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'A<ii;

its own iH'li.ilf. .•illd souililcil IK';il ;iftrr |)i-il nf W.'imillL' .'iikI

ciitri'atv ill |i:unnlili'l ;inil ponii; Imt lii>f\is uitc lial)il-

iiallv liM'il nn ih,' avi-At pxiiiciplca ul' Lu\l' ami ^\ Uduin aiul

Virtue, al)-l r ici inns wliicli liecainc so krciilv and irlowiii'zlv

rcali/.rd ill liis own Ihiciirlit tliat of tlicir iulii-rcnt acti\ilv

lie cniild cntrrtaiii un (Imilit. Slicllcv's ;rn'at invt 1i-|ii>cim,

indcrd, licfiirc and li.'t\vi-.>n it- rapid, iii-atiali' liisrlits,

it-Is hack upmi a lia-l- of iiltiinatc and ininiuIal>K' law,

that stern vet kind riirlitness of tliinir- of whieli we liavo

spoken in t!ie Introduelion. There l^ m it liie ' ireek >ens(!

of Fat", tile Itenaissanee seii-e of \\n^ the IJeNolutioll

sense of freedom, the ijonianlic -^elis" of love, the nioileril

sense of -jj i'f"'^ It completes d'NehN'his a^ I'.iiLdand eom-

J)k'tes Clreece, and if it is not as >. nMti\e to cmrent knovv-

k'dtrc as some li.ave wished, it is vei a poem of .astonishinixly

.self-renewinLT inodei'iiitv, lilje.l wiih the ->pi:it of j\lstice,

of lil>"rt\-, an I of I rul!i, - in a woril, of enfranchise.! Keini;.

J 1 1 pi let- is the -vmliol of llindranee, (';r-.iom. '{"ra.lition;

I'ronietheiH, of . \\;iiduin, Fortitud(j. l l iim . uutv; A>ia. of

Loveaiitl lieaulvin Nature; i_)cUiui;"r:-;on, ul' I-Jernal I'"iito.

I'ronietlieus .and ,lupiter prol.au'oni-i .and .ant;iu'<>nisf —

•

!ir" ;is sharpb.' o!)ii"-''d .a-, in more eoneri'te dram.-i. .are

Ilainlet .and Claudiu-. I )tl!ello and 1 e:o. I", '.at rice and ( 'ount

('..•ici, ilid ihi' oppo-il'iin i- far more iniporlani liere Ke-

caUM' il^ i--'ie- .are f^lt to Im' d'ci-iv-e. ^'et the dr.am.ifie

•strni'ture of tlie p.^em is t^\ |e-s value than its eritotion.al

power. the Iruih of its in-tinct, the jjure Ivric fervour

of its utt(a-ance, the (a-ediMe triumph of its irre.at finale.

In the .'sotes th.at follow t]\r eonn'ai'isous with the

I'ronif til' IIS \'itir/ii.< of .l']sch\lus refei' to .Mrs. j'.rowninii'.s

translation, which i-. p rhaps, th most e.a-^ilv aecess-

i!il" to the :iv r.aire student, d'lie ori^in.al te\t and the

a liniraid' versions hv J.S. I'.I:ickie and by l^. H. I'hiinptre

.sliouh! he con-^ult •(!. whenever po.ssiMe,

.\('T I

44 Srrnr. Tlio time referi'iices h(>ri' and in irenoral tliroup;h-

out the pnem are not without their svniholic v.aluo.

•_'. "One." The speaker. Cf. 11. '-W), 274, -VXi.

4.") 9. ' I'A-dess in liat(\'' I'.linded hv hitterness. Cf. hint]

Lrnr. Ill, 1,8. The plirnse modifies '• thou" in 1. 10. It is a

Promethean taunt of t!ie dramatic moment fpiife in k<>epin<i

\vith tlie wonls .iRschvlus makes his hero -<|X>ak to lo con-

cernin'j; /eiis. his persecutor .and her lo\'er:

/,,. ]\\ ulic'ii -hall hi- iiap.a-ial srrptro.1 h.aiid

lie <Mlllilii'>l sn''

'llir'niu:!! liis iilietic (m)iiii,-i'1.-^."

Mrs. Urowninir's transkition, Proiruthdis Bound, 11. SSCv-

88S.


