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TO THE

RIGHT HON. 0. B. ADDERLEY, M. P.

London, Bee. 24, 1862.

Dear Sir,

Just before leaving England in January last, I read a letter

addressed by you to the Right Hon. B. Disraeli, on the present rela-

tions of England with her Colonies.
A short time ago a friend put into ray hands a second edition of

that letter, prefaced by some observations suggested by the rejection

of the Militia Bill submitted by the late Ministry to the Parliament
of Canada.
While I acknowledge that this brochure has been written witli

groat skill and ingenuity, and in a spirit of commendable moderation,
I regret to be compelled, by a sense of duty to the North American
Provinces, and to the Empire at large, to question the soundness of
the conclusions at which you have nrrived.

If I understand your argument, drawn from the History of the old

Thirteen Colonies, it is this : All those Colonies provided for their

own defencf , and kept up standing armies, or maintained a well-dis-

ciplined miUtia, wherewith to fight the French and Indians, with
little or no cost to the mother country ; and, therefore, the five

existing colonies of British America, and all the other outlying por-

tions of the Empire, ought to do the same.
Granting, for the moment, the accuracy of your historical research,

and the entire premises on which you found this argument, ought not
every British statesman and every right-thinking man to whom you
appeal in these islands to ask, what were the results of that system ?

Read them in the early history of those thirteen Colonies. From
their first foundation down to the devolution, they can hardly be
said to have belonged to the Empire at all,—or to have been ruled or

guided upon any system offering the slightest hope or promise of the

perpetuity of amicable relations.

bounded by grasping speculators, who desired to enrich them-
selves at the expense of the colonists and of the mother country, or

planted by Englishmen fleeing from religious persecution at home,
they knew but little of the fostering care of a maternal government
from the first. Their early history is the history of backstairs influ-

ence and intrigue—the rights and interests of the colonists being

eternally perilled or sacrificed by the mischievous interference of the

prerogative. They I'arely knew the majesty of England in any of its

graceful or benignant aspects. The people of England, in those days,

had but little liberty themselves. The Colonies had no responsible

government. The transatlantic Britons had no faith in the British


