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(c) Unless the conference decides otherwise, the amendment shall be deemed to
have been accepted and shall enter into force in accordance with the proce-
dures specified in sub-paragraphs (2)(e), (2)(f), (2)(g) and (2)(h) respectively,
provided that reference in sub-paragraph (2)(h) to the Maritime Safety
Committee expanded in accordance with sub-paragraph (2)(b) shall be taken
to mean reference to the conference.

4. Any declaration of acceptance of, or objection to, an amendment or any notice
given under sub-paragraph (2)(h) shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary-
General who shall inform all Parties of any such submission and the date of its
receipt.

5. The Secretary-General shall inform States of any amendments which enter
into force, together with the date on which each such amendment enters into force.

ARTICLE IV

Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. The Convention shall remain open for signature at the Headquarters of the
Organization from 1 November 1979 until 31 October 1980 and shall thereafter remain
open for accession. States may become Parties to the Convention by:

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval; or

(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed by ratifi-
cation, acceptance or approval; or

(c) accession.

2. Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be affected by the deposit
of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General.

3. The Secretary-General shall inform States of any signature or of the deposit
of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession and the date of
its deposit.

ARTICLE V

Entry into force

1. The Convention shall enter into force 12 months after the date on which
15 States have become Parties to it in accordance with Article IV.

2. Entry into force for States which ratify, accept, approve or accede to the
Convention in accordance with Article IV after the condition prescribed in para-
graph (1) has been met and before the Convention enters into force, shall be on the
date of entry into force of the Convention.


