
474 MEMOIRS OB'
long to the crown, and not to the king, who, al-

though bound by the duty of his office, to fupport,

and vindicate them, yet is, at the fame time, re-"

drained by that duty from an alienation of them;

and therefore, whatfoever tolerations, connivances,

or forbearances may arife, either in particular reigns,

or from particular circumftances, fuch can never be

urged in prejudice to the inherent rights of the crown,

which remain continually, although they may not al-

ways be infifted upon. The reader hath already per-

ceived that this doftrine was particularly urged, and

applied in the cafe of the contefted fuperiority of the

flag, when the Dutch were defirous of availing them-

felves of a precedent from the condud of Elizabeth,

who waved her right, at a time when it might have

been imprudent to infid on it; as the Dutch ferved as

auxiliaries in a fleet, commanded by an Englifh ad-

miral, and were, confequently, treated as Englifh fub-

jeas(*).

At this period, the merchants who maintained a

traffic on the coaft of Barbary, having inquired of the

Moors, from whence they procured that gold which

was coined into chequins, were informed that it was

not produced from any mines either in Morocco, or

Fex, but conveyed by the natives over extenfive de-

farts. Hence, they concluded that it mud have ar-

rived from Ethiopia, and, therefore, refolved to equip

a veflel for the purpofe of difcovering this valuable

metaly in fome of thofe rivers which flow towards the

fouth-weil, and there fall into the ocean.

Accordingly, in September, of the year, one thou-

fand, fix hundred, and eighteen, captain George

Thompfon was appointed to the command of a fhip,

• and

{A) Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, V. 2. p. 30.


