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foe in a clean and fertile condition, and their value will conse*
quently be greatly increased. The Farm of 70 or 80 acres,

which in 1849 only sustained three or four miserable cows,
and perhaps no more than an equal number of sickly sheep,
will be capable in less than ten years of furnishing an abund-
ant subsistence for ten or twelve cattle and other stock in the

same proportion.

One of the great advantages ^ this system of rotation of
crops is, that the pastures, which ::i summer furnish summer-
feed for the stock, are in due proportion to the quantity of
roots and hay destined to winter-feed them, and in due propor-
tion to the straw which the grain-crops yield for their bedding.
I will observe here that farmers—except, those who live near
towns, where they can easily procure manures—ought never to

fiell a single load of their hay, straw, or roots, since the whole
ought to be consumed on the farm, with the view of procuring
a sufficiency of manure therefrom, whereby the fertility of the

soil is to be sustained. But if the farmer is not to sell hay,
or straw, or rocts, what is he to sell ? I answer, the third of
the land being under this system appropriated to grain crops,

he will always be able to sell a large part of them. The half
of the farm being in hay and pasture, will allow it to produce
a large quantity of butter, cheese, butchers* meat and wool,
and to sell a considerable part of these after having supplied
the wants of the family. It may be said, that six years is a
long time to wait for the renovation of the whole farm ; but I

will repl^, that I know of no other means by which it may be.

<Ione in less time, from its own resources ; and it is worthy of
observation that the land is improving every year. The pro-

duce is larger, leven for the first year, under this system than
it is under ttie present method of culture, and from year to

year, the land is improving, field by field, and is producing
more and more, so as to pay the farmer better than it does at

present, and to recompense him doubly afterwards when the

whole shall have been improved under a system of rotation.

tt may be objected that two years of pasture is a long time

of rest for the land ; but you will observe that the lana does
.not remain unproductive during this period of repose. This
plan not only contributes to re-establish the almost exhausted
fertility of the soil (and it will be admitted, that this is the only
one now practised by the Canadian hahitant)^ but it is also the

best means of furnishing the farmer with the first necessaries

of li^, and the articles wnidb, so to speak, will roost ret^dily fipd

an outlet in our markets, such as beef, lard, mttt^on, butter*

cheiese', wool, and other products already named.


