
uage was to bt^ brouglit into i>lay in case of a parley with the

irate Indians.

A detention of two weeks at Geoiifetown waitiiii; for some

small portions of niachinery, however, saved us from difficulty

with the Indians, none of whom we saw on our jjuarded pas-

sage down the'iiver, they having probably gone back to their

hunting grounds near Red Lake.

Pembina was reached, then only half a dozen houses : the

boundary line was ciossetl, then Fort Pembina, (the Hudson's

Bay Company's wooden stockade) came in view. Thiity miles

below we reached the first of the Red River settlements, the

inhabitants congregating on the banks to see the strange

steame • passing ; anrl it was with intense interest that we
reached at last the ben<l of the i'iver which disclosed the twin-

towered cathedral of St. Honifact ; another bend, and Fort

Garry came in view ; a straight run along the present course

of the Winnipeg Rowing Club was traversed, when, turning

up the Assiniboine to land where Main Street biiilge now is,

the groves, church and tower of St. John's coidd be seen arross

the almost blank intervening .space ; and the steam whistle

once belonging to a very much larger steamer, which had been

blowing almost eontiiruously foi- tlu; previous half hour,

brnnght, [ tbinU. what must have bci'n very nearly every

living human being for two miles around to the sloping bank

wlier*' the steamer landed. Ascending this bank, Foit(»arry,

so often heard of, was inspeete<l : and even then time and an

imperfect foiintiation had left cracks in the stnue walls. It

seemed, however, a place whi<*h a very few men could hold

against a uundn'i- unprovided with artillery ; for the bnsMuiis

were pierced on all sides, not only for small arms, but carron-

aJts w«'re mounted at each iMnltrasure. The front gate was

massive, like tlu' front wall, which faced towaids the Assini-

lK)ine, and was entirely Hanked and protected by bastion pro-

jections, .so that there was no chaiiet; for any force unpiovided

with artillery 'o nuik*' m rush on the gateway. This gate,

however, was only open on s[)ecial occasions, the business gate

of the Fort being on its eastern side, and was simply a sally-


