
10 PERILOUS ADVENTURES.
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short, but (for Austria) fatal campaign of 1809—that

campaign which, begun nobly by the Austrians, ended

in their seeing Buonaparte dictate to their prostrate

empire from their capital, and shortly after claim as

his bride the daughter of the sovereign he had so in-

jured and humbled—that an Hungarian horse-dealer

left Vienna to return to his home, which was situated

in an interior province of his country.
"

He carried with him, in paper-money and in gold, a

very considerable sum, the product of the horses he

had sold at the Austrian capital. To carry this in

safety was a diflScult object just at that time ; for troops,

French and Austrian, w^ere scattered in every direction,

and he knew by experience, that it was not always

safe to fall in with small parties of soldiers, even of his

own country or government, (to say 'nothing of the

French,) but that Croats, and wild Hussars and Hulans,

and others that fought under the Austrian eagle, were

seldom over-scrupulous as to " keeping their hands

from picking and stealing," when opportunity was

favourable or tempting.

The dealer, however, relied on his minute knowledge

of the country he had traversed so,often ; on the bottom

and speed of his thorough-bred Hungarian horse;

—

and having obtained what he considered good informa-

tion, as to the posts occupied by the belligerents, and

the range of country most exposed to the soldiery, he

set out from Vienna, which he feared would soon be in

the hands of the enemy. He went alone, and on his

road carefully avoided, instead of seeking the company

of other travellers, for he reasonably judged, that a

solitary individual, meanly dressed as he was, might


