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cbanoeli of indoftry ; the reciprocaUonnexion there it between

noft branches of trade, and the mutual afliftance they lend, by
the temporary injuries they feem 10 infllA upon each other ; he

null know the proper time to begin, ar.d when to flop in all new
undeitakingB : In a word, he mull know the art of making all

utbtr nations Iribotary to his own, and to make his own fortune

with (hat of hit country, or rather to enrich himrdf by extending

the genera! profperity of mankind. Such are the objeAi that fall

under the profenion of a merchant.

But above all it ii a trader's bvifioefi to pry into the depths of

the human heart, and to treat with his equals in appearance,

as if they were honefl, but, io reality, ai if they were men of no
probity. The difficulty of the Science is left owing to the malti-

plicity of obje£ls, than to the rapacioufncfs of ihofe who profefs it.

The third 9f gain fpreads ever commerce a fpiiit of avarice that

contrails every thing, even the means ufamaffing.

The Jealoufy of trade between States is nothing more than a
fecret confptracy to ruin each other, without enriching either.

One fingle mean and wicked man is able to introduce a hundred
reilraints into Europe. Prohibitions in commerce, and extorlioni

in the finance, have given rife to fmugglers and galley (laves, to

cnfloffls and monopolies, to pirates and excifemen. Centinels, and
obftacles are placed in all parts of the lea, and of the land. The
merchant is cxpofed to all the fnares of an infidious legiflation that

iningles (he offence with the prohibition, and the penalty with the

offence. A man becomes colpable without knowing it, or without

neaning to be fo : he is arretted, plundered, and taxed, tbo' he ia

all the while innocent. The rights of the people are violated by
their Protcflors ; the rights of the citizen are invaded by the citi-

«en : the courtier is perpetually tormenting the Statefman, and
the coBtraAor oppreffes the Merchant. Such is the Hate of com-
merce in time of peace.

But what a piAure does commerce exhibit in time of war ! It it

natural for a people pent up in the froien regions of the north to

wrcft iron from their churlifli foil, and go fword in hand to reap

the hatvell of other nations. Hunger is an excufe for their rava>

ges. They muft live by carnage when they have no corn. Bat

when a nation enjoys an extenfive commerce, and from their own
foperfluities can fopply, and fubfift other ftates, what intereit can

they have in declaring war agr.infl induftrioas nations, to obllrnA

their navigation, and, in a word, to forbid them to live, on the

pain of Death ? Why do they arrogate to themfelves an exclufiv*

branch of trade, and a pariicalar right of filhing and failing, as if

the fea were to be divided into acres as well as the land f We can

ceruinly difcover the motives of fuch wars. Jealoufy of com>
merce is nothing more than a Jealoufy of power. But have any
people the right to obftruA a work they cannot execute themfelvei,

and to condemn another nation to idlenefs, becaufe theycbufeto

dcvott thcmftlves to it? A war of coin|aerce it a coatradi^ion
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