N., and others.

and C. S. Ozowski, Esq. )
'"*'. '^^'-'ts under this head are summarily exhi-

. Board 0/ Engineerito Examine a»d Survey TM' St. Peter, bited in the following Table:—

I

ober, 1850.

;o, it wu d«-
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the 8t Law.


