
Panel One: Instruments of reconciliation/retribution/peacebuilding

Kenneth Bush, Research Feilow, Centre for Foreign Policy Studies, Dalhousie University

Ronald Slye, Professor, Seattle University School ofLaw

The first panel continued from Madam Justice Arbour's comments and explored the
différent instruments used ini peacebuilding activites as well as the selected

application of truth and reconciiation commissions, drawing priinarily from the
South African experience.

Dr. Kenneth Bush provided an overview of the different instruments used by the international

communkty i bis presentation. Bush argued that there bas been too much empbasis on the various
instruments of peaccbuilding wbich have been employed, and too, little attention on other
instruments flot commonly associated. with peacebuilding. These ailier instruments may actually

contribute more to the establishment of a sustainabke peacefli sociery. He raised the importance of

asking the question: how do we determine if peaoebuilding instruments worked. Part of the problem

in addressing this question, in Busb's view, bas been that the military instruments have tended to

drown out the development agencies in determining the response to civil conflicts. Pardy this is


