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III' \'(i'\ ynuii<4 cJiildi'cii. but it, wmild seem tliat tlie

li>\v nitcs of waires coiiipclk'd Mic parcnls in iniuiy

instances ])ractical]y to drive their cliildren into

iliv mines to earn ))y tJieir toil ^mwv '.is. or ,~)s. a
week, fn Scotland also tlie mdtliers wlm were
mainly employed in the rn;uK dr;i<:i:int;' the tubs
on hands ;ind kner.s aloiiu low roa(h took theii'

children with them to help iheni in their drudL;* iv
by ])ushinif the tnbs iVoni behind.

The conditions under which t hest- poor folk

^vorked in those d;iys were bad. If is hoprd that
\\h;d hillows is niil ;i oi-o.ss e.\;!!.'L;crat i<in for it is

based on a cm iid peinsal ol' the Report of t he
C'onimissiotMis ahoxc n fcn-rd |o. It must be
retnenibertd. Iiowiati'. thai the Coininissiom'rs had
in mind a unat evil and lluir rt'port is conse-
(pU'utly coloiu'ed : Ihr fo!lu\\ in^d.senpl ion is not,

however, based solely upon that i-e[)orl l)ut uj)on
other soiu'ces, ]»artieularly tlu' ( vidence ^iven
before the C'onmiiltee which encpured in 1835 iido
the causes of accidents at mines and upon the
.Midland Miiuno- Commission Rej)ort.

Men were em])loyed mainly at the coal-faco in

hewing and piittinp. i.e. cuttini; tlie coal from the
seam and loadinn- it into the tubs. Women were
mainly em])loyed in Scotland. Lancashire^ and
Yorkshire in pulliuir the tu))s from the coald'ace
to tlic shaft and in winding coal l)y hand winches
and in staizes up to the suil'ad'. C'hihlreu wen-
mainly employed in oj)onino' ami closino' the air

{jfates m order to allow the tubs to pass


