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“Truth is Catholic; proclaim it ever, and God will effect the rest."—BaLMEZ.
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Defence of the Popes of the
Renaissance.
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fIALLAM, RANKE, AND MACAULAY
CALLED TQ WITNESS,
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’% Ta the Catholic \V~rld Mr John J
% 0'Shen takos up for examination na
3 statement made by an anonymous
Enovoelist in Harper's Magazine -
E’ The writer in Harpur's takes the
> {buld step uf blachemiug the characters
- of tbe Pontifis of s whole era in one
2 - ‘grand sweef of his pitch brush. It is
~_of the century in which Joan D Arc
,/:)Ii\’ud and died that this language is
»
. ;lsed:
"} The highest personeges 1o Chrutendom,
”'_.{he Bom:.g Poupu?ﬂ'a.n:fco-regcnt:uo( God,
;%pmqnt;nwca of heaven upun carth, solo
_Authorizsd agents and purveyors of salva
“:fion, only infallible models of human perfec-
Hon, were able to astonish even that infa.
" Hous cra and make 1t «tand aghast at the
*; 3pectacle of their atrocious lives, black with
“*pimsginable treacheries butcherics and
% featialitica.”

This language is conveniently inde-
*nite, inasmuch as it pives nc exact
- imit to enable the investigator to fix
-} as applying to cortain individusls
;. %3 reckiesmess, no less than the
.~ rms in which it is conveyed, defeats
;== H3 own object. It may well be doubt
"' &4 that any one reader of the magazine
;<13 either so ignorant of the truth or so
vulinded by prejudice as to believe that
£the Roman Catholic Church ever
--4§ught the doctrine of tho personal
- impeccability of the Sovereign Pontiff
,Bvery educated person knows that
‘gver and over again bhas it been sol-
.~ ronly aifirmed that human weakness
.53 the common inheritance of the
2 _tzolesiastic and the layman, and no
Popo ever reigned that did not
-, »snfess his human frailties as a peni-
roint just the same as the humblest
: _'?‘j-man iw the Church.

- - It is unquestionably truc that the
* pe3riod spoken of was a critical one for
s ~3ke Church. The gates of hell had
& 2eep long sending forth its legionaries
> andermine the Rock of Peter or
77-43ke it by escalade. Corruption and
- *Jorldiness in many places had resulted
~.Som tho contact of the Charch with
~2he State. There had been o revival
- 7-{ psgan literature and pagan art and
. ¢ys had infected not only the lay
<ind bat penetrated oven e Papal
Z'7yart and the ranks of the higher
-, nolesiestics. TPagan philosophy was
“apd to be a bad yohefellow with
- Z3ristian purity, and tho result of the
27#%ption of the clogant epicureanism
<t he aucients by the higher classes
i3 & loosening of the morals in the
ilgious life ag well e3 the secular.
- powerlul contributory agent to sach
= . 57 jeplorable position was the long
.. ©xdggle ovor tho central anthority.
- %5%n different Popes claimed to be

+ -2z lawful successor of St. Peter the
2733 of men becamo uncertain and
.~ §:x foundations of faith began to
©vozsble.  With tho doubt and distrac-
. - -+ xthat clouded the moral world all
_ s 1 5:528h the long period of the Weatern

s~
R

‘x%3m and the contentions for tho

B

Pl

».2:¢38, it is matter for wonder that
- v vestige of the criginal faith of

>

Chiristianity remamed to transmit the
hight to the succo~ding ages. There
was a mysterious voll over the work
ings of Heaven in the Clurch.

1lallam, the English Protestant
historian, whose roforences to the
Pupacy arv characturiaed by nu spirit
of plnlosophy or charity, but by the
narrowest rancor of a Scottish coven-
anter, does not dare to allege auy such
oxtraordinary crime agaiust any of
the legitimate or pseudo-Pupes as the
writer in Harper's imputes. Only
two of the Popes of that century are
singled out by him for strong animad
version, These are John XXII. and
Alexander VI. I'bo crime whick dis-
tinguished the former, in Hallam’s
cyus, Was avarics, Alviaoder was
tainted with icentious prodigaiity , and
this species of immorality 1n Hallam's
oyes s notuitusorepreLiensible asthe
other. Mo sums up Lis view of the
fifteenth century Fopes by this ivose
and 1ndiscriminate indictment against
the whole body:

‘*Men generally advanced in years and
born of noble Italian families, made the
Papacy sabscrvient to tho elevation of their
kindred or to tho intercat of a local faction.
For such ends they mingled ip the dark
conspiracies of that bad age, distinguished
only by tho more scandalous turpitude of
thoir vices {from the geuy tyraats aod «atn
guers with whom thoy were cnﬁagcd In
the latter part of the £fteenth century,
when all favorable prejudices were worn

away, thoss who occupied the most consp- |

cuous station in Europo dis their
oams by tha moust noturions profligacy that
oonld be paralleled in the darkest age that
bad preceded.”

Here in this latter sentonce we have
words so nearly identical with some
of the phrases in Harper's as to sug

now bogan W owupy tho suvse arnost
attontion of tho Pope. [o fult himsell,
abovo all, an Italian prince.”

Ranke ingeuiously suppresses the
fact that the petty nobles in Rome
and its neighborhiood in thoso daye
wereincorr,gikle Lan1ittl. It required
a man of courage tu Jeal with such
dosparadoes at times. Tho first act of
Sixtus V . after he was clected, was to
provide for the safcty of his prople by
hanging four of the uubie robbers.

Threo or four of the Popes of this
epoch stand out prominently ag worthy
of thar lofty swuun., TL: nawes of
Marun V., Nichotss V., aud Leo X,
aroe famousn the annalg of the P'apacy.
Martin V. was c.nfronied with the
Leroulean tash of Leatuug il ravages
wihich the grest scussw caused thruugh
out the Chureh umiversal. s priv-
ate characier was u.bove reproach.
Hallam s oligud v weativn the
name of the Lonuld vncs ot twice w
tho course of lus lnstory, he makes
no charge against hir:, neither does
Le eulogize his character. Is it that
the lustonan 1s capsble of appreciat
ing virtue, or unwilling to mete out
justice ?

Dut Prof. Rauhe bad vctter oppor-
tunities of learmng the truth about
venious Lopes than any of the vl
wistonans. He spent a long time in
Rome, in \enice, and other parts of
Italy hunung theough the nch stores
of M55, dealuyg wul the varivus
epochs which te g eeal Itanan hoases
connected with past Popes carefully
preserve. He was frequently ailowed
tv examine thy Darberim coliection,

{ also tkat of the Cursim palace, and

the Vencuann arcluves. He  sceins

- l
geat that the writer had Hallam beforc | sumewhat surprised av e perfect
him as be peuned his charge. But it | hberty accorded a I'rutestant au tis

will be noticed that he goes on to
indicate darkly what Hallam Jid not

| regard, judging frow his prefavory ob- i

servations. Many of the Jdvcuments

daro to insinuate with all his will 10 | }1g went through were never intended

do it.

for public use, be informs us, and

Let us now turn from the paltry | consequently they spoke more freely
spite of these pettifogging writers to | about great personages and evenis

the testimony of more %enemus but
incomparably more able enemies.
Ranko was capablo of appreciating the
difficulties of exalted men dealing in
their day with the most serious politi

than otherwise would have be:n the
case. Itis to be remarked that with
all tLis mess of gossip and rumor and
fact at lus disposal unreservedly, Ran
ke does not make any specific charge

cal complicatins of a period of | of the nature hinted at in this terrible

natwnal transtion and dynastic intn
guo, incessant and aniversal. Hear

idivtment in Harper's againat any of
the Pupes. He advances nothing

what Lo says about one of the Popes | strunger than the v8guc and shapcless

included in the frightful accusations ; accasations iuenticned abeve.

of Hallam and the Harper's writer .

s There has douabtless bean justice in the
complxints raised against the exactions of
Rome duning the fiftecnth centary, batit s
also trae that of tho proceeds aamall pant
only passed into the handc of the Pope.
Pias I". enjoyod the obodience of all Eorope,
yot he once suffered s0 extreme a dearth of
monoy that lic was forced to bring himself
and his family to ono meal a day. Tho
200,000 docats required for the Tarkiah
war that ho was meditating had to be bor
rowed ; and thoso petty expedicuts,adopted
by many Popes, of demanding from a

rinoe, a bishop, or grand master who might
Eavo somo cause befors the court, the gift of
a gold cap filled with ducats, or a present
of rich fars, only show tho depressed and
wretched coadition of their resources.”

Popo Sixtus IV. is set down as the
first of the Pontiffs who enlarged the
boundanes of the Papal Siates by
taling possession of the terntory of
soveral petty nobles; but, observes
Ranke:

«Thero is & ocriain internal connoction
betwoon the fact that at this 1pex’iod the
tomporal princes were rogularly socking
posicamion of tho Papal privileges, and the

Citcumstanocs that caterprise partly soculas § nug stauicd much and traveued taz. Ho bad | T®v Charitalle Institations

What
over scandal mubgening went on abeat
these matters, they wcre made the
subject of serious iuvestigation. We
havo only to 1cok at what is going on
in our own day to find an cxplanation
of such stonies. Men occupying high
station, bave frum ume :mmemonal
been subjected to slanderous attack
for the basest motives—pelf or the
graufication of privale splecn.

Of Nicholas V. the august propose:
of the classical revivival of the fifteenth
century, the late Lord Macaalay used
these remarkable words in 156V au
Glasgow University :

“ At this conjunction—n conjunction of
unrivalled interast in the history of letlers
—a man nevor 0 bo mentioned without
reverenoo by cvory loser of latiers neid the
higticet placo in Larupe. uar jaet attach
acat to that Protestant faith to which oar
country cwes 8o much maat not preveat ta
from paying tho tribate which, oo this oc.
casion and in this placo,justico and gratitado
demand totho founder of tho University of
Llasgow, tho groateat of the restorers of
learntug, Popo Nicholas V.  Ho had sprang
trom tho common pooplo, but his abilities
ana crudition oatly attracted tho great. lle

visited Bria.e, whith, in wealth and -efiuo
ment, was to his Tuscany what the back
sottloments of America now are to Dritain.
He had lived with the merchant princes in
Fivronco—thoss men who firat enaobled
trado by making tradothe ally of philosophy.
of eloquence, and of taste. It was ho who,
under the mumficent and discerning Losmo,
arcanged the st publio abrary that maluru
Kurops possessed. From privacy your
founder rcso to a throne, but on the throne
ho never forgot the atudiea which had been
his debighit tu pricacy. ke was tho center
of an nustrious gruup, composod partly of
tho .ast great echolars of Greeve, and partly
of tha first great scholars of Italy. By him
was founded tho Vatican library, theo and
long after the most precivus and most ex-
tcneit 6 cCuve -stun of books 1o the wotld. By
bim were carefully proserved tho most
valuable intellectual treasures which had
boon suatched from the wreck of the
Byzaoune hmpire. His agents were to be
found eserywucre, 10 the vacaars of tho
farthest Fast in tle ciunnsteries f the
farthest West, purchasing or ~opying worm
eaten parchments on which wero traced
words worthy of immortality. ULander hia
patronage wero  prepared awcutate Latin
versivus of wany procwas remalas of Greek
poots and philosophers. But no depart-
ment of literaturo owed 8o much to him as
history. lsy mm wero iatroduced to the
koowlodpe of Westesn Earupo two great and
unrivaled huatorscas  cumpositivae  tho
works of Herodotus aud of Thucydides. By
bim, too, our apceators were first mads
acquainted with the gracefal and lacid
sunphiuty of \eovphun, and with the manly
good scase of Polybius.”

Wo have now skuwn what Listoriars
whoge reputation is world wide have
said and left unsaid of several of the
P'octiffs who have been held up to
execration by the unhnown writer in
Harpers Magazive. We might add
that were 1t not for the effurts of some
of them, the work of the Moslem might
have veen completed and Larupe giv-
en over to tue swords and tue Laremns
of the desviaturs of Greece and Arme-

| ma. Judging men of such a hind by

the mucroscupic vyes of jealousy is not
the marh of intllectual capacity.
Juhn J. U'Suea i the Catholic World,
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Some Hope.

*Young mav, said tho sage, I
hear you aro about to we marred.”

* You zare right,"” said theyourg man.

* \Veli, young man, the day wiil
come when your wife will make tho
discovery that you do not know every-
| thing oo earth. It wil be a great

shock to her feelings and yoar sopre-

macy. Stil, thero 18 this hope for
| you. You, while cheerfauy admittiog
{ that you reanuy do ot koow it an,
may be able to persuade ber that the
«cacon for that state of things is that
thers is so much in the world that is
not worth knowing.”
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