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"Akl I. Uiit){ri>«il thiitany oouiUry ;)<:•! m«y bi lUinn J

'v>y either f^rly ontlic northw<.Mt coH'<t of \in«>ricH, wf«t-

ward of the Stony niountaiim, xhall. toi;*;tht-i \\ith it< har
l>ora, bayi, and creeki, and the navic^atlenof alt river* with-

in the lamc, be free and open for the term of ten y rarx Irom
the date ol thu fif^natiin; of the pr«!«<>iit convention, to the

Tca«cU, cltixeni, aai! mibjectii of thi- two power*: it belnK
Hell undentood that thi* airreement i« not to tie coBRtriiod

to the prejudice of any claim whirh either of the twohii(b
contracting parties may have to any part of the lai'l noun-

try, rior ihall it l>e talien to att'ect the claims of any other
power or State to any part of the said conntr;; ; the only ob-

ject of the high rontractin*^ purtiex. in thai Vt-spect. beini;

to irarcDt dispute* and ditierences ainoni^ themkelven '

( vuftntivn bfticnn Ihr I'nilid Stat'i an-l Grtat Urileiri.

ligmed at lA»idon. tlu^utl U, IH.'T.

"Aht. I. All the provinions of thu third article i>f the con-
vention coacludud betwifen thi; I'nited MtDtcH of America
and bin Majeaty the King of the United Kingilom of irrent

Britain and Ireland, on tne -Mth of October, IHI8, Nhall be,

.lad tbey are horebv, further indetinilely extended and con-
tinuod in force, in the .samt- manner aa if ail the provinion*
«if the said article were herein specifically recited.

"Akt. 'i. It shall be competent, however, to either of the
contracting parties, in case eit* ? r should think lit. iit iiny

time after the 'iOth October, \»iH, on giviiif^ due notice of

twelve monthii to thu other contrni'tinK p^rty, to annul and
iiibr«Kate this eonvention: ard it shall, in xuch ra«*', hf ac
rvrdin^ly entirely annulled and abrogated, alter the exp^ra-

tic a of the said tei-ro of notice.

/Art. 3. Nothing contained in thi:< convention, or i'l thu
third article of the convention of thi- 20tli October, I8IS,

hereby continued in force, shall be construed I.> impair, or
m any manner ati'ect, the claims which cither >if Ibi- cou-
tractinij narties may have to any pait ol tb>- cuuntiy west-
ward ot tnc Stony or llocky mo>intaiiiK.''

If she bad no right to it then, she ccruiinly has
none now. Yet she pretends to the sovereignty in

Oregon. If (said Mr. Y.) I had douhtx as to our
title to Oregon, i would have gone to the corres-

ytondence of Mr. Calhoun with the British minister,

whicii was marked by his usual al>iiity, and was
conclusive beyond n reasonable doul)t. And not

still fully convinced, (said Mr. Y..) I would have
resorted to that of the able and distinguished Secre-

tary of State, who has placed it beyond the possi-

bility of doubt.

I venture to say that there is not one individual

in a thousand, who has read that correspondence,

that is not convinced by it. It is po.ssible, that by
blunders in negotiations in former propositions to

ompromise, this government may have give up a

part of the territory.

I ask why this line of 49 is proponed' Where is

the claim or title that fixpN that line as the true

boundary.' Or where is the plausible reaaun given
by Great Britain for the Columbia as the proper
and true boundary.' There is none, sir, that i have
heard offered, except that two preceding adminis-
trations had offered to compromise at 49, and that

therefore we were in good faith bound to accept it

now, if oflfered. To that I have only to remark,
that if our title to the country was clear and indis-

putable, the government had no right or authority to

<-ede it away; anda.<i the proposition was rejected

by England, and withdrawn by the President, we
are ne>tner honorably or equitably bound now to

accept it if •flTcred. Our title to Oregon is not weak-
ened by the offer or rejection. I am sure the Pres-

ident will nA renew the proposition; and if it should
bi^ made by (ireat Britain, I have confidence enough
in the administration and the Senate to believe that

ihf. interests and honor of the country will be main-
tained.

If we 'riaim by contiguity, or by Spanish title,

there in no reason for settling nt 49^, or at the Co-
lumbiu river, save on piinciple of compromise mere-
ly; there can be no other ground for .selecting that

line. I tell gentlemen now that they may settle thi

boundary, but they never will unless they give this

notice; every thing depend.s upon it. Give the no-
tice, and you will settle your boundary; neglect to

give it, and you will be begging and supplicating

Great Britain for years to come to do that which
you have a right yourselves to do, without giving

offence. We might a.') well meet the question now,
and .settle it at once; delay will only endanger the

peace of tlie country.

Mr. Y. said, I now predic, if this notice is not
given, which 1 lieiicve to be a peaceful measure, and
will result in an amicable adjustment of idl our diiR-

culties upon the subject, I tell this committee that

the people at the next election will settle it for them-
.selves; that they will come u{xin you like an ava-
lanche, and demand the whole of Oregon up to 54°
40'. And they will not only extend your laws over
the country, but they will take possession of it even
nt the hazard of a war; and if that policy in pursu-
ed, it needs no prophet to foretell that war is inevita-

ble. Then, I say to the peac< /<ar<t/ in this IIou.se,

and out of it, that to avoid a war you must abro-

But Mr. Camioun did not talk nbout stopping at "^"^ ''i'" .)*""' occupancy, and bring this matter to a

49. Nor has any gentleman who ha.s spoken jn I
close, before the country becomes irritated and an-

liiis debate shown, or endeavored to show, that the \
P/X- The country is already sufficiently excited on

4a'.h is the proper line. The offpr of that parallel ''^'« /]'"'^"«"'
'^"V

''^""«? they reluctantly acq ui-

vas intended, and made, merely in respect to for-
es^ed m the President'.^ offer to compromise at 49°,•-••'•-• i.u«.. ^.,..—.J I...V, —!„.. .^g circumiitances; but

not renew that offer.

^ _ __ ^
.same thing to the Prea-°" ~

" °"
j
idf;nl; I excuse him for making the offer, but he

When 1 came into odlce. I foun.l thi.f to be the state of
. n„jgt ,,01 Jo it again, and shall not with my consent.

;;:;i"u^r';^HtS;:?l:;;:;rr^e'Jo^:it;'be^S:ilwi''.-t
f^^

whether we can now get what we
riiined to any portion of the Oregon territory upon any ' we might have got before. 1 would demand our
inciple ol pulilii- law ri.'coijniscd by nations, yet. in deV- just rights, and then enforce them, peaceably if we

'J> ni>: r"-''lf'-'!^''«rs, and could, forcibly if we must.

rvas intended, and made, merely in respect to for-icsceam tnet-rcsiueni.s oner to

•ner administrations, as is fully and fairly .stated by I '^^K excused him, under the

:\!r. Polk, as will be better understood by reference ^'^«y ""^^
If;^'

^'''^^ X"" ,"»^^' "«'

ho the following extract from his message. i

.
.
^ ^"^. ^'"'"S <". I^V V^<=

'^^}^.

•fuce to whiit liaci Iiceii .one bj my pre.lecesiiors, and
lieeiiilly inounsi'li.'nuion llial pniiio^ilioiis ot eomproniise
A been tlirice made by two precciling a'lmini<=trations, to

i'ust the i|neslion on the parallel of birty-nine ilcgrccs,

I in two oftliem yieldiui; to (ireal Kiitain the fn-c n.ivi-

'lUonoftbe C'oliiinl.Ma. and th:it tin- pt'n>li:i.u° mi^otiation
• I iH'eii comnieiici!il on the basis ofcoinpnwiiis,-. I I'rcnu'.l

'.0 be my duty not iiliniptlv tol'ii-ak it oil. In considcru-
•i, too, th;U under the conventions ol I'JI^i anil IS->7, tbi.'

./ens and subject*: of the two powirs IkI ! n jOint con-
t^py ol tliecountrj , I was in«luced in inanf .luothrr ctt'ort

*«ttle thi^ lone" pending controversy in the spirit ol

Jeraticti wUlv-ij iia^i jrivci) tijrtb to the renewed disru--

i[ui i ii J

When once I ara satisfied <>)' my rights, I will in-

sist upon havinj^ them; and if Great Britain should
Jdecbre war in twenty-four hours, let her doit;

: rather than a pucritke of interesi or honor, let the

]

war come. We have whippo.J hf r twice, and we
' can whip her again.

Mr. Y. said we were told tiia; the question waa
one in which seclional feelings were brought to

bear— that the Wii>t v/tm pressing thi.s matter, as if

she alone was interested. Nut so. sir: the West


