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many places where it was causcd by excessive use of explosives, and where' the
material was ïwasted thjs ought flot to bave been done. JJnder tbese circum-
stances, I declined to certify any furtlier estiinates in Districts 'B3' and 'F,'
and resigned my position as Chief Enginee, stating that, in view of the general
disregard of my instructions, I had lost confidence ini tliat portion of the engineer-
ing staff who were responsible for the measurement, classification, supervision,
and inspection of considerable portions in District 'B' and east of Rennie
Crossing in District 'F,' lately gone over by me.

I based the statements contained in my resignation both on the facts admitted
by the engineers on the ground, in May and June, 1909, in their sworn statements
made in niy presence, and also upon my personal examination on the ground. On my
going over the work, in both Districts 'B' and 'F,' I found many cuttings and
borrow pits where the classification made by the engineers was such that, froin
my professional experience of near]y thirty ycars, I could not agree iwith it. This
was cspecially s0 in cuttings where ledge rock and other materials were shown on
cross-section shle *ets, but where, on the stations being pointed ont by the engineers
on the ground, no sucli ledge rock was found to correspond witl such crosS-
sections; or where, in order tbat a reasonably accurate measurement of sucli
rock sbould be made, it was evident tbat more numerous cross-sections should
have been taken. In various places 'where assembled rock was shown on the
cross-sections, an examination of the material on the adjoining siopes showed no
assembled rock sucb as indicated i11 my interpretation of clause 34 of the general
specifications, dated January, 1908. Froni mny notes, tnken on the ground at the
time, I bave compiled some examples or illustrations of tbe objectionable classifica-
tion.

In regard to my loss of confidence in a certain portion of tbe engineering
staff, I may say tbat this was due to their failure to carry out, in accordance
with niy views, the terms of the general specifications, and of my instructions
snd interpretations of clauséà 34, 35 and 36 of the specifications. The engieers
on tbe ground, who saw the work frequently wbile in progress, ouglit necessarily
to be best qualified to make tbe classification, provided tbey have the necessary
experience and are honest, and, tbough I may doubt whether some of them had
the necessary experience (as exemplified by the manner in whicli some crossi-sec-
tions were taken), I do not challenge the bonesty of their intentions. However,
being quite unable to agree with tbeir classification in very many places, I pre-
ferred to resign my position and salary.

MIr. Lum.sden bas been examined by myself, as counsel appointed by the commit-
tee; by IMr. Rl. C. Smith, K.C., representing tbe commissioners of tbe Transconti-
nental railway, and Mr. J. Hl. Moss, K.C., representing the engineers. It is difficult
te compress in any short space the resuit of tbe evidence. This is more difficuit be-
éause it is not easy to reduce to any simple propositions either the statenifents con-
tained in the letters or in the written etatement of Mr. Lumsden on page 71 of the
proceedings.

Mvr. Lumsden says that lie does not challenge the bonesty of intention of tbie
staff, althougi lie doubts whether some of them have the necessary experience; so
that, not only in the original statement, but repeatedly in bis evidence,' Mr. Lumsa-
den lias disclaimed any charge of impropriety or bad faith on the part of the staff.
The charge that sorne of the engineers lacked experience is probably intended to
apply more particularly to some of the resident engineers, and whatever foumdation
there rnsy be for this charge, it does not seemn to be of mucli importance considering
the machinery provided for the working out of the supervision of the construction
of the railway, both by the staff of the National Transcontinental Rai]way Com-
mission and by the engineers appointed on the part of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way Company.


