
A Chat nbout Old China and Sheffie/d Plate.

hut we c.miKit all be specialists, nor is it

desirable that we shuulii: f.>r, after all. the most

inttrcstinf; collections arc those which in niin

iatiire are on the lines of our Nation, il Mus-

eums— i.e.,r,pfcsaitntive collections, enibdilyinj^

examples of the varimis factories ami ofdiifcrcnt

periods. It would be a real ple.i^ire to iind

in liie piivate col'.ectii'ns licre a much ottatei

variety than one usually meets witii. l-or

example. 1 cannot recall having seen here a

sini^le .specimen of IUicti Retiro. or St Cloud;

liochst. i-'uKla. or Mennecey. Mousticrs, or

I.oni^ton Hall Yet some of the most fas-

cinatin;4 pieces ever produced emanated from

the>e f.Lcrories. 'I'iie chanj^es here are run^r

too exclusively upon some half do/en well

known vari. ties— Oriental. Chelsea, Derby,

Worcester, Dresden, .'-^evres; but the numerous

other factories, whose products are of abs(irhin;^'

interest and in many c.ises of infinite beauty

arc compar.itive!)' nej^lected.

'Ihe amateur Philatelist does not confine his

St. I up collectinjf to lMi;^'iish or to .Xnierican

specimens, but he aims at making his collection

as d.iverse as the countries .and the i^.Mies

th(inse!\es. We cmnot ad\<'Late such univer-

sality in Ciiina collcctini^s uoiliin'.; ks-. than a

niilH'.naire and a mu>e\nn wouUl suilicc \ux it;

but we should like to see a bettei appreciation

of tiie lesser kn .wm i!;uiies in Cerami^-s; aiu! a

wi'ier acqu.iint.M'Ce with tl'.e»e on. the p.irt of

private CoiU/clors iiere \\. uiil \astU e.diaiice

the \alue ,nul iiitcie^t <>i llu ir collections-


