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COMMONS DEBATES.

Maror 8§,

Taruz which shows in millions of doMars the value of exports and im-
ports of enumeiated articles and of all articles for the years
naweéd, both ag declared and as calculated, at the rates of 1373,
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While. it is. fair to say that there are the returns, and the
vslues show so much in 1873, and so much in 1886, it is
also but right to go behind that statement and enquijre
whether there has been a fall or a rige in prices as between
those two years, and. ascertain how the volume of trade
compares. hel waen those two periods, for, unless you obtain
those facts, you have not a fajr comparison and vou cannot
make & fair statoment with respectto the trade of acountry.
A comparison of the prices of various articles in 1878 and
1886 as shown by British. Customs declared values shows
the enormons fall that has taken place in prices since the
first named: year, as will be seen by the following figures:

Avseasr prices of articles mentioned, from declared Customs valres in
£'g:and decimals of a £; and in shillings and decimals of a shilling.
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Nogv‘k;v;p,?I hp}]}l ie\fti?_is, and I‘thfi'nk "ti:‘ is plain 1o every,
mber of thig House, that there has been a large fallin
;J!s‘gee's ety 1848 "asﬁﬂ‘lses,wmav aod 1888:. These
prices taken in England, may be held as a fair indéx of the:

Mr, FosTER. B

rise and fall of the prices in Canada—not in all articles, bat
in the etaples in which we trade with Great Britain in
the way of imports and in the way of exports. Therefore
I think the conclusion is fair, that in saying that in
1873 the trade was $217,000,000, whilst in 1888 it was
but $201,000,000, and thereby, trying to deduco the faet
that the country is not so prosperous 8o far as ita trade is
concerned, you do not state the whole truth of the ease.
You have to go still further than this and calcalate that

'there is & fall in values in the articles which I have
t mentioned, and to the percentage which I have men-

tioned, and in almost all other articles to a greater or
lesser extent, and then you come to what I believe to be
the trae basis of comparing the commeroce of the conntry,
so far as regards the real advantages which are derived
therefrom. You have to take into account the volume of
trade, which you can only get by a comparison of prices
between the years. A sufficient answer to the question of
my hon. friend is this: that although the values in 1873
showed $217,000,000, the volame of trade in 1873, as can be
easily seen from the fall in prices, was far luvss than the
volume of trade in 1887, and, therefore, the prosperity of
the country in all that pertains to enlarged commeree so
far as this volume of trade is concerned, was greater in 1888
than it was in 1°73. Now with reference to the foreign
trade of the country. I think it can be discerned-in the
gpirit of the country, and I find it in conversation with
basiness men and on examination of the business enterprise
of the country, that the spirit is developing in this country
for incrensing our foreign trade more than it has been in.
creased for a number of years past, and for this there are
causes which I shall mention presently.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. FOSTER. My friends on the other side are quite
willing to bear me out in that statement, because, if it be
true, as I have no doubt it is, they try to gather from that
statement, some comfort for a lost caunse of their own. The
gpirit for increasing foreign trade is developing in this
-country, aud it is developing becanse of this reason., The
time was when the trade and industries of this country
were in a depressed state, when from 1874 to 1873 the
doors of Parliament were besieged by the representatives
of the industries of this country which were being slanzh-
tered from the United States markets. Those representa-
tives then came here and besouzht the hon. gentlamen
who then oceupied the Treasury benches to protect.the. in-
dustries and the trade of this country against rainous
competition. Why did they do this ? Because, Sir, from
1866 until that time unavailing efforts had beon made by
both Governments, and by both parties, in all candor and
earnestness, 10 have the trade between .our country and the
United States again placed on the basis of 1854 or some
reciprocal basis. All thesenegotiations were unayailing, and
in thie end events had come to such a crisis. that the people
of this country were rapidly coming to the conclusion that
if we could not get a reciprocity treaty with the couutry
alongide of us, we should at: least carve out & policy of
our own, we should build up our own.industries, we should
give them the. protectien: that. was necessary towards
building them up, we. should make a. commerco internal
which we hadibegen strangers. to up to that. time, and we
should lay the foundation for reaching out to. a.fereign
trade whieh can be only reached out to after that founda-
tion has been laid.im the internal: industries and commerce
of the country itsplf; Just as this Government came to

the aid of the people in 1878, and gave them that.measare

| of :protection which established their industries, and which

has encouraged and fostered them from 1879-to the preseant,
just as the Gévernment came to tho aid of the conntry then,
the Government is ready and williag 40.coms to the aid of
the, country now: and.implemens 10 the beatof ita ability



