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tho government, Jind apparently intended only to make par-

HsanH ainon}^ tlie people; and had threatened to throw Co-

innibuH himself in irons. That this man could really be sanc-

tioned by government in such intempemto measures was
repugnant to belief. The admiral's consciousness of his own
services, the rej)eated assurances he had received of high con-

sideration on the part of the sovereigns, and the perpetual

prerogatives granted to him under their hand and seal, with

all the solemnity that a compact could jxjssess, all forbade

him to consider the transiu;tions at San Domingo otherwise

than as outrages on his authority by some daring or mis-

guided individual.

To be nearer to San l)omingo, and obtain more correct

information, he proceeded to Bonao, which was now begin-

ning to a sume the appearance of a settlement, several Span-

iards having erected houses there and cultivated the adjacent

country. He had scarcely reached the place when an al-

calde, bearing a staff of office, arrived there from San Do-

mingo, proclaiming the appomtment of Bobadilla to the gov-

ernment, and bearmg copies of his letters patent. There was
no especial letter or message sent to the admiral, nor were

any of the common forms of courtesy and ceremony observed

in superseding him in the command ; all the proceedings of

Bobadilla toward him were abrupt and insulting.

Columbus was exceedingly embarrassed how to act. It

was evident that Bobadilla was intrusted \\'ith extensive pow-

ers by the sovereigns, but that they could have exercised such

a sudden, unmerited, and apparently capricious act of sever-

ity, as that of divesting him of all his commands, he could not

believe. He endeavored to persuade himself that Bobadilla

was some person sent out to exercise the functions of chief

judge, according to the request he had written home to the

sovereigns, and that they had intrusted him likewise with

provisional powers to make an inquest into the late troubles

of the island. All beyond these powers he tried to believe

were mere assumptions and exaggerations of authority, as in

the case of Aguado. At all events, he was determined to act


