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iN r. Fleiiin las been elected Mayor of
Toront0,. Toronîto by a înajority of over seventeeti

Olvie
Eleetinn liundred. It is diffieuit to see in what Ivay

either Liheî'als or Conservatives as sucli
are interested iii a Mayoralty election. But, howev ei titat
1 4aY be, Conservatives appear to have voted for M r. Shaw
and Liberais for Mr. Fleming, aîîd the Lil)eral candidate

Wî.Besides the party vote, it is said that Mu. Fleinlg

POlied the wonîien's vote, wvlicm appears to have heen of con-
8iderable proportions. Hie also received the heamty and
Sitergetie support of the nisguided people popularly known
2 s nquedute~rs and of thoNe who favour suntptuary legisia-
tiori with respect to xvine and strong drink. Mr. Fleming
ha,8 made inany promises, the keeping of whiclî xvii gix e

f0r n timje to xvaste. lIn aIl plans and seemes foir the
be tter goverinmnenit otioron)lto lie will have the support of

Montreal is niow but three weeks distant
MOUtreails fron the municipal elections. The only

Civie
1%ecn,,nsý Mayoralty candidate as yet iii the field is

Alderman R1. Wilson Smithî, an exceed
11Yable nman, to whomi a strong Frenclh-Canadian follow-

iIig is rallying. The city, if it elects a good Counceil this
Year, may escape fromn the road to civic bankmuptcv whicli
it ha8 been travelling for somne time. The Legisiature, at
its last session, did 'the city soine good tomns. Tt relieved
it Of obligations for street widening ani land expropria-
tion8 into wbicli it had been landed by the sehemners in the

'0uelto the extent of several million dollars ; it refused
to .aiut1hori any further addition to the cix ic debt, whicli
i8 ow quite up to, the statutory limaiit; and it made very

S'trngent regulations to prex'ent expenditures by committees
1"t excess of expropriations. As for the accumulated deficit
Of three millions of dollars, it left the city to get out of
this bole, which it had dug for itself, in the best way it
eould. Witb rigid economy and ordinary business ability
if1 sending money, Montreal can easily righit itself ;and

'tsthis feeling that moakes the- more thoughtful citizens
recOgnlize that now is tie tinie, if ever, to break up the
e'11g whicbi bas so long been iii control at MNontiueal's City
'~l" and put in good nmen in their places. For tis reason
the elections wiîî be botdy fouglbt, with fair chances for a
teforni victory.

krGolwin Fromi diffèrent parts of the Dominion we
Srmith. have received a number of letters express-

ing appmoval oif the remarks we made on
àIr. (doldwin Smith in our last number. Two writers only
take exception to oui' remnarks, but theim position
differs but little front our own in the main, as will be seen
'r) turning to oui' correspondence colunms. Want of space
Prevents us from publishing other letters. One correspon-

e1tcalîs our attention to Mr. (4oldwin Smith's article in
tbe eew York Independent wbich we had almeady examined
with pained surprise. Jn this article the distinguislied
trnglishman says : I t is miy settled conviction that the
true POlicy would lead GJreat Britaini to retir'e, territor-
ialîy and politically frorn this bemisphere, to bless the

U14of aIl ber offspring who dwell in it, and to be content to
'211tivate their good will, and enjoy the benefit of their
tliadOe." This is not the timie nor is an Ainerican newspaper

Ph llace in wbicbi te, give expression to such sentiments as,

ae We are Igrateful to Providence that thiese sentiments,

ar o 0 lfied to, Mr. Goldwn Smith and that they are ever

ir ey to be confined to hir. The withdrawal of Great
'itain fromn this hentiisphere would be a calarnity the ex-
lOf Whjclh none cait measure or conceive. Hem connec-

1011î With the continent i,; its inain.stay, its very salvation.

X\T lESN Wordsworth died in 18.50, there xvas 11o seious
doubt as to whio \vould lie bis succes.sor ;and iii that

saine year Alfred Tennyson wvas appoitited t<î the post whicm
for fomtv t wo years lie adoriied and glorified by the produt'-
tion of the great masws oif bis poetry- froi '- In Men)ioiamnii,
publislîed iii the saine year, to the " licatt (if ()enonie," wbich
appea ucd just liefore bis death.

Wben Tennyson was taken from us ratîter more titan
three vears ago, there were many xvbo hoped. that lie inigbt
lie the last occupant of the post, and that no other lesser
nitane might have the titie of Poet Laureate attaclied to it.
As thmee years had passed by and the post remiained vacant,
it seemied likely tîtat this wishi would be gratified. We 110w

learîi, however, that the vacant place is filled, an(] filled by
àMm. Alfred Austin. We fear -and we are sorrx' to sa, it
that this is largely a political appointmient. We dIo not
mean that !dlr. Alfrmed Austin lias not poetical gifts of a
rather higli character ; but lie certainly is not the first livinîg
Englisi poet nom is he a poet who lias at ail succeeded iii
touching the heart, or even, to any considerable extent, in
gfaining the ear of the English-speaking peoples of tiit
Nvorld.

We (fuite believe that a good many persons have read
lits IlHuman Tragedy," published more thaît thirty years
agto (iii 1862> and that more have read parts; of it; and flic
saine may be said of bis Il Savonarola " (181) and of lus

lGate of the Convent." But these books have mîo prospect
wbiatever of becoming at part of English literature :and it is
quite likely that, fifty or sixty years lience, wben students
corne upon the name of Mu. Alfred Austin, as Tennyson',s
successor iii the Laureateship, tbey will ask wlîy lie is 'tiere
and what,be wrote.

0f course there were ditllculties in the way. Mu. Swini-
burnie, for examle, was itmpossible. No sovereign could
well ilecorate a mnan who bad suggested the assassination of
another sovereignii i vigorous verses. Mm. William Morris,
a very considerable poet, bas giv en up poetry foi' painting,
aîîd thus put hirnself out of the list. Mu. Lewis Morris (or
is he Sir Lewis Morris ?) bas a wide populaî'ity, but lacks
distinctionî of thougbt and expression. But Mr. Williamn
Watson is a genuine poet iwith whose geîîius Mr. Austiîi's
can ito more be comipared than a raven with an eagle.
Theme are, at least, two poets iii Canada wbo hav e a great
deal more of the real poeticai attiatus titan Mr. Austin -Mr.
Roberts andl Mr. Lampman.

Mr'. Gladstone apparently slîrunk froin filhing the place.
Doulîtless tbere were Liberals and Honme Ilulers who lîad
writteiî verses as least as good ils tbose of the new Laureate.
But Gladstone, althougi lie liked very well to promote bis
friends, yet neyer appointed a bisbop inerely because he was
a partisan, and apparently had the saine feelings about a
Poet Laureate. We are sorî'v that Lor'd Salisbury lîad itot
similar scruples. NVe feai' there cari be ito doulît that tue
new Laîtreate owes biis appointmnent more t bis politics
titan bis poetry.

Mr. Austin lias been for many years, perbaps aIl bis
life, a " consistent" Conservative. He contested ait Eîîg-
lisbi borougbi if the Conservative iîîterest. He bas been, foir
years, a contributom' to the London Standard, the cbief Con-
sem'vative organ. He was correspondent at Borne to, that
paper during the Vaticant Council iii 1870 and immediately
afterwards ini tbe Franco-German war In 1883 be became
the editor of the National lteview, so titat be lias served bis
party well. But we are rather sorry that lie bas been made
Poet Laureate. We do not mean that lie will bring aîmy
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