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Nothing remains to consummate the event but the passage of

an act by Congress to admit the State of Texas into the Union

upon an equal footing with the original states. « * *

As soon as the act to admit Texas as a state shall be passed,

the union of the two Republics will be consummated by their

own voluntary consent.

" This accession to our territory has been a bloodless achieve-

ment. No arm of force has been raised to produce the result.

The sword has had no part in the victory. We have not sought

to extend our territorial possessions by conquest, or our Repub-

lican institutions over a reluctant people. It was the deliberate

homage of each people to the great principle of our federative

Union.

" Since that time Mexico has, until recently, occupied an at-

titude of hostility toward the United States ; has been mar-

shalling and organizing armies, issuing proclamations, and

avowing the intention to make war on the United States, ei-

ther by an open declaration, or by invading Texas. Both the

Congress and Convention of the people of Texas invited this

government to send an army into that territory, to protect and

defend them against the menaced attack. * * * Our

army was ordered to take position in the country between the

Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel any invasion of the

Texan territory which might be attempted by the Mexican

forces. Our squadron in the Gulf was ordered to co-operate

with the army. But though our army and navy were placed

in a position to defend our own and the rights of Texas, they

were ordered to commit no act of hostility against Mexico un-

less she declared war, or was herself the aggressor by striking

the first blow. The result has been, that Mexico has made no

aggressive movement, and our military and naval command-
ers have executed their orders with such discretion that the

peace of the two Republics has not been disturbed.

"Texas had declared her independence, and maintained it

by her arms for more than nine years. She has had an or-

ganized government in successful operation during that period.

Her separate existence as an independent state had been rec-

ognized by the United States and the principal powers of Eu-

rope. Treaties ofcommerce and navigation had been conclud-

ed with her by different nations, and it had become manifest to


