1996 PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION
OF MARINE POLLUTION BY DUMPING OF WASTES
AND OTHER MATTER, 1972

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THIS PROTOCOL,

STRESSING the need to protect the marine environment and to
promote the sustainable use and conservation of marine resources,

NOTING in this regard the achievements within the framework of the
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and
Other Matter, 1972 and especially the evolution towards approaches based on
precaution and prevention,

NOTING FURTHER the contribution in this regard by complementary
regional and national instruments which aim to protect the marine environment
and which take account of specific circumstances and needs of those regions and
States,

REAFFIRMING the value of a global approach to these matters and in
particular the importance of continuing co-operation and collaboration between
Contracting Parties in implementing the Convention and the Protocol,

RECOGNIZING that it may be desirable to adopt, on a national or
regional level, more stringent measures with respect to prevention and
elimination of pollution of the marine environment from dumping at sea than are
provided for in international conventions or other types of agreements with a
global scope,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT relevant international agreements and
actions, especially the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982,
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21,

RECOGNIZING ALSO the interests and capacities of developing
States and in particular small island developing States,

BEING CONVINCED that further international action to prevent, '
reduce and where practicable eliminate pollution of the sea caused by dumping
can and must be taken without delay to protect and preserve the marine
environment and to manage human activities in such a manner that the marine
ecosystem will continue to sustain the legitimate uses of the sea and will
continue to meet the needs of present and future generations,

HAVE AGREED as follows:



