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Art Notes.

Cazin always seems to me to be the con-
necting link between the Barbizon School and
the few amongst the modern French landscape
painters who have carried on the traditions
of the so called Romanticists. Themost recent
developments of modern French art are so
bewildering that it is impossible, without a
certain course of training (and, perhaps, of
diet), toform an idea even of their inteution ;
but there is always, in the vividly artistic
metropolis of Paris, a sane and intelligible
minority which bases its title to consideration
on the accomplishiment of work which imme-
diately appeals to anyone possessing the
wsthetic senge, and without any process of
parti pris.  These sober workmen serve to
check somewhat the impetuous movements of
the newer progressive schools; and even in the
Salon of the Chumps de Mars their pictures
are a rest to the eye, bewildered by a medley
of violent hues and erratic compositions. But
the sincere originators of a forward movement
are, of course, entitled to respect; and there
is not a wild and agressive school of impres-
sionism or any other “‘ism” which had not for
its beginning the patient and sincere striving
of some earneststudentafter a nearer approach
to truth and beauty. It is regrettable that
the disciples of the originator, in their blind
infatuation, should tear his theme to pieces ;
and, following the letter, should miss the
spirit of the master mind.

Amongst the noteworthy spirits amongst
the younger men of the new movement are
Besnard and Friant. The former a daring
innovator, the latter an off-shoot from Lepage
and Dagnan-Bouveret. Besnard’s early eftorts
were received, as are the efforts of most revo-
lutionaries, with coldness and mistrust; at
least, this was their reception in Belgiumn;
but, to the credit of the Salon be it said that
within its walls his work immediately had a
place. It is amusing to reflect that some of
those brilliant examples of his work that we
have seen in Paris had had the distinction of
rejection at Brussels, The nude is frequently
his theme ; and his masterly, simple treatment
of the flesh tones with conflicting lights from
lamp and sky are achievements of the highest
order. His colour is of extraordinary purity,
and he loves the contrast of those which are
complimentary to each other. I confess that
his earlier work appeals to me more than his
recent pictures which seem to me to be occa-
sionally forced and extravagant. A reputa-
tion for originality is difficult to maintain.
The most original painters do not conceive a
new motif except at rare intervals; and the
effort at novelty often produces the grotesque.
So we have Besnard painting phantasmagoria
in every colour of the rainbow ; and the
Besnard of the old days of modest and earnest
endeavour is no more,

Friant followed, as I have - suggested, in
the footsteps of Lepage and Bouveret ; but it
would be unfair to charge him with palgiarism
or servile imitation He has a strong original
bent. In the first of his pictures that I saw
the dominant key of colour was black, but a
beautiful black, treated with the most nerv-
ously acute perception of its subtle shades
and variations of tone and colour, The sub-
ject, as far as I remember, was a number of
people—of the bowrgeois class--dressed in
mourning, approaching a church. Possibly
they were going to a funeral : the picture was
doleful enough to justify the supposition.
The figures were life-sized and draped in
black, with some variety of materials—crépe,
broad-cloth, cotton, etc.—all black, but with
refined distinctions of texture and colour. All
this indicates the student diligently searching
for truth and for actualities ; but in the
development of his genius Friant has passed
gradually from the purely realistic to the
decorative, and to.day he produces canvases
which are *“ arrangements,” and in which the
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actualities play a minor part. But the origin-
ality of the painter is perhaps more clearly
evident than formerly, and whereas in the
past we saw how perfectly he painted a tex-
ture or a tree, we now are charmed by the
painter’s vision of beautiful things as he
chooses to make them appear.
E. Wyry GRrier,
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Periodicals.

Temple Bar is, as usual, filled with attrac-
tive matter. The contents for July embrace
*‘ In Memorian—George Bentley,” *“ Scylla or
Charybdis,” a continued story of great inter-
est ; ‘“Maria Mdgeworth,” a Diographical
sketch of the novelist ; ¢ Heinrich Hoffmann’s
History,” Chap. XVL ; “Dives Loquor”;
¢ Letters of Ldward Fitzgerald to Fanny
Kemble,” 1871-1882; ¢ The Grave of the
Druids,” and ¢ Thakeray’s London ”—-the gem
of the number.

The Popular Seience Monthiy for this month
contains several articles of interest and im-
portance. Herbert Spencer’s ¢ Mr. Balfour’s
Dialectics” is the article which doubtless will
receive the greatest number of readers. His
papers on ‘‘ Professional Institutions” are
continued in this number, the present instal-
ment dealing with ' Dances and Musicians.”
Dr. Crothers contributes an article which de-
serves careful consideration on ‘‘ A Medical
Study of the Jury System.” The question
‘“ Why Children Lie” is discussed by Dr. Op-
penheim, who sees a frequent cause in disor-
ders of mind and body. ¢ Climate and
Health ” and ** Morbid Heredity ” are other
papers of note.

The current number of the Westminster
Review contains an article on the  Manitoba
School Question ” by Hugh H. L. Bellot, who
concludes by saying: ““That there is any
danger of an ultimate deadlock between the
Provineial Legislature and the Dominion Par-
liament is extremely improbable. ConHicts
of a similar nature, and of as serious a char-
acter, have arisen on numerous previous oc-
casions, and have been successfully surmount-
ed, and in spite of the attempt to render this
controversy one of Protestantism wversus
Roman Catholicism, it is in the highest de-
gree unlikely that the Canadian people will,
of their own free will, pull down the national
educational edifice they have so laboriously
and carefully erected, although they may be
expected to extend to the Roman Catholic
minority that protection which their own keen
sense of justice dictates,”

Blarkiwood is full of good matter as usual.
‘“A Boer Pastoral,” by Mr. H. A. Bryden,

is a masterpiece in its way. It is a verbal
impression of a party of Boers on the ‘*trek.”
In conception and execution the literary skill
displayed by the writer is most marked, He
makes one see with wonderful vividness the
scenery, and the physical and mental charac-
teristics of the Boer. Mr 8 8. Thorburn,
B C.8., contributes a spirited account of ** Qur
Last War with the Mahsuds.’ An article of
considerable literary interest is *“ Mr. William

Watson’s Serious Verse ” The writer evident- -

ly appreciates Mr. Watson’s verse more than
he cares to admit and seems afraid to speak
out boldly what he thinks. Balfour’s ¢ Found-
ations of Belief ” is reviewed with some sever-
ity. The distinguished author is meeting
with a great deal of hostile criticism. Amongst
the other articles in this fine number are Mr.
Skene’s ‘¢ Glimpses of Some Vanished Cele-
brities,” and ‘‘ The Gladstonian Revolt, in
Scotland.” The writer of the latter paper
says that the change in Scotland is due to the
attitude which the Gladstonian Government
took towards Scotland and its affairs ever
since it was in power.

Queen’s Quarterly for July fully sustains
the excellent reputation which this review, has
already won. This number begins the third
volume, so the Quarterly can no longer be
called a venture, its success and long life are
agsured. Rev. John Burton occupies the first
place with a valuable paper entitled ¢ Some
Practical Aspects of our Presbyteria.n Polity.”
Professor Adam Shortt continnes his ‘¢ Obser-
vations on the Great North-West,” dealing in
this_instalment with the social and economic
condition of the people., The article is worth
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The writer says someé pretty
calculated
Mr. J. &

careful study.
plain things, not altogether
please the Minister of the Interior. N& Diary
H. Neilson continunes his interesting " and
of an ofticer in the War of 1812‘141’.&8 o
Professor Macmechan, of Halifax, W”.ci&ns
“The Canon of Chimay ” Mﬂthe’"?’f’l ine-
will find Professor Marshall’s note o“w their
maties and the Cycloid ” very much . ning’s
tast , and Professor Watson’s ** }%fov‘;m %)e
Interpretations of the *Alcestis ; Jecided
found a paper of great interest ."Lnd Y i Inven-
lit-rary significance. ¢ Inventions a]';]( rofes-
tors” is the subject of a good article by s 08 8
sor Dupuis. Amongst the Book Be"‘%oo of
striking notice of Farrar’s ¢ The Is G. M.
Daniel ” bearing the well-known initid ? wevent
G., whose * notes,” by the way, on ot nomi
events, are greatly missed in this prese
ber of the Quarterly.
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The opening article of Harper ,,Tforeg ii
is entitled ¢ Some Imaginative Y,Pe en-
American Art” and includes nnL’lEy 2:]‘ an
gravings of pictures by Dewing, LTy que 19
MacMonnies. The fiction of the }Fousey"
above the average, notably “Anmel George
Little Giame ” by Miss Briscol, and 874,
Hibbard’s ‘¢ Rosamond’s Romance. Davis
lustrations of Richard Harding (tibson-
““ Americans in Paris” are by C. D). ususl
The article is written in Mr. DaVAllsneriC"'“
charming style. He alludes to the ot who
colony as follows: ¢ The emigral civil-
shrink at the crudeness of our A“}‘?‘;‘.C:':) o
ization, who shirk the responsibilif ltfre ¢
(tovernment, who must have & 19’13‘]‘0 oBve
with which to play, are colonists W ”
their country for their (;ountl'yﬂ splri
Frederic Remington contl‘lb_l‘tes " _chasing
account of his experiences while bear jves 8B
in the Rockies. Frances N. ’I'h’ol‘Pef
historical sketch of the University O
vania. In the course of his remanrxs work.
“Our universities are still doing college versi-
Would it not he wise for onr strong miepart-
ties to abolish their undergmdunte,‘”
ments and do university work on y.tioll ol

The

¢ Kditor’s Study ” discusses the (_lzesof Italy
the source of the perennial char lf pex‘Pet“a

and finds it in its youth, its state©
renaissance.

*
*

: . . T apeal de.
Publications Recelvt

. Lore
Natural HlStOI‘}(’{, Qur-

¥. Edward Hulme. e Berna

and Legend.

itch. .

9 £ PBesst®

rs. b Ward., The Story 0 “goyws
Mrs I‘E:)l;lt};;lrley Toronto : The Toront® N

Co.
Lemon. Matthew Furth.
Longmans, Green & Co. New

4 i lour.
Philips. A Question f’f Co !
Yorkp: Frederick A. Stokes & Co

nto *
QOowikapun. Toro

London :
Ida

F. C.

Egerton R. Young.
Wm. Briggs. B Tor
Annie 8. Swan. Elizx.ubeth Glen, M.Pr
ronto : Wm. Briggs. ) i
Paul Carus. The Gospel of _B}:‘,:d, a(.)‘
cago : Open Court Publishing  Eog
jstory ¢ o
W. J. Courthope, M.A. A History, % ya
lish P()etI;y. Vol I. New \ZO‘”P, Clar¥
millan & Co. Toronto: COP
Co. s of flor
E Jand, Legends = g Co-
C}larle:nijg(lf[i%ng%[%?'k : l\'la,cmlllﬂ“
Toronto : Copp, Clark Co- o
dshiP
n &0

i jen
Mabel Osgood Wright., The alzlr}llilla

Nature. New York: 1(\3'10
Toronto : Copp, Clark Co- or Th;
ier- :
Rudyard Kipling and Walcott Bi}ffcmman
Naulahka. New Yorl({ﬂ: +k Co
Co. Toronto : Copp: U!# W«edi’
e
o ! To-
Daniel Defoe. Captain Singletol . ‘o,
tion, . London: J. M, Deot &
ropto. Copp, Clark Co. Jorel

. 4 Fe .
George Meredith. Ordeal of Récl::: Toronw
London : George Bell & 50

Copp, Clark Co.




