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of Corr:mons in the cri.t:ic<zl ^rears 1G36-39, is instruc-

tive. In 1936 f ore _^,n âï'.fair: were debated on • two

separate occas.i ons in the Lous- totalling six hours

in the session February to j.zne; in 1937 on three

da-,'s - a.total of ?^r hour.s from Janu.ary to April;

in 1cI38 twice, marinrr a pe --,-iod of 7-1-- hours in the

session from Jantxa.rt- to and in 1939 three days

(Y'e.^^'re'sentin^.^° a s-pan of 16, hours) were set aside to

t'-;-°i.r d.isçussion for the ,'i.rsr session T ar.uar;T to

June. These times do not, inclu,3p debates r.égarGing

defence or questions of .forel.c.n policy Li.e. reviews

of the world situation,7 in the 'r:ouse. (l )

R. Barry Farrel painted a somew»at brighter

picture in 1947 and 194C":'.:

Legislative bod_tr;s r ^'o1-ida some external
controls on those who plan Canadian fore.ign
policies. The most i.mpor.t^,,nt bodies are the
House of Commons and the ?iot)s= of Comrnons
Cor:+rrittee on ',zt^^rnal r:.'.fai.rs. The concern
of t}:iP _Hol)s.°, of ^C^r17Y^C%r;ti: v"J i't}-- ^^:r .,° i Ç•. n relations
has increased steadily in the ç:r:.st fifteen
ye8rs• A few years ac"C) a f;+;ajnj^e,y ofo^. Parliament
remarked that zt the time of one of the wo.rld ts
rT'8r^t C7'1QP.S, i.n 17 É^, t}H ^.ol.ise devot^C^
twenty-seven minutes to external affairs and
over eight hours to a tarif'f on asz^^.rÜrus. In
the 1948 session of Parliament;, discussions
of-international problems f-111 about f ive
hundred and fifty par=es of Flouse of Commo.:s
Hansard and thi3 count does not inclucie refer-
ences to f..,r. e ign affaira in the àebate in reply
to the speech from the throne. As a matter of
fact before 1947 full-nress dehates or, foreir;n
po1.3.cy were infrequent; f.orei`-n af.fairs came to
the attention of the House lar;-ely in debates
on treaties and other international obligations.
nepartir,ient, of TYternal :^ff•air- estimates were
comrnonl-^: pres.enterfl Lite in the session when
time for discussic,r v,-:s short. In 1947 a general
debate on Coreif-7n polj_c^; t:oob, place on July 4,
This was preceded by a short statement by the
Secretary of State for _r,xt cr,cul Affairs. In
1948 the general debate came m<<ch. earlier, or.
April 29, and extended for four days. The
A;inister 's statement c^r. s lon^;er and far more
t'^+_orou^;h. ri-•liteen members participated in
the 1947 debate while tiii.rt,ÿ spoke in 1948.

^i i ic^_olas iwlianserE_,h: S-112-vc;y of British Commonwealth
.affairs 1931-39. p. 12Or7 •


