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gz:ierethe Tepresentation that you would
On this t cannot always be attained, and
accom l(?CCa§10n we have not been able to
them, pixsh it. If the leaders of the party
iy Selves, who represent public opinion
my Ver Canada, were as unreasoning as
to sa. gln. friend is —and I am glad
them ; €y are not—we should hear from
i \n the same way that we hear from
season constantly in season and out of
of th FOf there being no representative
+ 1€ Xrench Canadians in the Ministry
this Chamber. But they under-
Ments the difficulties which  govern-
. Constantly have to deal with.
avg understand how hard it is to always
Canad’a Tepresentative of .the‘ French
ang thlans in t}}e Govgrr}ment inthisHouse,
Gover €y admit that it is the desire of the
willin Nment to accomplish 1t, and they are
g to give them credit for desiring to
uio whenever ‘a good opportunity
men SI Although, like some hon. gentle-
Ope‘t am getting advanced in years I
as'm, O see that accomplished, and to see,
leaguz C(;lleague in this House, or the col-
ent Of those representing the Govern-
membm the Senate, a French Canadian
More elr. In that event no one will be
'eXten(f ellé{sed than 1 shall be ; no one will
10 one M a more hearty welcome, and
that gﬁln desire more than I do to see

~ ’epresg ject of the French Canadian
OSitior:ltatlv_es accomplished. That is a
Positior, fﬂ}tlrely tenable, bu' the other
i quit which the hon. gentleman assumes
shoulq eb untenable. He urges that there
Eentlen, € constantly a French Canadian
ouse Al as  Speaker either in this
sy ¢ Or In the other Chamber : I
at 15 quite untenable. That

4 good rule in the old Parlia-
r0f Canada, where there were but
ation ?ernces represent-ed, and the alter-
to Ey, IiO}:n Enghsl} to French, and French
Saygns » Was quite fair and proper ; but
mygt beOV_V that in every Parliament there
ranc ,;i_lther in this House or in the other
diap o f the Legislature, a French Cana-
I o, Peaker, is to claim something which,
ana dis::e’ the majority of the French
Will no H Tepresentatives in both Houses
Which, tbemand. According to the rule
down, 4 ¢ hon. gentleman would lay
"Cana); tre would be constantly a French
Or in t‘}‘:n representative in the Chair here,
‘ ¢ Chairin the other House, and

[V

ent

where would be the opportunity of putting
in the Chair the gentleman who fills
itnow? Where would be the opportunity
of appointing to that position, here or in
the other House, a gentleman from the
Maritime Provinces, or Manitoba, or
British Columbia, if Quebec is constantly
to have a Speaker in either branch of
Parliament? I am quite sure that the
hon. gentlemen from Lower Canada do
not take that view, and that it is confined
to what I must believe is the unreason-
ing assertion of the hon. gentleman in
favor of his nationality—a nationality
which we all respect, and no one more
than I do, and which I am desirous,
and, have always been desirous of
seeing fully and fairly represented in pub-
lic life. And it is fairly and fully repre-
sented in public life at this moment. There
may be no Frerch Canadian gentleman
on the Treasury Benches of this House,
but let the hon. gentleman study the re-
port which has been laid upon the tuble
of the House this session and he will find
that there is an abundance of French Can
adians in the public service here and else-
where. There is nothing to be said in
favor of the English speaking community
because they do that. They do so willingly
I am sure ; but if they did not do so wil-
lingly, the French Canadizns are strong
enough, and resolute enough,to insist upon
it. But, happily for us and for the whole
community, there is no necessity for assert-
ing rights which we are most happy to
yield to them ; so I say one of those posi-
tions is quite tenable, and one which I will
do all in my power to see maintained and
carried out ; but the other seems to be,
and I say it with due deference to those
who hold a different opinion, an untenable
position, the assertion of which, I hope, is
almost confinedto the hon. gentleman from
DeLanaudiere. The hon. member is rather
apt to vaunt his courage in asserting the
rights of his nationality in this Chamber.
I do not know what the hon. gentleman
may think on that poiut, but I know in
the ways and habits of thought in which I
have been brought up we do not consider
it a proof of courage to attack absent men.
We consider it rather the reverse ; and we
are restrained by a feeling of honor and
delicacy from attacking those who have
not the means of replying. We would
fain see before us the men that we attack.



