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Current Topics.
The By The net result of the four bye-elections on
e
Elections, Wednesday last is the loss of one seat by

ma’dorit ; the 'Governr.nent. With ‘its present large
0 why ty e change is practically of little importance. As
e wh is called the “ moral ” effect 'of these elections, which
nObhinqoe cou'nbry has been watching with great interest,
Seornt ;' can \:qth confidence he a.tﬁr‘med. The return of the
°1usi0nlyb0f, State by a large majority was a foregone con-
» but  probably his vietory is the result more of
Persona] popular
P Z:}V:’;iﬂ}ly. reinforced by the pride which most constituencies
being r
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ity aided by thorough organization, and

epresented by a member of the Government,
conviction on the part of a majority of the con.
any particular question of public policy. In
o where the contest was between two Conserva-
the l;;:};;doubthl whether the choice was determined by
Va ponti:‘l‘gness of‘ many of the electors to be represented

Persony] inflicm of Mr. McGreevy’s unsavoury record, by the
Spreaq oret uence of the successful candidate, or by a wide-
erence for the more liberal trade policy which he

adyoq
ates . . .
085 of t;g- In Vercheres the status quo is maintained. The
ov © constituency represented by the late Premier, in
a Scotia,

Whethe, it ii t1}51 certainly a blow to ‘o.he Government, but
eithey the 1\/; \e Outc?rne of any special view in regard to
Simply of ih a;ntoba. School questfon, or that of the tariff, or
e alegiy : endency of a cons‘mtueTlcy. to return to its old-
CRuge g, tbo 1 ce‘ as soon as the ﬁpecml influence which may
at thig dist;«PSe for the moment is removed, it is impossible,

Sance to say.  In a word, with regard to either of

e t‘WO . .
of the pemam questions which are now agitating the minds
) .
Whit Ple of Canada, these bye-elections leave us not a
€ wiser,

Legislature authorizing vacant grounds, whether used as a
farm, garden, or nursery, or otherwise, if two acres or more
in extent, and if no sales can reasonably be expected during
the current year, to be assessed as farming or gardening
lands, the assessment department be and- it is hereby instruct-
ed to keep a careful record of all lands which will be en-
titled to a reduction by reason of this change in the law, and
showing thereon what would have heen the assessment before
this new Act takes effect, and that a complete return be
made out by the assessment department showing the result
of carrying out this legislation, so that information can be
accurately obtained for an application to Parliament next
session to change the law.” °
This resolution is reported to have heen passed. To us
it seems a very a very extraordinary, in fact, inexplicable
action of the Council. The terms of the Consolidated As-
sessment Act, before amendment, were as follows :
28—(1) In assessing vacant ground, or ground used as

a farm, garden, or nursery, and not in immediate demand for
building purposes, in cities, towns, or villages, whether incor-
porated or not, the value of such vacant or other ground shall
be that at which sales of it can be freely made and where no
sales can be reasonably expected during the current year, (in
case the Council so directs,) the Assessors shall, in cities, and,
where the extent of such ground exceeds ten acres, in towns
and incorporated villages, value such land as though it was
held for farming or gardening purposes, with such percent-
age added thereto as the situation of the land reasonably
calls for ; and such vacant land, though surveyed into build-
ing lots, if unsold as such, may be entered on the as-
sessment roll as so many acres of the original block or lot,
describing the same by the description of the block, or by
the number of the lot and concession of the township in
which the same is situated, as the case may be.
The recent amendment only related to expunging the words
“in case the Council so directs,” and inserting, in the case of
cities, “two acres” instead of “ten acres.” The effect of
the clause as thus amended seems to us to be very difterent
from providing for assessment as farm lands, and it looks as
if the City Council had been very ill advised in directing their
assessment comumnissioner to put a strained construction on
the Act.

The joint meeting of the Dominion and
Teacl‘:::' i::::;:mm Ontario Teachers’ Associations which is

now being held in this c¢ity has, owing pro-
bably to the ferment over the Manitoba School Question,
scarcely received the attention it merits. These two organ-
izations occupy quite distinet spheres, and are adapted to
serve different purposes. The Provincial Association has
been in existence for thirty-four years, and has naturally
come to be an influential body, though. its influence is not
yet so great as it ought to be, in shaping the educational
system of the Province. TIn addition to its general meetings
as an association, at which papers are read and discussions
upon topics connected with the great educational questions
of the day in general, and those of the Province of Ontario
in particular, the Association, as now organized, comprises



