
U"" 1st, 1896.- THE
dress "o a wronged wife, allows a man's illegaitia cide

tosaei is estate.
lu England before 1858 a divorce could not be obtained

ex1cepting biy a special Act of Parliament, the law being the
~1e85is at present in Ontario. Marriage was considered

Inldissoluble and the courts could not dissolve it. Tbe relig-
Ionls easons.for this were not in force as the Anglican Cburchdid flot cOnsider marriage a sacrainent, and af ter the IRef or-
Mao Cranme r reported in favour of empowering the Courts
tgran divorce. Tbe expense of obtainiug it was very
and a va tng in some instances, to tbousands of pounds,

apoi an opli were made, at last the Queen in 18508. Pited a Commission to investigate the whole matter.
fTe oulraissioners reported in favourof the establisbment

of a court empowered to dissolve marriage for adultry, and
001todngy ths was doue in 1858. At present divorce is
?Oltitled b the Hieli Court of Justice. The proceeding is

Yfiitdb presenting a petition to thei Court setting forth
the gronson?
the uso wbicb the applicant relies, the other party is"Iserved, tbe matter is tried by a judge and jury, and if
the facts are decided in favour of the petitioner the Court
ýrant8 a divorce. It inay be tried in camera, and a bill bas

rJu8t Pasmed the 11use of Lords allowing tbe presiding judgeto 811y what portions of the evidence shaîl be publisbed.
This law bas given great satisfaction and no ob)jections

haebee urged against it in Parliament or by the press.
Teîlaw in Canada varies in the different Provinces.

tY be ritish Nortb America Act divorce is one of theinatter5 over wbicîî the Dominion Parliament bas exclusive
jlr' ctiOn, but in the Provinces where Divorce Courts exist-

~ rio. to Confederation tbe Dominion Parliainent lias nlot
iflterfered with tbem tbough it bas the power.

. lu Nova l4eotia the Judge in Equity is Judge of the
bVorce Court,wbich can declare a nîarria,,,e uull an odfor

h. b.erY,crueltyimpotenceor kindred grounds within the pro-
ited degree,an the jýowers and principles belonging tothe1voree Court in England as, far as applicable have also been

<ofered on this Court.
. n New Brunswick thiere is a Court called IlThe Court

f~ Divorce and MUatrinionial. Causes " presîded over by one
,le the Judges Of the Supreme Court. The grounds of divorce

ited degrY, impotencoe and consaiiguinity within the prohib-

111 Prince Edward Island matrimonial matters miay be
lard by the Lieut. Goveruor and bis Council, wbo are cou-

'tituted a Court for this purpose. The causes of divorce are
ftdUlterYifimpotence, and consauguinîty within the prohbited
d8gre0e

3'

lUa 1 British Columbia tbe powers beionging to the Eng-
Divheor ce Court bave been confered ou the Supreme Court

ofthProvice, but this bas been doubted and the law is

Cod" Quebýc no court eau dissolve marriage, and by tbe Civil
e,, Of Lower Canada marriage is declared indiss oluble. The

fovilncial Courts, bowever, bave power to annul a marriage
Or alY of the following causes: impotence, wbere there bas

tno11 free consent, or an absence of cousent of parent,etc.,
toth arriage of a minor, and lastly where the marriage is

MWeîPersons related witbiu certain prohibited degrees.
rriage between Roman Catbolics performed by a Protes-

Void. "lister bas becu held invalid and may be declared

ai,11 Ontario no Divorce Court bas ever been establisbed
8~e. en whereby marriage can be dissolved is by

efPiAt of the Dominion Parliameut. The Hizb Court
1 bas jurisdiction in cases of f raud, mistake, duress,

these flacnY, and possil>ly waîît of age A marriage under
the circuiTstlnces may be declared void. But this is on
the, ground that as tliere was no consenting mind iu one of
dec Parties no valid marriage was ever contracted and the

"'e~ of tle court. is simplv a judicial declaration of what

the ni MAanitoba and the North West Territories the law is

tbas bn Ontario.
t a een suggested that Parliament sbould abolisb the

a",aOr e aJudge thereof a limited jurisdiction in div-
jetter t iclude Ontario. Wbile there are mauy oh-

JolltlolstOths twould certainly ho a great improvemeut
e or8nt system of Parliameutary divorce.

Cil.,lýLs F.ERTN MADONLD.
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'Plie FaU iii lices.

IN dealing witb this phase of the IlSilver and Cold
question in TuE WEEK of the lOth April,Mr. Jemnîett,

after sayirîg Il that prices on the whiole are now about 40
per cent. low er than they were in 187 1," lays (Iown the fol
lowing Ilprelirninairy," proposition

"The value of a commodity, its exehangable value, is
anything else for whici ià can be exchanged. it is inot any
one thing but anything wliich is exchiangeable for the coui-
modity. There eau thus be no such thing as a universal
rise or fail in values; that would inean that everything biad
risen or fallen with respect to everytbing else."

In this 1 entirely colleur. It practically adimits, or
rather sets fortb ail I have been con tending for so far as tbe
rise in the price or exchangable value of gold is concerned;
accept it and a simple arithmetical. calculation will show
that gold in relation to ail other exchangable products is
66 :2-3 per cent. dearer than it was in 1871. The only ques-
tion remaining at issue between us now is the share that the
demonetization of silver bas had iii bringing about t'ais
result. Mr. Jemmett thinks it bas been snîall, 1 think, not
only that it bas been large but that this is fairly deduciblo
f rom his own argument.

In bis flrst paper (TnE WýEli, Marcb 2 7ti) he points to the
"enormously iucreased " production of gold in recent yeai.s,

and says there is no reason to suppose that the increased sup-
ply "blas been obtained at any larger proportionate cost ;" in
bis second (Tiiî, WEK, April :lrd) he shows that the increase
iii tbe world's supply of silver bas also been very great, (lue
largely to increased facilities of transport, and improvenuents
in mining machinery ; wbile in bis third (THE WEEK, April
lOth) he grows eloquent over the great advauces that have
been made in the production of other comîinodities. Placing
these tbree-gold, silver,-and general produets -ii opposition
there is nothing in the cost of production or quantity pro-
duced of any one of them to indicate auy marked change in
"ltbe proportion in whiebh itvill excbange " for an), one of
tbe others.

As the preeious nietals waste less in the using their
value is less affected by occasional variations in the produet,
and thb' y have a cumulative property not possessed by ordi-
nary comînodities;- so, while production of aIl comnmodities,
including gold and silver, remains stationary, or i'icreases
uniformly, there is a continuai tendency to a rise in prices.
In view of tbis and of the large increase in the supply of
gold and silver during the last twenty-five years, notwith-
standing the increase in the supply of other products may
bave been somewbat larger, it is not iprobîible thîtt there
would have been any material difference in exchangable
values liad both metals retainied the position ini the mercan-
tile world tbey occupied previous to 1871. llad tbey both
continued to be money metals the ratio between the inoney
and the goods seeking it would not have been seriously <lis-
turbed.

I will try and make this clear withoutencumbetring, the
page with many figures.

In 1871 gold andsilver were recognized and f reelv coin-
ed as money in every country save one, and constituied the
world's moaey supply; silver being in excess in the rittio of
about 5 to 4. This money supply we wilI represen- by the
figure 1. Sinice that time the increase in the supply of silver
bas been about 40 and of gold 48 per cent., making the total
or aggregate increase nearly 44 per cent., leaving our present
supply, had it not been arbitrarily interfered witb 1.44. As
silver bas since been demonetjzed iu ahl the rich countries.
it is within the mark to say tbat the demonetizing processes
that bave been going on during the last twenty-five years
bave removed haîf the silver froîn its place as mouey and
made it a mere commoditv, thus reducing tbe money supply
one-fourth or to 1.08, leaving us iu the twenty-five years an
8 per cent. increase of înoney, wbile, during the same time,
after commiodities have increased at least 50 per cent. This
would seem to just about account for Mr. Jernmett's 40 per
cent,. reduction iu prices.

The conclusion that it is to the changed conditions
produced to legislation hostile to silver that we have to look
for the principal cause of tbe faîl in prices is irresistible,
and it seenis so obvions that we wonder wby it bas ever beori
disputed. ADl El 'JKNESS.


