
omy became more centrallzed in th~e industrial states of Rio
de Janeiro, Sâo Pauflo and Minas Gerais. The Great Reces-
sion markecl the start of i ndust rial ization in ail states of the
fédération.

In 1930, a revolution brought Dr. Gelulio Vargas t0 power.
He established a centralized Constitution and remained in
power until 1945. A new Constitution restored democracy in
1946, permltting development of the economy, which was
charpcterized by the growth of Brazll's manufacturing
sector.
In 1964, a coup d'état brought the military to power for
21 years. During this period incorne distribution and wealth
became increasingly unbalanced, accentuating regional
disparities,
In 1982, the rnîlitary allowed free gubernatorial elections
whlch gave a ma]ority to the opposition in the Chamber of
Deputies. Due to strong support and as a resuit of legisia-
lion introduced by the rnllitary, the électoral college was
able to choose the principal leader of the opposition,
Tancrodo Noves, as civilian Presldent on January 15, 1985.
He dîed before assurnlng power and was replaced by Vice
President José Sarney.

Constitution
Brazil is a Fédéral Republic composed of 24 states, two
territ ories and a faderal district, Brasilia, the capital of fthe
Union.
Under the Constitution, an elected president assumes the
executive power witl' a cabinet of ministers which can
issue decrees. Laws are promnulgatod by a bicameral logis-
lative branch composed of a Chamber of Deputies and a
Soniate. Laws and prasidential decrees are enforced by f ive
major sectorial tribupals, aIl çiominatoel by the Supreme
Fédéral Tribunal which controls, under the Constitution, the
juica! power for the Union.

Population and Principal Cities
With 140 million inhabitants, of which one in every two is
under 25 years old, Brazil has roughly haIt the entire South
American population with an average density of 16 persons
par square kilometre. Tho population is mostly concentratod
along the coast where the original settiements were made
and in the island pockots created by fthe industrial states of
Sào Paulo and Minas Gerais. Tthe two major metropolitan


