
NINTH SERIES OF NOTES.

Distribution of Christ's Royal Power (or Authority) in

the Church.

[364 1 In this group of N^tes we will consider, first, the
two-lold title under which the Church v. verning h^lds Au-
thcrity—and .-*cond, the visible fcuntain-luad and channels
of the same.

First Section:

By the two-fold title of the Positive I)ivin<' and of the
Natural law -Chri-it linparu-d ilis Authority to His Apostles
anil Thoir Successors, Who Constitute the Church Governing.

Ili'lliiitioii :

"Jurisdiction is the ninral priwcr or right of exi-rcising a
variety of functions towards others, of pronouncing judgment
and enforcing obedience" Rydir's Cath. Controv., Qth ed., p.

38). The power of Older means the power of the Church over
the Rial body of our Blcs-.ed Saviour

—

i.e., the power tn
sanctify men by means of the religious rites instituted by our
Lord in (^rder to eommiinicate to mankind the virtue of His
itoning .Sacrifice and the substance of His Deific body and
bio, d. The royal .Sovereignty of the Church, or the power of
Jurisdiction, signifies the power over the Myslicil body of
Jcstis Christ— /.('., the right to rule and govern the members and
subjects of his Church.

SMhjfet-iiiaiicr of .Inrisdiction :

The Jurisdiction of the Church extends over the baptised
exclusively— the unbaptized, being no part of the Body, are
not ruled by the laws of the Body. "For, what have I to do
to judge tl.em that are without * • • F. r them that are
without God will judge:" i Cor. 5' 12, 13.

At the same time, an important truth should not be over-
looked or glos.sed over, in connection with this subject, to-wit

:

Valid baptism being the God-appointed door of entrance
to His one and only Church, it follows that its every recipient
become ifso facfo a child of the one true Church of God, and
remains such until he incurs excommunication, or lapses into


