se
sal

ac
er

jon
| to
35,
ort
‘he
jon
un-

tly
olic
jts
in”

até
ray
n’'s
Hive

the
his
itoV
urm
fild-

ublic
fairs:

d bé
o\/id'

sous

e —— e

o —— e ———

312 i

Canada \\leekly

Ottawa
Canada

Volume 13, No. 19

May 8, 1985

Forest industry: a major contributor
to the Canadian economy, 1

Forest fellers at Expo in Atlanta, 3
Acid rain reduction plan, 4

cflnadlan and Romanian leaders
discuss mutual-interest issues, 4

Machine readable passport, 5
Training in Egypt, 5

New communications developments
Promise increased markets, 6

Exports of forest products, 6
Review of broadcasting policy, 6
News of the arts — Oscar awards, 7

News briefs, 8

g
o
—

. X
P73
=

B i
[ N |
e

National Forest Week
May 5-11

Affaires extérieures

I External Affairs
Canada

Canada

Forest industry: a major contributor to the Canadian economy

With almost half the country’s land area
covered by forests, chiefly conifers, the
forestry industry has become Canada’s
largest industry. Its value to the economy
is estimated at $20 billion annually and it
contributes more to the national economy
than metals, food and agriculture, fisheries,
and the automotive industries combined.

The forest industry directly employs some
300 000 Canadians
across the country
in pulp and paper
and wood manufac-
turing and logging.
It also indirectly
employs another half
million Canadians
through service or
related industries
such as residential
building, printing and
publishing, industrial
packaging, and furni-
ture manufacturing. It
consumes large quan-
tities of energy and
requires efficient
transportation ser-
vices, and machinery
and equipment, in-
cluding control sys-
tems using advanced
technologies. It has
been estimated that vastland area.
one job in every ten in Canada, there-
fore, depends to some extent upon the
forest industry.

All regions of Canada participate in the
forest industry activity. In British Columbia,
forest products represent over half the
province’s industrial production and ex-
ports, while in the maritimes forest products
total about one-third of manufacturing acti-
vity. Other provinces reflect varied levels:
Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 7 per cent;
the prairie provinces, 10 to 15 per cent.

Over 5 000 companies located across
Canada, from small operations to muilti-
national corporations, comprise this in-

—

dustry. And more than 300 communities
in the country depend upon the forest
industry for their existence.

A major world supplier
Canada is the second largest wood producer
in the world and softwood growth represents
about 14 per cent of the total. In harvesting
softwood stock, the country ranks third in
world production, but
it is the largest ex-
porter of softwood
lumber, supplying 45
per cent of world
markets. Canada also
accounts for more
than one-fifth of world
exports of manufac-
tured forest products.
Primary forest pro-
ducts divide into two
major categories, with
wood products inclu-
ding iumber, plywood
and others accounting
for about one-third
of the value of all
shipments, and pulp
paper and paperboard
representing the other
@ two-thirds.
Z  Lumber is first in

Forests - cover almost half of Canada’s production in the wood

products sector, fol-
lowed by millwork, exterior panels of soft-
wood plywood and waferboard, and pre-
fabricated housing. Shipments in paper and
allied industries are more equally divided,
with market pulp leading slightly, followed
by newsprint, converted paper and board
products, and other paper and paperboard.
Lumber, pulp and newsprint are respon-
sible for about 85 per cent of Canada's
forest products exports. Plywood, wafer-
board and various paper grades are sold to
both domestic and international markets,
while some valued-added products service
the Canadian market only.
Canadian softwood lumber shipments



