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The decline of day here was very gorgeoos ;

tinging the firmament deeply with red and gold,

up to the very keystone ol the arch above us.

As the sun went down behind the bank, the

•lightest blades of gra.ss upon it seemed to be-

come as distinctly visible as the arteries in the

skeleton of a leal"^; and when, as it slowly sank,

the red and golden bars upon the water grew
dimmer and dimmer yet, as if they were sink-

ing, too ; and all the glowing colours of depart-

ing day paled inch by inch before the sombre
night ; the scene became a thousand times more
lonesome and more dreary than before, and all

its influences darkened with the sky.

We drank the muddy water of this river while
we were upon it. It is considered wholesome by
the natives, and is something more opaque than

gruel. I have seen water like it at the filter-

shops, but nowhere else.

On the fourth night after leaving Louisville,

vre reached St. Louis, and here I witnessed the

conclusion of an incident, trilling enough in it-

self, but very pleasant to see, which had inter-

ested me during the whole journey.

; There was a little woman on board, with a
little baby, and both little woman and little child

'were cheerful, good-looking, bright-eyed, and
fair to see. The little woman had been passing

a long time with her sick mother in New-York,
and had left iier home in St. Louis, in that condi-

tion in which ladies who truly love their lords

desire to be. The baby was bom in her moth-
er's house ; and she had not seen her husband
(to whom she was now returning) for twelve
months, havini; left him a month or two after

their marriage.
Well, to be sure there never was a littlewom-

an so full of hope, and tenderness, and love, and
anxiety, as this little woman was : and all day
long she wondered whether *' He" would be at

the wharf; and whether " He" had got her leN
ter ; and whether, if she sent the baby ashore by
somebody else, " He" would know it, meeting
it in the street : which, seeing that he had never
«et eyes upon it in his life, was not very likely

in the abstract, but was probable enough to the

young mother. She was sach an artless little

creature ; and was in such a sunny, beaming,
hopeful state; and let out all this matter clinging
close about her heart, so freely ; that all the oth-

«r lady passengers entered into the spirit of it as
much as she; and the captain (who heard all

About it from his wife), was wondrous sly, I

promise you : inquiring, every time we met at

table, as in forgetfulness, whether she expected
anybody to meet her at St. Louis, and whether
she would want to go ashore the nightwe reach-

«d it (but he supposed she wouldn't), and cutting

many other dry jokes of that nature. There was
one little weazen, dried-apple-faced old woman,
who took occasion to douut the constancy ofhus-
bands in such circumstances of bereavement

;

and there was another lady (with a lap-dog) old

enough to moralize on the lighmess of human
affections, and yet not so old that she could help
nursing the baby now and then, or laughing with
the rest, when the little woman called it by its

father's name, and asked it all manner of fantas-

tic questions concerning him in the joy of her
heart.

It was something of a blow to the little wom-
an, that when we were within twenty miles of

our destination, it became '-learly wnii—ij to
put this baby to bed. But »nt: g«ii ^vet it with
the same good-humour; tied a iMiitorrchief
round her head ; and cain^iwit iMwIhi litile gnl'
lery witli the re.it. The^ sach an osacle as she
became in reference to \he huiMtmm ! aad such
facetiousness as wa.s .^pkaytM yr tine married
ladies! and such symnMihTJUfi «««.s)»own by the
single ones! and su( ' pmmki of lauxrtiter as the
little woman hersell i^vmmi wou^ lust a.*i soon
have cried) greeted ever* jipst with !

At last, there were cisb! Inglits of St. Louis, and
here was the wharf and thosae were the steps

:

and the little womii.i,coverinR her face with ner
iiands, and laughing; (or ^eenaing to laugh) more
than ever, ran iotc tier own cabin, and shut hep>
self up. I have nu doubt that in the charming
inconsistency of such excitement, she stopped
her ears, lest she should hear " Him" asking for
her : but I did not see her do it.

Then, a great crowd of people rushed on
board, though the boat was not yet made fast,

but was wandering about among the other boats
to find a landing-place: and everybody looked
for the husband: and nobody saw him: when,
in the midst of all—Heaven knows how she
ever got there—there was the little woman cling-

ing with both arms tight round the necl of a fine,

good-looking, sturdy young fellow ! . ad, in a
moment afterward, there she was again, actual*

ly clapping her little hands for joy, as she drag-
ged hira through the small door oi her small caE*
in, to look at the baby as he lay asleep

!

We went to a large hotel, called the Planter's

House : built like an English hospital, with long
passages and bare walls, and sky-lights above
the room-doors for the free circulation of air.

There were a great many boarders in it ; and as
many lights sparkled ana glistened from the win-
dows down into the street below, when we drove
up, as if it had been illuminated on some occap
sion of rejoicing. It is an excellent house, and
the proprietors have most bountiful notions of
providing the creature comforts. Dining alone
with my wife in our own room one day, I count-

ed fourteen dishes on the table at once.

In the old French portion of the town, the

thoroughfares are narrow and crooked, and some
of the nouses are very quaint and pictnresqnei
being built of wood, with tumble-down galleries

before the windows, approachable by stairs, or
ratherladders, from the street. There are queer
little barbers' shops and drinking-houses too, in
this quarter: and abundance of crazy ohl tene-

ments with blinking casements, ic). as may be
seen in Flanders. Someof the>'' f«tient habita-
tions, with high garret gable-windows perking
into the roofs, nave a kind of French shrug abont
them ; and being lop-sided with age, appear to

hold their heads askew, be :>des, as if they were
grimacing in astonishment at the American Im-
provements.

It is hardly necessary to say, that these consist

of wharfs and warehouses, and new buildings in
all directions ; and of a great many vast plans
which are still " progressing." Already, howev-
er, some very good houses, broad streets, and
marble-fronted shops, have gone so far ahead as
to be in a state of completion; and the town bids

fair in a few years to improve considerably:

though it is not likely ever to vie, in point of ele-

gance or beauty, with Cincinnati.

The Roman Catholic religion, introduced here

by the earlr French settlers, prevails extensive^


