
If a dispute of this character referred to in paragraph 1 cannot be settled within six 
months from the request for consultation pursuant to paragraph 1, it shall, at the request of 
any party to such dispute, be submitted to arbitration or referred to the International Court 
of Justice for decision. Where a dispute is submitted to arbitration, if, within six months 
from the date of the request, the parties to the dispute are unable to agree on the 
organization of the arbitration, a party may request the President of the International Court 
of Justice or the Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint one or more arbitrators. 
In cases of conflicting requests by the parties to the dispute, the request to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations shall have priority.

When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, a State may declare 
that it does not consider itself bound by either or both of the dispute settlement procedures 
provided for in paragraph 2. The other Contracting Parties shall not be bound by a dispute 
settlement procedure provided for in paragraph 2 with respect to a Contracting Party for which 
such a declaration is in force.

A Contracting Party which has made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 3 may at 
any time withdraw it by notification to the Depositary.
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CHAPTER VII

FINAL CLAUSES

Article XVII

Signature

This Convention shall be open for signature, by all States at the Headquarters of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna from 29 September 1997 until its entry into 
force.

Article XVIII

Ratification. Acceptance. Approval

This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the 
signatory States. An instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be accepted only 
from a State which is a Party to either the Vienna Convention or the Paris Convention, or a 
State which declares that its national law complies with the provisions of the Annex to this 
Convention, provided that, in the case of a State having on its territory a nuclear installation as 
defined in the Convention on Nuclear Safety of 17 June 1994. it is a Contracting State to that 
Convention.
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