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- Ybe particularly important in determining the end product,
- be of relatively little use for non-hcstile purposes,
- pose a serious risk from the standpoint of an effective ban
and therefore require particular attention with r2spect to
verification.
4 definition of key precurscr may alsc serve State Parties to a
convention as a guide for evaluation of future developments with
respect to key precursors which have not previously been generally
known or were discovered in the future. '
For the latter purposz, alleged key precursors, and for which data
proving this were lacking, could be related to any of the three
types of toxic chemicals bty means of toxicity determinations on
their end products formed in their reactions with other precursors.
The existence of the definition would also serve as a guideline
when chemicals falling under the general definition cf precursors
above may not need to be destroyed or could be diverted or produced
for permitted purposes.
Optional to having an explicit definition of key precurscrs, it
might be possible to have only a 1ist of key precursors. Such
2 1list could be established and revised as necessary by the
Consultative Committee on the basis of agreed criteria similar
to those discussed above. This might meke i% possible to have a
simple definition like e2.g.:
'Key PreQursor' means a precursor which has been identified by
the Consultative Committee, on the basis of zgreed criteria, as
requiring particular attention from the point of view of
destruction.
4 list of key precursors could alsc be made up in sddition to a
definition of key precursors.
The question of lists of key precursors was not thoroughly
discussed duringz the consultations but seems o be favourable to
most delegations. Nor was it discussed as to which extent they

might be revised.



