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of Commons in the critical vears 1%3%36-3%, is instruc-

2ifairs were debated on. two

C.)

tive., In 1936 foreign ¢
separate occasions in the House totalling six hours

in the session Februs iry to June; in 1937 on three

,nlu

days = a.total of %% hours fromr January to April;

in 1838 twice, makine a pericd of 74 hours in the
session from January to July: and in 1939 thres days

(representing a span of 1l& hours) were set aside to

=

their discussion for the Tiwst session January to
June. These times do not include debates regarding
defence or questions of foreicn policy /I.e. reviews
of" the world situation/ in the

K. Barry Farrel painted 2 somswhat brighter

picture in 1947 ansd 1u48:

Legislative bodiss provide some external
controls on those whao plan Canadian foreign
policies, The most importsnt bodies are rhe
House of Commons and the Louse of Commons
Committee on Wxternal Affairs. The concern
of the House of Commors with forelign relations
has Increased steadily in the cast fifteen
veers. A few ysars ago s Member of Parlisment
remarked that at the time of one of the worlc's
creat crises, Jﬂ 1956, the House devotsd
twenty-oeven minutes to external affairs znd
over eight®t hours to a Ed”‘rT on asparacus. In
the 1946 session of Parlia nt, discussions

-Internzticnal wroblems ml.L about five
mundred and fifty pages of Houss of Commons
Hansarc and this count does not include refer-
enceés to foreign affairs in the debate in reply
to the speech from the throne. As a matter of
fact before 1947 full-dress debates on foreign
volicy were infrequent; foreien affairs came to
the attenthD of the House largely in debates
on treeties and othenr internaticnal obligutions.
Department of Hvternal Affaips estimates were
commonly prasented late in the session whean
time for discussior was short. In 1947 2 general
devate on 7 oreipgn policv took place on July 4.
This was pvwceoo‘ by a short statement by the

Secretary of State for Bxternal Affairs. In
1948 the general debate came much earlier, on
April 29, and extended for four davs. The
hinister's statement was longer and far more
trhorough. Biechteen members ‘dvt1c1p¢t°a in
the 1947 debate while thirty spoke in 1948,

(TT Ficholas Mansergh: Survey of British Commonwealth
AIP 1rs 1931-39. p. 120n.




