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aunounced, without preparation, flot absolutely unquestioned, but apparently overawing
at once ail doubt, a new Code, which. to the former autbentic documents added fifty.
uirne letters and decrees of the twenty oldest Popes fromn Clement to Melehiades, and
the donation of Coustantine, and in the third part, among the decrees of the Popes and
of the Councils from Sylvester to Gregory IL., thirty-nine false deurees, and the acts of
Several unauthentie Counits." Ilie whole is composed, " Milman adds, ',with an
air of profound piety and reverence." 1- Tlis False Decretals " naînrally assert the
Silpremacy of the Bishop of Rome. *1Phey are fulil and minute on Churcli Property "
(they wsrs surs to be that) ; in fact, thoy remind one of another forgery, pions and
Aryan, " The Institute3 of Vishnu." IlLet bim flot levy any tax upon Brahmane,"
saYs the Braliman forger of the Institutes, whfich Ilcame fromn the mouths of Vishnu."
ai lie sat " clad in a yellow robe, imperturbable, decorated with aIl kinds of gem8, while
Lakshmi*wai stroking his feet with her sof t palnms." The Institutes took excellent
care of Brahmans and cows, as the Decretals did of the Pope and the clergy, and the
earljest Popes had about ai mu-ah baud in the Decretals as Vishnu ha I in bis Institutes.
Elommenay, lu " Pantagruel," did well to have the praise o! the Decretals sang byfilles
belles, blondelettes, douleettes et de bonne grace. And thon Hommenay drank to the De.
'Cretals and their very good bealth. 14O dives Décretales, tant par vous est le vin bon
bon trouvé,,-,- oh divine Decretals, how good yon make good wine taste 1" " Ilie
miracle would be greater," said Pantagruel, *' if they made bad wine taste good." PThe
most that can now be done by the devant for the Decretals is Ilto palliate the guilt
Of their forger," whose name, like that of tbe Greek Macphersou, is unknown.

AMOng literary forgera, or passers of false litsrary coin, at the tume of thG Bals$.s
sauce, Aunins is the most notorious. Annius (his real vernacular name was Nanni)
Was born at Viterbo, in 1432. Hs hecame a Dominican, and (af ter publishing lis forged
classios> rose to the position of Mettre du Palais, ta the Pope Alexander Borgia. Wl 1h
CuSýar Borgia, it is said that Annins wasneyer on good term3. lie persistediti preacli-
f ng " the sacred truth 1" to his higliness, and this (according to the detractors of Annins,
Wis the only use lie had for the saoredl truth. There is a legend that Ciesar Borgia
POisOued the preacher (1502), but people usually bro'ught that charge against Ciar
when any one in any way connected with him happened to dis. Among the other dis-
laveries af Aunius ware treatises by Berosug, Manetho, Cato, and poosme by Arcîsilo-
chus. Opinion lias bean divided as to whetber Annins was wbolly a kuave, or
Whether lie was huiseîf imposed upon. Or, again, whether he hadl sanse geninie frag-
men1ts, and eked thorm out with bis own inventions.

Socrates said that lieIl would neyer lif t bis baud againet bis fatber Parmenides."
Tlie fatbers of the Chiurcli bave flot been s0 respectfnlly treated by iiterary fargers
during the Renaissance. Tlie IlFlowers of Tlieology " of St. Bernard, wbicli wers to
lie a prinirase paîli ad gaudia Paradisu (Strasburg, 1478), were rsally, it seeras, tlie pro-
dction o! Jean de Garlande. Athanasins, bie el Eleven Bookes concerning the Trinity,"
are attributed to Vigilies, a colonial J3isliop in Northern Mfrica. Among false classici
are two lamie Latin fragments with whicli Muretus beguiled Saaliger. Meursins bas
2uffered, posthumously, f rom thie attribution to him of a very disreputable volume
iudeed. In 1853, a book on "lConsolations,' by Cicero, was published at Venice, con-
taining the reflections with whicli Cicero consoled huissîf for the dealli of Pallia. It
riht as well bave been attributed to Mri. Blimber, and described as replets witb the
lhoulits with wliicb that lady snpportsd herseif under tlie affliction of neyer having
Ossan Cicero or bis Tusculan villa. Tlie real author was Cliarles Sigonius, of Modena.

PTie Most famoa forgeries of the sightesnth century ware those of Macpherson,
Chatterton, and ÏIrelaud. Space (fortunatsly) dose flot permit a discussion of the
0 ssaianie question. '1'bat fragments of Ossianie legend (if flot of Oàsianio poetry) sur-
vive iu oral Gaelic traditions, seems certain. How mach Macpherson kuew of' these,
sud liow littie hie used theni lu the bombastie prose whicb Napoleon lovsd (and spellsd
" Ocean "j it is next to impossible ta discover. Plie case of Chatterton is ta0 well
kiioWn to ueed mcl more than mention. Plis most extraordiuary poet for bis years
'Vl10 laver lived, began wlth the forgery of a ebani fendai. pedigree for Mr. Berguni, a psw.
terer. Ireiand started on bis career in machi thie same way, unless Ireland's "lContes.
siOne " be tîosîslves a fraud, baeed on wbat lie knew about Chatterton. Once
launcehod iu bis career, Cliatterton drew endîsess stores o! poetry f rom , Rowley's MS.,"
aud the muniment clist in St. Mary Redcliff's. Jacob Bryant beiieved in them and
Wrote au " Apology"' for the credulous. Bryant, wbo readily belîsved lu lis own
8YBîsi Of mytliology, migbt bave believed in anythfng. When Chatterton sont bis

dscoveries 1' to Walpole (liimself sornewliat of a mediieval imitator), Gray and Mason
dletec the imposture, and Walpole, bis feelings as an antiquary iujured, took no more
11l1ttio5 Of the boy. Chiatterton's deatli was due to bis precocity. Had genins came to

Vn later, il would bave found hlm wiser, and botter able ta command the fatal demon
of intellect, for whicb, be had to find work, like Michael Scott in tlie legend.

terlie sud of the sigliteenîli century, whicli bad been puzzled or diverted by the Chat-
taa and Macpherson fraude, witnessed also tlie great and fanions Shakepearian for-

ge"eB, We shait neyer know the exact trulli about the fabrication o! tbe Shaksearian
dcmnsand Vortigeru and other plays. We bave, indeed, thie confession of the

hab1ri ;1emus confitenfem reum, but Mr. W. H.Ireiand was a irand a solicitor'sclerk,la80 versatile and accompiielied that we cannot always believe him, eveu wben ho
'a n1arrating the tale of bis own iniquitis. Tbe temporary tunt wide aud turbulent
enloe Of the Ireland forgeries suggests the disagreeable refiection tbat criticieni and

eanl are (or, a bundred years ago, were) wortb vsry littie as literary tonclistones.
A eOli8bed and learned eociety, a eocisty devoted to Slakspeare and ta the stage, was
t4kell in by a boy of sigliteen. Young Ireland flot only palmed off liesheama documents,
J'Oset usakesbif t imitations of the antique, but even bis ridiculons verse on the experts.
fanle'i BOSWeîl wenî down on bis kuses and tlianked Heaven for the siglit of thoni, and
feeling thirsty at ter these devotions, drank bot brandy and water. Dr. Parr was as
readiIy gulled, aud probably tbs experts, like Malone, who beld aloof, were as mucl in-
'lU'1ced bY jealousy as by science. Plis wliole story of young Ireland's forgeries le nat
Orily ta, long to ba told bers, but forme tle tapie of a novel (", Phe Talk of the Town ")
on1 Which Mr. James Payn is at present engaged. Plie fraude are not likely in bis bande

b l oîhr their humour or their coniplicated interest of plot. To be brief, thon,
r.auel Ireiand was a gentleman extremely fond of old literature and aid books.

r5 a trust thie Confessions (1805) of bis candid son, Mr. W. H. Ireiand, a mors
aruî5  a cofiding old persan than Samuel neyer coilected early Engiieli tracts.

ivin lu bis learned eociety, bis son, Mr. W. H. Irsland, acquirsd not ouly a passion
or 1le l etters, but a desire to emulate Chatterton. Hie firet stop lu guilt ivas the

for er 0f a atograpli on an old pamphlet, witli whicb he gratified Samuel Ireland.
aalso wrote a elani inscription on a modern buet of Cromwell, whili hoe rsprsentefd

as an anthentio antique. Finding tbat the critice wsre taken in, and attributed this
n'ý bust to th. old scuiptor Simion, Irelaud concsivsd a very law and not unjustiflable
opItlion Of critical tact. CritioBc would find menit lu anytbing whicb. eeemed old enougl.
Iereh da next achievement was the forgery of soine legal documents concerning Shake-
ta* Juet as tle bad man who deceived tle guilelees Mr. $liapira, torged bis Den-

eetrleollnry on tle blank spaces o! aid synagogue rais, sa young Ireland used the cnt-off
o! ai od rent rolle. Hs next bouglit up quantities of aid fiy.ieaves o! books, and on

Pe.,ailcieut paper lie indited a ebani confession o! faith, which hoe attributed ta Shake-
ile * Biug a etrong Ilevangelical," yonng Mr. Ireland gave a very Protestant 0015-

i 'nto tbf s edifying document. And etili the enieis gapsd and wondemed and be-
lu e1e. Ireiand's metliod wae ta, write lu an ink made by blending varions liquide used
b, lu~arbling of paper for bookbindiug. This stuff wa6seupplied ta liiiby a book-

rest apprenties. Wlien tbe people aeked questions as ta whence ah îlhe new Shae
wis 5,nianugcriptsi came, lie eaid they were preseuted ta lii. by a gentleman Who

Was Gd t reinain anonymous. Fiually the impossibility of prodncing tbîe gentleman
Io 6 0Of the causes of the detection of the frand. According ta himself, Ireland per-

~0 e rdigie of auteneas Onc h ad od a' r -oni tham of a omtry 0f ihakepe . Us- w .a o r n t h a geunhi. e sin ature i eo c ue
~ ~~îa difrn Heot.edlaotad cos a hie "aanmou gentle mared

t ai~ guad rl t.n aon the modal o! wliat bad been ae0oWn hlm, fand tund it
asa a new gift froni bis benefacor. PliaI naielees friend ha nOfl

him that there were two persons o! tls nois, and that bath signatures were geuine.
Ireaad's impudence went the lengili of iutroducing an aucestor o! bis own, witli the
sanie nais as biieit, among the companions o! Shakspeare. If Vortigeru bad suc-
ceeded (and it was acîualiy put on the stage witb ail passible ponip), Irsland rasant ta
bave producsd a series o! psendo.Sbakspearian plays tram William the Conqueror ta
Qusen Elizabeth. Wben busy witb Vortigeru, he was detected by a friend of bis awn
age, wbo ponced upon liii wbile hoe was at wark, as Lasus ponced on Onomacritus.
PIe discoverer, bowever, consented to Il stand il Nvith Ireland, and did not divuige bis
secret. At last, alt1er tle fiasco of Vartigeru, suspicion waxed s0 strong, and disagre
able inquiries for the anonymons benetactor were so numerous, tlat Ireland fied frai
hi s fatler's bouse. Hie confessed ail, and, according ta bis awn account, feli ander tbe
undying wratli af Samuel Ireland. Any reader af Ireland's confessions will be Jiksly
ta synipathize vrith ald Samuel as the dupe o! lis son. Plie wbole stary le told witbh
a curions mixture o! impudence and humour, and witl great plausibility. Young Ire.
land admits that bis Ildesire for laugbter " was almost irresietîble, wlien people-
learned, pompons, sagaciaus people-lietened attentively ta the papers. One feels baif
lnclined ta targive the rogne for tle sake of bis yontb, bis clevemnees, bis humour. But
the confessions are, ual iniprobably, alniost as apocryplal as the original documents.
They were 'ivitten for tle sake o! nioney, and il is impossible ta say how far the soa
mercsnary motive actuated Irelandl in hie forgeries. Dr. Inglsby, lu lis Il Shakseare
Fabrications, " takes a very rigid vi-w of the condact, ual aly of William, but o! aid
Samuel Ireiand. Sami, accomdiug ta Dr-. Ingleby, was a parîner lu the whole imposture,
and the Il Canfession " wvas oniy one elament lu the scleme of trand. Old Samuel was
the Fagan of a baud of yonng literary Dodlgers. iels "pasitveiy trained bis whoie
famuly ta trade lu forgery," and as for Mr. \%. H. Irelaud, le was Ilte most acconi-
plished liar that ever lived," whidh i-3 certaiuly a distinction lu ils way. Plie point o!
the joke le that, atter the whole couspiracy exploded, people viens auxions ta buy ex-
amples of the forgeries. Mr. W. H. Ireland was equal ta tle occasion. Hie actually
forged bis own, or (according ta Dr. Ingleby) bis !atlier's forgeries, and, by tIns in.
creasing tle snpply, la deluged the market wltli shani shanis, witîl imitations of imita-
tions. If Ibis accusation le correct, it is impassible not ta admire the colossal impu-
dence af Mr. W. H. Ireland. Dr. Inglsby, in Ils ardour o! hie baneet indignation,
pursues William into hie privaIs lite, vihicli, At appears, wae far frai exempiary. But
iiterary cniticisia shonld lie content wiltI a man's Warka, hie doniestie l! e is malter, as
Aristîsi oflen eays, "lfor a separate kiud of investigation." Oli Ritson used ta say
that Il svery literary inipostor deserved bangiug as macli as a comînon thief." W. H.
Irelaud's mente vens neyer recognized by tle iaw.
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Tiup ALPHABET ; ANý, AccouN'r 0F TUE ORitGi.N mNO DEVFLOPMKNT OF
LETTERS. By Isaac Taylor, M.A., LLD. iwo vols. Kegan Paul,
Trench & Ca., 1883.

The reaclers of Tfin WEWK inay pcrips fancy their study of the

Alphabet so entirely a thiug of the past, that we might fitly leave auy

discussion on the subject to the editors of the rival Rayai and Canadian

Primera, which deînand the first attention of aur new Minister of Educa-

tion. Yet, here is a work by an able and learncd philalogist, the first

sentence in the preface of which says: -"lThis represents the labour of

niany years." Il embraces enquiries of profound interest, affecting the

whole question of the arigin of civilization ; and o! scarcely less value to

the historian than ta the comparative philologiat. The problein of the

arigin of the varions Alphabets is by no means a simple one ; and it lias

alrcady been the theme of mauy scholarly treatises; but Mr. Taylor lias

embodied here the essence of his predecessars' labours; and added ta thein

important contributions of his awn.
We are led back once more, iu these volumes, ta thc Nile Valley, as

the cradle lard of aur civilization. There the primitive picture-writing,

akin ta that of aur own rude Indians, gradnally developed int hierogly-

phic ideography. Froni its formai carving on granite and limestone, it

passed into thc Hicratic, a truc cursive haudwriting ; and froîn this wcre

dcrivcd the aId Phoeniciau characters; the Semitio Alphabet ; the letters
o! Cadmus; the Latin, and ultimately aur awn English Alphabet.

The Alphabet, however, lu use by ail English-apeaking people for cen-

turies, is ual the truc English anc. That ia stihi ta be accu graven ou

King Alfrcd's beautiful jcwel in tihe Ashmolcan Muacui at Oxford; and

on the more aucient runic cross at Ruthwell iu Dumfrieshire. One o! the
mnost original aud important of Mr. Taylor's resuits la the determinationeù.

of the source o! the Futhoro, or ancient Gothic Alphabet, iucludiug ahl

the later runic variations. The aid theory that the runes origiuated oui
of a Semitic Alphabet trausmittcd by Phoeniciau merchants, is at beat a
mere guesa ; aud leaves uutouchcd the riddle of the novel arranigement of
the order o! the letters lu all the runie alphabets. Mr. Taylor shows
goad reason for ascribiug thoir onigin ta thc direct intercourse of the Goths
with Greek traders on the Euxinc, probably ual later than the sixth

century, B.C. Along with this he also diacuases thc mysteriaus Oglam,
characters of Celtic Wales, Jreland, and Scotlaud; aud determines their

derivation frai the Scandiniavian runes.
Iu discussiug thc picture writing of savage tribes, Mr. Taylor deals

with sanie of the questions moat iuterestiug ta ourselvea. Hec shows that,
at the time of the arrival o! the Spaniards, thc Mexican picture-writing

was juet rcaching the stage of thc phonographic expression of thc names
o! persans and places, as in Itzcoatl, or Kuife-Suake, thc fourth Mexican
monardli. The proccas is still moe picturc-writiug, yct the resuît is plia-

netic. To this departmeut o! the inquiry, howevcr, ho lias given less

attention than ta the attractive researches based on such important dis-
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