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education. It had usuàlly considered it was doing its dui
in adxninistering the sohools under its supervision and
giving the Governxnent expert adviee when wanted; it h
neyer agitated in controversial matters, even to impro
education. But public opinion was thoroughly stirred up a.
leadership was 80 evidently needed froin those who wf
responsible f or Protestant education, that the Protesta
Commnittee broke away fromn its traditions and is sendi
represeiitatives to these meetings of the Federated Commniti
to plan a publie campaign. Such a lead was ail the m(
useful ini view of the harin that might be done, not oniy
the cause of a compulsory law but to educational interesta
general in Quebec, by the eampaign for national sehools.

During the spring months this nationalist campaigu m
opened in Ottawa. The promoter of the debate in the Sena
said two of bis main purposes were to give Quebec an attex
ance law and to secure more of a national spirit in educatiu
The effort to secure more of union and thie strength of
national spirit is ini itself commzendable, if it does not destr
existing systems or abolish local control. Sucli a union
hcarts is not necessarily bound up with a uniforin 8ysteiu
sehools. Any movement towards a national spirit ni
reeko,ý(n with essential differences and existing conditions; ii
just here thiat nationalist theorizing breaks away fromn so
foundutions and builds casties ini the air. The promot,
expeet too muelh of the schools. The sphiere of the school
circumscribed by public opinion; when we analyze society
frnd the school is only one of the several educating agenol
Publie opinion, the press, and the Church are all doing i
saine work of forming ideas. The ideals whichi thie sehool
strivinig for must not be in opposition to those of the co
munity or the school W'11 break down, and will become 1

scenc of an eternal round of petty squabbles between teach
and parents. The leaders of this nationalist campaign
not secin to realize that the factsof the case here in Quel
ar all againt the realization of their dreani of naio
sehools as the agency for brînging about a union of heartuý
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