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THE OUTLOOK FOR LUMBERMEN IN ONTARIO.
Now that the Ontario Governmient bas passed

the restrictive legislation asked for by the lum-
bermen, in aimost tbe exact terms of tbeir re-
quest, and placed tbe saw milI owners of tbe
Georgian Bay on a footing of equality with

'~Micbigan owners of Canadian stumpage, it re-
mains to be seen wbat tbe immediate future of
the lumber trade wili be. The action taken of
preventing tbe export of logs cut from Crown
lands, wbether the license was beld by an Ameni-
can or a Canadian, was one whicb could not well
bave been avoided; it would bave been an ac-
k nowi edgerment of týepe&et, lo'r
mnitted Americans t corne Inert,,v.)ýzQuowv u
forests, raft the logs to tbeir milîs in the United
States free of export duty, wbile our own milis
were ciosed' down, our workmen idle, and tbe
demand iost for ail tbe subsidiary work and sup-
plies required in running a saw miii.

We have neyer yet beard Canadian lumbermen
say tbat tbey were afraid ofany fair competition;
but to quote tbe words of the lumbermen when
before the governmrrent on tbe iotb of Decemrber
Iast, "lunder present conditions of free logs for-
export and a duty Of $2.00 per tbousand feet,
sawing in tbe Georgian Bay for tbe American
market couid not be continued ; the business of
sawing lumber wouid, of necessity, be transferred
to Micbigan." This state of tbings would bave
been establisbed by tbe action of the Dingiey bill.
That famous mneasure, wbicb became tbe law of
tbe United States on tbe 24 tb of July, 1897, bas
been a great disappointment to many of its pro-
moters. When President McKinley was elected
in November, 1896, a determined effort was
made to boom tbe lumber business, and for two
or three weeks great activity prevailed,
especially at Michigan mills on the lake sbore,
shipping out lumber to wbolesale centres ; but
tbe extraneous demand soon collapsed, and tbe
samne dreary listless condition of trade came back
again.

A large trade like that of selling forest products
bas so many ramifications and is subject to so
many different forces, near and remote, tbat tbe
mere passing of a tariff bill is otten a smali factor
in determining the price. Take, for exampie, tbe
Wilson bill, wbicb was passed in 1894 and gave
Canadian lumber f ree entry into tbe United
States ; it was naturaily supposed that it would
be a great boon to Canadian producers ; wbereas

in the years immediately tollowing, lumber, even lation, and flot at ail disposed to make any over-
with the benefit of free entry into that country, tures to their confreres in the United States, but
was sold lower than it had been at any time for rather to meet hostile Iegislation by wbat is
nearly twenty years. The international probiem necessary to protect their own interests. VVe
of the lumber and log trade is flot so difficult a May therefore look forward xvith some com-
matter atter ail. It will be remnemhered that an plaisance to what the future has in store for us,
agreement was reached between Sir John Mac- feeling certain that the ownersbip of forests on
donald and Mr. Biaine in i890, that in considera- this continent is a position of advantage which
tion of the Ametican government reducing their we occupy and should seek carefuliy to retain.
duty on lumber to $i per thousand feet, Canada
would abolisb ber export duty on logs. This DEVELOPMENT 0F OUR EXPORT TRADE.
xvas done by the McKinley bill in tbe United Lumbermen in ail parts of the Dominion are
States and by order-in-council for Canada, and encouraged by the prospects for foreign trade.
the state of things continued until 1894, when Greater attention is now directed to the wood
the American government placed lumber and products of Canada than ever before. This is in
most forest products on their free list. a measure due to the action of the Dominion

When Mr. McKinley xvas eiected President, government in sending speciai trade commis-
with bis bigh tariff policy, tbe lumbermen of tbe sioners to foreign countries to report upon tbe
United States iost no time in dernanding that tbe possibilities of flndîng a nmarket for our goods.
old duty on lumber sbouid be restored ; tbis was Tbese commissioners, almost without an excep-
accompiisbed by tbe Dingley bill îast summer, tion, have reported that they found a general
and no Canadian bas offered an objection, consid- disposition in favor of dealing witb Canada, and
ering it entireiy a matter to be deait with by the that it would require only persistent effort on
United States. But meantime affairs in Micbi- tbe part of our manufacturers to capture a fair
gan had cbanged ; a number of miii owners bad share of tbe trade. The Government and its
cut out their holdings of pine, bad purcbased agents, the commissioners, having fulfihled tbeir
standing tinîber in Canada, and were floating duty, it remains for the manufacturers to profit
over large quantities of logs to supply tbeir milîs. by the advice wbich has been given.
They were naturaiiy afraid tbat now a duty bad Are the lumber manufacturers of tbis country
been again imposed on lumber, the Dominion exerting tbeir utmost efforts to deveiop the
government would revert to their oid poiicy of f oreign trade ? When we say Ilforeign tràde, - wJ
placing an export duty on logs to~ eyn do not include the United States;4 wW-bc,
matters; SO '44tasuttes foUVhiht our nearest nierket, is yet one of tePô"u'_

't out*wit their Slow- satisfactory, owing tb frequ#l
aa 

-

sibie for them to agan lace an export duty on Some might point to t-fct that ourfreg
logs, by adding to tbe duty on lumber tbe trade is increasing annu.l>y as an eviden&e thàt
amount of whatever export duty might be im-_ no opportunities are being neglected. But it
posed by tbe Dominion goverfiment. This was must aiso be said that foreign buyers bave met
intended to work beautifuily, and place the re- tbe manufacturers more than balf way. Were it
malning wbite pine in the Georgian Bay district not for the desire on the part of foreign bouses
entirely at tbeir disposai. Like a great many to secure Canadian lumber, we believe we are
more people, bowever, wbo are too ciever, tbey witbin tbe limit of truth in saying that tbe volume
bave been caugbt in their own trap, and after of our trade in this direction would be of smail-
tbis season's iogs are disposed of, tbey will either er proportions. No united effort on tbe part of
bave to stop cutting or niove their milîs over to lumbermen bas been made to secure accurate
tbe Canadian side. information regarding tbe requirements of many

of tbe markets, and to place tbis information inTbe policy of the Ontario government by th0 ad ftetaegnrly b atclr
wbich the export of logs will be stopped bas the futheads by coe ral aents are nercssari

a p p r o v al~~~~~~~~ o f a l r e m j r tlft e m n f c u e s a c k in g in d e ta ils , a n d s te p s s bo u id b e ta k e nbotb of pine and bardwood. What the effect by tbe manufacturers tbemselves to supplementmay be on future prices it is, of course, difficult tbem.
to foreteli ; meantime common lumber and Miil

cull ofwhie pne avealradyadvnce sufi- Tbe sending of a representative to toreign
cils of wbite pine handve raadance suffi-s countries to study the markets and negotiate
centl t a y tbeh dutyi and giv e Can aian sllest for sipments would probably entail an expendi-
neryasibapric d m er as coldy be in ed at ture greater tban many of our manufacturers
spthrg Gb o d orumbter canie alwa es , id mr e t woud feel disposed to risk. More especialy
etbe ba or in thaes itedf Sitteseruete would this apply to our hardwood manufacturers.
dutywon ig ae is ofda it ie cod n eee A proposition looking towards some united effort
eadood itoa ba beefr prieandinbete ougbt, tberefore, to be considered.

demad tan i ba ben fo yers.Sucb a step was discussed at a recent meeting
It may be said furtber, tbat anytbing that wiil of tbe Furniture Manufacturers' Association ofbelp to curtail the undue baste with wbicb our Ontario. Some of the members pointed out thatforests were being cut down of iate years, and tbey bad already more orders for furniture fromgive tbe younger growtb a cbance to mature, Great Britain than could be turned out in tbeirwill be of permanent benefit to the province. factories, and a committee was appointed to dealWe bave still a large area of untoucbed wbite with tbe matter. It is probable that a largepine, mixed witb hardwoods, wbicb we need be company will be formed to control tbe exportin no burry to cut ; it will ail be wanted and at furniture trade, and that a representative will bea good price. sent to England to promote its interests. Couid
In conversation witb lumbermen generally, we not tbe lumbermen, witb advantage, copy the

find themi quite satisfied witb tbe recent legis- example of tbe furniture men in tbis matter?


