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the compleat artist

Charles G.\gnon -bornin Montr;:al in1934-1is
arara avis in modern art, because he is involved
mmany media; he lets them ovcrhp frecly, and
e does them all with great sensitivity and’
distinction — painting, drawing, filn, photo-
graphy, product and enviroumenital design,
pustage stamnp design, ctc. Andin addition, heis
mexcellent teacher. A potpourriz Never,

What holds this phenomenal man togetheris -

aphxlosophml and broadly religious sense of
being, Media, he argues, arc “just to be used.”

HUGO McPHERSON

Too many people are interested in the hardware

of the arts; and “softwarce” (the carcfully plan-
ned material aimed at an audience) has now
become a four-letter word. .

He sums this up in a very sxmpl'. w.1y “lam
interested in refining my receptor.” The main
line for an artist is to exprese a vision, in what-
ever medium - 1o express images of “the
cosmios.” In this sense the artist is a philosopher.
He is not interested in the public or in other
people’sideas: that situation means being trap-

ped in a conformist world; and unforrunate v
the artist is stuck in a sociery that has no usc for
philosophers or artists,

Thus, Gagnon feels a freedom 10 express hic
consciousness in any forin that comes to him,
He is close to Zen thoughe, and the idea thatin
art“La matiére chante”™ - a beautiful phrase.

-Québec art; in these temas. is o intellectual;

such theories as those of Les plasticiens are not on
the route. And Abstract Expressionism is 2t best
akind of ego trip.




