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ipoTtunity of observing, devoid of cultivation. About
nine o'clock, a Chinese boat, which had before been
with the Resolution, came along-side the Discovery,
%vith offers of a pilot, which, however. Captain
King declined, as it was incumbent upon him to
follow his consort. Not long afterwards, we passed
the westernmost of the Lema rocks ; but instead of
hauling up to the north of the Grand Lad rone Isl-

and, as was done by Lord Anson in the Centurion,
we sailed to leeward.

In pursuance of the instructions which had been
given to Captain Cook by the Lords of the Admiral-
ty, it now became necessary to desire the officers

and men to deliver up their journals, and all other
papers they miijht have in their possession, relative

to the history of the voyage. Some degree of deli-

cacy, as well as firmness, seemed to be requisite in

the execution of these orders. Our commanders
could not be ignorant that most of the officers, and
several of the seamen, had amused themselves, in

their leisure hours, with writing accounts of our pro-
ceedings, for the purpose of gratifying their friends,

or for their own private sfttisfaction ; which they
might not wish to have submitted, in their present

ibrm, to the inspection of strangers. On the other

hand, the Captains could not, consistently with the
instructions they had received, leave pai|)ers in their

custody, which, either by accident or design, might
fell into the hands of printers, and thus give

rise to spurious and imperfect narratives of our voy-

age, as might tend to the disparagement of our
l^ours, and, perhaps, to the prejudice of officers,

•who might, though unjustly, incur the suspicion

of having been the authors of such publications.

Captain King, therefore, assembled the Discove-

ry's people on deck, and informed them of the or-

ders that had been received, and the reason which,

in his opinion, ought to induce them to yield a perfect

obedience. He, at the same time, gave them to

understand, that whatever papers they wished not

t^ have sent to the Lords of the Admiralty, should be
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