
Identifying the strengths and limitations of existing arrangements, as well as potential

improvements, is a relatively simple exercise. A more challenging question pertains to how

supportive parties might stimulate fiirther developments, particularly in effecting a transition from

national standby arrangements to a dedicated UN standing capability.

There appear to be four approaches with at least some potential for generating wider support and

possibly the pursuit of more ambitious measures. First, officiais could pursije fwther incremental

changes and improvisations to existing arrangements. Gradually, this might inspire wider

confidence and political will. Second, a vision-oriented, cumulative development process could

begin to attract even wider assistance. Third, more favourable conditions would also stem from

supportive public diplomacy and civil society working through partnerships anid transnational

coalitions. Information, education and advocacy are among the keys to mobilising broad-based

support. Fourth, although regrettable, favourable conditions may ensue in the ùmmediate aflermath

of another global tragedy. Over the past century, there were at least five occasions when deadly

conflict generated what might be described as 'ripe' moments. Rather than await thxe ineatol

consensuis that stems from another tragedy, it is time to conduct an. in-depth review of the options

and requirements for a UN standing emergency capability.

If pursued independently, eaeh approach might generate modest prges If pursued

simultaneously, as part of a co-ordinated and integrated plan, the prospects would definitely

improve. Therefore, this paper provides a preliminary blueprint of options corepndn to eadi

approach. Success on this rather elusive endeavour will necessitate a far more comre e


