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The very adherence to the treaty on the part of France, muft be a breach of the funda-

inntal principle of it ; viz. peace to America. There is noevafion from this dilemma.

i. the court of France rclinquilhes the treaty of alliance, the Gordian knot is untied;

If they refufe, It is cut.

So much for this treaty of eventual alliance. But we are not upon folid ground yet.

Minifters are groping and undermining {lill. The Parliament fhall not confent. Tax-

ation is gone; legidation is gone-, the aft of navigation (to my bitterefl; regret) is fur-

rendered. But Minifters have ftill a pretext left. This pretext has not yet received a name.

It is Ibme equivocal creation between dependence and independence, which is obfcurely

and vaguely hinted at, on the part of the Commiffioners, in all their proclamations and

negotiations with the Congrcls, and fuppofed to be neccflfary to fomething, which they

call an utiicfi of force. This ambiguous thing, v/hen dragged out into day-light, will

prove to be neither more nor lefs than a fcheme to plunge the nation into three or four

more campaigns, at the the additional cxpence of thirty or forty millions, the farther lofs

of thirty or forty thoufand of our fellow fubjedls, the general devaftation of America

to the utmoft ilretch of minifterial rage, and the final objeft, fuppofed to be attaihable

by thefe means, is fliled an uftior} of force. The truth is, that this miott offorce^ which

is infinitely more defireable than the dependence of any one nation upon another, might

be within our reach, if we would adl wifely and confiftently. But our Minifters are

flriving to lead us in this, as they have done in every thing elfe, to the total deftruftion

of the very obje6l which they pretend to purfue. An union of force with any nation, can

only be fecured by obtaining the good will of that nation : and therefore the principles

of a fcederal alliance, founded -ipon mutual affeftion, common intereft, and common
confent, mu^ be the only folid bafis for an union of force. Mutual affeftion and com-

mon intercfts will bind two nations together, to every effeft of an union of force^ whether

they be independent of each other, or one of them dependent upon the other. Obferve

the courfe of the reafoning on the part of the Commiffioners. They fay to America, in

a letter to Congrefs, dated July 13, 1778, " We are not inclined to dilpute with you
" about the meaning of words, but fo far as you mean the entire privilege of the people
" of North America to difpofc of their property, and to govern themfelves without any
" reference to Great-Britain, beyond what is necejjary to preferve that union of force., in

** which our mutual Hifety and advantage confifts, we think fo far their independency is

*' fully acknowledged in the terms of our letter of the tenth of June." The paflage thus

alluded to in the letter from the Commiffioners to Congrefs of the tenth of June, is their

offer " To eftablifti the power of the refpe<5tive legiflatures in each particular fta^e to fet-

*« tie its revenue^ its civil and military cftabliflimcnts, &c." The Commffiioners after this

proceed to ftate argumcntativcly tlic grounds and principles upon which this union offorce

is to be eftablifficd. " In the mean time we aflTure you, that no circumftance will give

" us more liitisfadlion, tlian to find that the extent of our futmc connexion is to bede-

" tcrmined on principles of mere reafon^ and confiderations of mutual interej^y on which

we


