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It was arranged that the princess should proceed to

Spain by the way of the Netherlands. In September,

1570, Anne bade a last adieu to her father's court, and

with a stately retinue set out on her long journey. On
entering Flanders she was received with great pomp by

the duke of Alva, at the head of the Flemish nobles.

Soon after her arrival. Queen Elizabeth despatched a

squadron of eight vessels, with offers to transport her

to Spain, and an invitation for her to visit England

on her way. These offers were courteously declined

;

and the German princess, escorted by Count Bossu,

captain-general of the Flemish navy, with a gallant-

squadron, was fortunate in reaching the place of her

destination, after a voyage of less than a week. On
the third of October she landed at Santander, on the

northern coast of Spain, where she found the arch-

bishop of Seville and the duke of Bejar, with a brilliant

train of followers, waiting to receive her.

Under this escort, Anne was conducted by the way

of Burgos and Valladolid to the ancient city of Segovia.

In the great towns through which she passed, she was

entertained in a style suited to her rank ; and every-

where along her route she was greeted with the hearty

acclamations of the people. For the match was popu-

lar with the nation ; and the cortes had urged the king

to expedite it as much as possible. ^^ The Spaniards

longed for a male heir to the crown ; and since the

death of Carlos, Philip had only daughters remaining

to him.

In Segovia, where the marriage-ceremony was to be

performed, magnificent preparations had been made for
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