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Working Papcr on V-erification and the Monitoring of
Comnlianci? in a Ch::mical Waapons Convention

1. The United Kingdom considers that much useful work was carried out last year

in the Ad Hoc' Vilorking Group on Chemical W.,:,,apons towards elaborating the elements of

a Chemical H^^apôns Convention. Wu hope that the momentum of the work of this Group

will be maintained by a deeper examination of all the issu-s undar consideration

last year, especially the important issues of verification and monitoring of

compliance.

INTRODUCTION

2. The United Kingdom believes that, as is the case in many arms control agreements,

it is necessary for all States party to a Convention to have reasonable confidence

in the compliance of all other 'States parties, and that.the provisions of a CU

Convention would therefore need to include âdoquate measures for its verification.

The United Kingdom considers that verificâtion measures would be necessary for each
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stage of implementation - that is for declaration and destruction of stockpiles and

production facilities - and thereaft;:r to monitor the continu;^d compliance of Statos

to the provisions of the Convention d(.-;alinJ with non-production of chemical weapons,

including the monitoring of p^rmitted uses of chemical warfar:; agents and dual-purpose

agents. It is also essential that the Convention has an effective complaints

procedure for the handling of any doubts which might aris^ about the implementation

of the Convention.

3. The verification of implemcntation must be under international control.

Thereaftcr verification of compliance could be by a mixture of bilâteral and

multilateral contacts between States parti:,s, with an international body - a

Consultative Committee - playing a decisive role.

MONITORING COMPLIANCE

(a) Voluntary Bilateral Contacts

4. Although the United Kingdom believes that implementatin should be strictly

monitored by an international body (the Consultativ;^! Committee), this period will

provide many opportunities for confidence building. In this respect voluntary
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