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Tlin jirioo placiKl by Wycliilb on llioii" jn'opiM'ty wus >"00,000. M ••,

^I.u(l.>iiul«l WHS unwilliiii,' tu purflmso at this pi-icc. H«'iice an^thci-

cnii.sidfral)!^! delay. 'J'lu' jiruposal as to tluj site liiially soI<-rtfi! wav
known to many prominent UnivtM'sity men, and T am not aware of lias iii;^

i'Vi'v lieard any objection to it. On the contrary, duriiif,' the very cuii-

siderable delay that occurred befort! it was acted upon, T was ur^'ed by

more llian one prominent Uiember of the Tnivei'sily i'uard to j)res> it

to a comjtletion. This I could not do, for the reason that the Wyclifto

authoritie and ]SIr. Maodtmalil had not agreed as to price. Tt was well

known at thi' University Hoard that this ofTer of ^Vvclitf^!.s was ui)en

for acce])tance, and the delay was at times j-eferred to, and I think

always with ivju'ret.

Durinif this period tlie attitude of the University l»oard towards the

proposal was one of general approval. I'heie was no action for tho

I>oard to take, as everything depended on Senator MaccNmald and
AVyelift'e coming to an agreement.

Thus matters i-emained until T n.'ceived an intimation that Senator

Macdonald was seriously ill, and desired to see me. Accordingly, the

next morning being the 1st <jf January, L^OO, I called upon him and
was .sh<»wn to his bed-room. lie there informed me thai he had
be(?n dangerously ill, and tliouirh then a}ii)areiitly b(!tter, that he was in

a nio>t j.i'ecarious state of health, that during the crihis tlirough wliicli

he had been jmssing. his mind had continually dwelt upon his uncom--

]jlole(l promise uiade to his dying daughter to conti'ibute towards th.c

founding of a hospital the slwii'e in his estate which she woidd have

received if she had survived him, and he had concluded to agree to the

price placed on WycliftV: Colleg(? property rather than risk further delay,

and as soon as he felt able he would endeavour to place the ."7JO.OOO

forthwith at the disposal of tlie Trust, wheii he hoped I would pi-ess the

matter to a conclusion witiiout fui'ther delay. •

He nniiinded me tliat he iuti-nded, as he had often told nu- before, to

increase the amount by his will, and impressed me with the intensity of

Ills iin.xiety for the earliest ])ossible comy)l(!tion of the purchase, and with

the danger arising from delay, concluding his rtiference to the condi-

tion of his health l>y informing me, to u.se almost his own word^, that

he felt that there was a very narrow boriler land separating him from
his daughter, to whom ou \u-y death-bed he had made the }ironiise in

question. 1 assured him thai as soon as he advi.sed nu; that the cash

payment of .'i<10,000 was at the dispo.^^al of the Board, I would use all

possible despatch in pressing the purchase t(» a comjtle.tion.

He made one further l-equest of me, which T hope may bt respected,

He desired that over the main entrance, which he thought might bo

near tiie head of McCaul street, there be placed these words, "He cured

them all."

Thus ended my interview, and I never after saw him alive. T felt/

that there was not a moiiN'nt to lose, and that even a day's delay might

jeopardize a scheme whicii appeared to me full of jjromise of usefulnc'^s,

Ujtli to the sutl'ering public, and to the Univeisity as a leaching I><xly
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