
Much has happened since those days when the T nuclear world, by their words and actions, made it clear th
nightmare" seemed to trouble us a]l. Historie bilateral nuclear testing was simply no longer acceptable. Thý'
arms reduction agreements have been signed between outcome of CTBT negotiations, in whikh India was,
the USA and Russia, the most recent of which, START unable to rally any significant ally in its fight gis"
II, will reduce to less than 7,000 by the year 2003 the the treaty, in spite of its flaws, conflrmis the strength o'
total nuxnber of the strategic nuclear warheads of Rus- this global movement.
sia and the USA- Canada is encouraging Russia to rat The momentum behind nuclear disarmament continue
ify STAUT II and believes that this would provide the to build. A number of recent and upcoming develop
basis, already expressed by the US, for further reduc- mns atclryteItrainlCuto utc

tions-a STAR III.decision on the legality of nuclear weapons, the report o
In Europe, NATO has madie substantia] reductions in the Canberra Comnmission, the resumoption in 1997 o
nuelear forces over the past 5 years. The lanti-baseti the NPT preparatory process anti recent proposais t
nuclear stockpile in Europe has been reduced by over establish nuclear weapons free zones in C entrai n
80% since 1991, and by an even larger proportion from Eastern Europe will ensure that policy-niakers in this
the Colti War peak levels; further reductions will be country will face difficuit decisions over the comin
completeti in the next two years. mnonths anti years on nuclear issues.
The French have recently talcen some positive unilateral In its ativisory opinion issued on Ju]y 8, 1,996, the C
steps with regard to, their niielear arsenal, reducing the addressed the question of the legality of the threat o
numbers of nuclear warheads and delivery vehicles, use of nuclear weapons. As expecteti, the Court did o
closing down its nuclear testing facility. inake a definitive statement on the illegality of nucea

The ignig b Fracethe S an UKearler his ear weapons. The Court fournd that, generafly, the threator
The lgnng y Fance th USandUR eriir tis ear use of nuclear weapons would be contrary to intera-

of the Protocols to the African andi South Pacific Nuclear tialaw prtclrteawoamecofc.H
Weapons Free Zone Treaties are further positive sig- ee h or etoe h usino hte
nais. Currently over haif of the world's surface a-nd tra rueo ula apn ol ecnrr
more tha-n half of the countries of the earth are covereti itrainlîwi exrm îcmtxcs0

by te trni ofvarousNWFs. hes ar sias hat defence", in which the very survival of a State woultib
countries are comziitted to meeting their nuclear non- a tk.TeCutuaiosyrareiteol

proifeatin ati isamamnt bjetivs.tion on states, containe inm Article VI of the NPT t
For Canada, the most recent critical event was the 1995 "pursue in goo4 fa-ith andi bring to conclusion. uegota
agreement to indefinitely extenti, or to imake permanent, tions leadlng to nuclear disarmatnent li ail its aspet
the $P-T. The key thýiag about the extension decision is wider strict and effective international controlý.
that permanence enshrines the Treaty's values. The The 17-member "CÇanberra Comsino teEiia
global coxnmunity is now unequivocally comlitted to tion of Nuclear Weaponsý, a grou of eint in.dividu-
nuclear non-proliferation, disarmament anti safe- ais froni around the world, ha adtet rps
guartied peacefùl use. These are inot principles we are 1'practical steps towards a nucla free wo1.Th
goipg to reconsier every once in-a-whble; they are now Commiission tableti its re~port on 14 August Wile
amng the permanent proclaimeti values of the world many of the report's recommendations are consistent
comunty. with longstanding Canatian nuclear disarmanient pol
At that NPT Conférence, it was also agreeti that a Coni- icy (support for CTBT, Cut-off improved verifleatin
prehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) andi a Convention further nuclear reductions beyond START II),
ta eut-off the Supply of Fissile Materl for weapons pur- Canada cannot fully endorse some of the analyrsisan

psswere pniorities and representeti critical 5teps on coclsions.

the~ ~ ~ ~ ~~0 *bdtwrd ulardsr enOe th sie Th flpie f the disarmament con is the securityî
objetivs Gewal me nSety 1,w the T ited dimension. Caniada is a member of NATO0 a
Nains eewrt wiell noe th CBtrea ty«~ 2 . Alliance which con4libutes to anda seuit.It

wlll pu xwoth an l sig t ha tr y o ep 4 h an Alliance in transition. C a d , as a N T ly a
any environment, anti for all time. And regr ess of avoe tteo1io

theprblmswe will face i tem of ge tith treaty In the imniediate post-Cold War pro n19,NT
to enter ito force, it wiUlrprsn an overwhelmlng helti that nuclear waoswere waosflstrot.

lalad moral focei the worldsipy put, it estab- Currently, NATO views uuclafocss pita"
lisesa loalnom gans nclartesting that evey -insruens designed ta rsrepac n rvn

counrywheter t hs sinedor ot, will bê loath. toi coercion 'andi war. Thecag s osdrbl..eeJ
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