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ber graces, the naivec charms of lie
wit, the drol railleries at my escapades
the mnerry logic she could use t4
convitice tue of my foulies, would be
story long in the telling. Her gifi
were as numerous as hier substance wa!
intangible.

Once 1 Went to dine withi a group 0]
baclielors like myseif, and at the thirc
course-there were eiglit of thema and
sornethiîîg after-the talk drifted tc
the subject which stands at the head
Of MY present writing. Noue of oui
haclielors were old in years, but Soule
of them were aged and confirmed iii the
inysteries of their order. Bachelors,
tiley had always been, and baclielors
tliey would reniaiti tili the crack of
d10011. Otie wortlby stood up iii bis
place anI offered a toast to the confit-
sion of anyoue in the company who
would forswear bis present allegiance.
Women, lie sliouted, were tolerable
companions for an evening beneatli
the gas liglits or on the Piazza at a
surnmer watering-place, but to sit
across the table frotu the saine wonian
for a life-time was a bondage not to be
endured. He bad neyer Vet niet a
woman whonî lie could trust; tliey
were ail schemiers and triflers and for
his part lie would have noue of thei.

Others followed in the sanie vein,
mocking and making liglit of womien
from Eve to Cleopatra, froni Cleopatra
to their latest acquainta1 î0 e of the
drawing-room. Some said woînen
were ignorant, sorte averred that they
were only useful as ornaneuts or plaY-
things and could offer a nian no Iasting
coxnpanionship; one or two distrusted
them entirely. The turu of Sandys
came at last, thougli, indeed, that namne
is a later acquisition, and as I rose in
niy place to speak, the Woman of my
fancy waS before me with eyes on fire

r and indignation in lier posture. I
'think she niUst bave seized the words
3as they issued fromin y lips an~d fluîîg

1 theru in bot anger amiong my wincing
cOturades. I called thein cowards and

3Weakliîîgs that they sbould talk tîtus
oIf the womien who bore themt. It Was

Ftheir- own false features which tbey
saw reflected in the faces before whicli
theY offered their bollow flattery, it
was their own ignorance and incon-
stancy which tbey inîputed to womnan-
kind, thieir own vulgarity wliicli saw
flothing in woînen but perishable or-

*naments and toys. In my flood of
talk the nhistress of my fancy was still
before nie, supporting in arguments
and conivincing me more deeply of thetruth Of them. Ini womaiî, I went on,a mfan can find ail that lie looks for,
and if his own instincts are higli lie
will find sorte lieart to respoîid to theni
and to further ail the best efforts lie
cati make. Just as human life itself is
not SOmething hemnied in and coinfin-
ed in narrow limlits, so the association
of cite man with 011e woman front
youth to age, is a redoubled protest
against the limitations of time aîîdspace. In it ail the faculties of tuan-
hood are enlarged and made more
noble; the nhind is stiniulatecl to fresli
efforts, and the heart opens a wider
door to the cry Of sufferers iii whatever
degree and Place they suifer.

But juist as 111Y mentor in the thin
air before nie liad beckoîîed me to lier
defence, so she Waved rue down before
1 had gonie too far, and I took îny
place again behind the wine glasses
amid the bravos of tlie company. I
had made sortie impression at îeast,
for the thenie was changed forthwith
and no0 more ribaldry passed aînong
theni cOncerîling the women of our
acquaintance. Whenever sucli an oc-


