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accustomed to rcceive annually for educational purposes,

this being the income of the Jesuits' Estates. But accord-

ing to .Mr. Mercier hinseif, "lin virtue of an old law the

revenue of the Jesuits' Estates formed a special education

fund " the antount whereof, etc., was at the disposai of

Catholics and Protestants, in proportion to population, for

educationai purposes. Mr. Mercier mentions that the

income iii question is now $78,410, ani has scarcely

varied for severai years past, and says that the saine soin,

of which the Protestant share is $12,170, will continue to

ho granted year by year. But it is evident that the fact

that the income of the estates bas been for years the

amount namiet is nierely accidentai, and that, if the estates

theinseives were set apart for educational purposes, auy

incrcaHed incoine accruing froin the difl*erent position of

the estates ; or, ini case of their sale under the recent Act,

the whole incolOt' derived frooin the soin-total of their

net, proceeds when sold, should bc devoted to the saine

purpose. In other words, the Jesuits' Estates, while

unsold, and the price received for thein if sold, should

still be held sacred for the purpose of the 1T rust. Was

this the rneaning of the condition laid down by the

Protestant Committeel' We do not seo how the Trust

could bc said to lbt observed or restored in any other way.

But if they meant nierely that the Trust shouid be restored

only so far as to guarantee the annual income hitherto

recoived, it is clear that even that could bc etfected only

by setting apart from the proceeds of the sale of the estates

a permanent fund sufficient to produce that arnount. No

mere promise of an annual grant cQuld be regarded as

the equivaient of a Trust fond.

ROTH thte (overnment and the public are to be congrat-

J>ulated on the revised statement of the Dominion

accounts for the fiscal year 1888-.89, showing a balance of

nearly two millions of dollars on the right side of the

lcdger. The balance sheet will, of course, lie subjected to

a severe scrutiny by thet nuancial critics of the Opposition

when Parliament tneets. Perhaps, even to some who are

net on the look-out for places of attack otn the occupants of

the TreasuTy henches, the news may seein almost Loo good

te ho trut,. Impartial financiers ruay be disposed to analyse

witlt som cioseness the formidable coluns, and, remein-

iermg tîte large unexpected balance fron ftite last loan, to

look witlt sîecial cave at the iteits coming under the head

of Il Miscellaneous I',ceipts. Assuming, ltowevgr, thte

frankness andi accuracy of the (4overnment book-keeping,

the resuit gives good reason to hope that the period of

extraordinary outlays on a stupendous scabe is oeor, for the

prescrnt at least;- and that the country is enteving upon an

era of econontie and safe administration. The statement

that the expenditure for the first quarter of the fiscal year,

1889-90, is bass by ahout a million and a quarter than that

for the correspon(ling period of the preeeding year gives

additional ground for encouragement, as does also the

reduction of the public debt by the sumn of nearly two and

a haîf millions of dollars. The tide, !et us Itope, has

fairiy turned. It is well that it should ho so. Situated

as we are, side by sîde with the great i1,epublic, which

mnust continue not only to ho our formidable rival in every

productive industvy, but to act constantly as a powerful

loadstonc to draw 1>pulation and capital away front

(Janadian shores, our country undoubtedly needs every aid

that cati ho derived froin a sound<land prosperous financial

siltewing. Between the United States, with an enerinus

surplus andi a rapidly <iminishing debt, and Canada, with

a rapidly grewing debt axid no surplus, the race was too

unequai to ho long kept up without great danger.

1fltiBN(. his recent tour through the North-West the

)Minister of the Interior seoins to have 'icen inter-

viewed by al classes of people, puzzled with ail kinds of

administrative questions, and required to listen te griev-

ances of ail descriptions, some of thein àf long standing.

.This is as it shoubd ho. If Mr. Dewdney will but give

good heed to the complaints presented and see to it that

titose which are based on reasen and right are promptly

remedied, lie will have donc much te promote content-

mient and prosperity in that distant but no longer unim-

portant regien. The occasion affords, of couyse, an

opportunity for correspondents and editors te say smart

things about Western characteristios, constitutionai and

chronic grumblers, and s0 forth. But the fact is that

over since the settlers began to go in ZO the territories-

their progress bas iii many cases been retavded and the

inevîtable hardehips of their situation increased through

the inattention and the blundering regulations of the Ottawa

authorities. Probabiy none but those who have tried il
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eau rightly cotîceive of the harassaient and annoyance f

that resuit fretît being obliged te accept those local laws ai

and arrangements, which dwellers in the eider provinces fe

nake for themselves, ready-made at the bauds of officiais at

two or tbree thousand miles distant. For long years the a]

l)epartmant at Ottawa framed aud and ether regulationsw

for the goverument cf the North-West settbers, in the i

davk. Ignorance of speciai conditions and wants reigned &

supronie. There can ho ne doubt that many a good w

settler turned bis back on the country iu disgust ratheru

than subinit te vexatious restrictions and needîcssasi

uncertainties, which were the outcoe of want cf know- r

ledge, tinte, or care at Ottawa,.Inu ah prohability the day b

of complete local self-government wili soon come for the f

people of the territories, but in the meantimue they are te s

ho congratulate4li that their interests are in the banda cf a

Minister who bias personal knowiedgceof the country andi

who takes the trouble te visit it and earu of the people's

circunstances and difliculties from tlieir 'owu mouths. t

Hon. Mr, Dewdney's North-West tour promises well foro

the future management cf the Interior Dopartinent. p

N E cf the questions which will, it nîay b ho ped, occupy theb

"~attention cf the Ontario Legisiature at ita appro.%ching l

session, is that cf granting the ballet te Roman Catholica

ratopayers in their election cf Separate Scbeel trustees. i

It is a sîngular anonaly that the open vrote shoubd haveb

been se long retained in this speciflo case, wheu the ballot I

is well-nigh universal in every other kiud cf eection.t

Why is this se ? I t cannot ho supposed that the suppor-a

ters cf Sepavate Schoois, as a clasa, have any preferencec

for the open vote, ince the use cf the ballot could neti

deprive thein cf any pnivibege, or put thon in a worae posi- l

tion in any particular; while, on the other baud, it would 1

open a meana cf escape frein the unfavourable criticisin ort

undue pressure te which any cf thein mayihe expoaed undere

the presont systein. Many of then, it is woil knewn, are,t

as a niatter cf fact, earnestiy asking for the ballot. We

de net tbink that Mr. Mowat, or any member cf bis Gev-

ernment, eau doubt that the ballot would ho acceptable

te the majority, though maîîy cf that majority may, for

î,ersoDal rossons, ho unwilling te aak for it. Even assumaing
that those who are demanding the change ave but a miner-

ity, have net a ninority cf Cathobic votera a ight te the

saine protection whicb is given te every other clasa cf their

fellow-citîzena, seeing, as we have said, that the granting

cf thteir wiah cati do ne possible in.jury te the rights or

liherties cf other voters 1 The plain, unvarnished fact is,

we suppose, that the ballot has hitherto been withheld at

the instance cf the clergy, whe wisb, for reasens cf their

own, te ho able te know .just how each cf their parishioners

votes. It is, we venture te say, the bane cf ail political

dealinga witb the Catholic portions of the population, that

the veice cf the clergy is accorded a weight and influence

which ne eue would think of giving te that cf the clergy

cf any other denotinatien. If the Governaient sud Logis-

lature cf Ontario wish te diaprove the moat danaging

charge cf their assailants, and te show that their ruling

principle is te deal with ail citizefl5 alike, without distinc-

tion cf race or creod, lot theai hasten te put the Separate

Sehool supporters on an equality with their fellow-citizens

by giving thent the ballet in the election cf trustees.

T HE discussion f the future f the Esplanade is tili

kept up with intermittent vigeur in Toronto business

circlea and in the papors. The question is altogether toc

large and important te ho sottled cff-hand. Some pro-

greas is, however, being made. It seelus te ho as goed

as aettled that the prosent systein cf level cressinga can-

net ho coutiuued, and that a viaduct cf some kind must

bo constructed. This is in itseof an important tep in

advanco. The question henceforth resolves itself iargely

into oeeof ways and meaus, and cf the kind cf elevated

read that will beat meet the conditions cf cenvenience,

eonemy and eficiency. IAsthetic censiderationa will net,

it may ho hopod, ho left eut cf the account. Having

reached this stage the natter becomes eue maiuly for the

engitieering experte, theugh the conclusions reacbed must

cf course ho such as will con moud themselves te the

approval cf the citizens, frein the business andi coinmon-

sense pointa cf view. To the non-professional mind the

solid-emankment plan appears te ho the least desirahie in

almoat every respect. The idea that at this stage in the

progrosa cf engineering science ne btter design for an

elevated roadway cf the kinti can he deviseti than the

*primitive one cf an euihankmOnt cf soliti earth between

retaining walls of brick or atone, seoins almont prepostereus.

Such a structure would be about as ugly an object for the

foreground of the city and for the water-horder view as

anything that con be conceived of. Its expense couid not

fail, one would suppose, to be nearly as great as that of

any more artistic structure, while it wouid obliterate for

ali practical purposes a large and vainabie area aiong the

water-front where space is aiready, and wili continue to bc,

n increasing ratio, in great den-and. It cannot ho very

lifficuît to, build a thoroughly substantial structure, which,

while fulfiliing every reasonable condition of safety and

utility, will aiso afford a large amount of warehouse

accommodation, thus becoming an important source of

revenue. At the saine tinte snch a structure couid surely

be made much more pleasing to the oye, whether viewed

from land or water, than any aspect the smootb, uniform

surface of a solid embankirent could possihly present.

T HE revival of interet in the literaLure of our own

Slanguage, which is so characteristic of the educational

thought and tendencies of the day, is otie of the hest

omens of the tinoe. It bas in it the I"promise and

potency" of a culture more goîtuine, more fruitful,' and

more widely diffused than the English-speaking world bas

hitherto known. The establishmnent of the Chair of Eng-

lish in the University of Toronto is a practical outcome,

at our own doors, of this great movement for the enthrone-

ment of English literature in its rightful place, at the

head of ail systems and courses, in English institutions of

learning. It was, thon, we readily believe, with more than

the ordinary interest which attaches to such intvoductory

addresses, that so many friends of higher education listened

on Saturday afternoon te the inaugural address of the first

incumbont. of the new Chair. Professor Alexander's

excellent Il Introduction to Browning" had already pro-

pared us to expect fron hum a broader and higher concep-

tion of the meaning of the word Il Literature," and of the

aim to ho had in viow in the study of English literature,

than the conventional notions. In the main, at least, this

expectation was not disappointeq by bis inaugural address.

By at once relegating the study of the language to its

propor place as secondary and subordinate, tbe lecturer

showed, we venture to infer, lus appreciation of the proper

relation of the one te the other as that of means te end;

notwithstanding hîa soiniewhat emphatic and perhaps

necessory caveal against undervaluation of the study of

the language proper. Professer Aloxander proceeded to

define the study of literaturo as a work cf interpretation,

and, as such, diflerentiated frein ail other studios and yet

rolated te ail, seoing that ail others involve the work of

interpretation. Had ho stopped there we should have

been disposed to demur. But any misgivings thus arousod

were dispelled, before- the end of the lecture was reached,

by the recognition of the great truth that the production

Of emetien is the ohject of the highest forins of literature.

Nor did the lecturer fail te recegnize the indispensable

condition of this efiect, in an underlying basis of truc

observations, or those which commend themselves to thie

reader as such. Ris recognition of the twe great resuits

that flow frein the study of literature as the epenuess of

mind which brings power te apprehlend and readiness te

accept truc ideas, and the flexibiiity of mind which gives

rise te ititellectual sympathy, strikes us as particularly

happy. Babing our remarks, as we are unfortunately

under the necesity of doing, upon condensed and, there-

f ore, imperfeet newspaper reports, it weuld ho unfair te

single eut any expressions that might seoin more open te

question, aoeling that any seeming inadequacy might very

iikely bo due te imperfection of statement. On the whole,

the great faveur with which the address was received

may ho pretty safely accepted as the measure ef its menits,

and the friends of literary culture may cenfidently hope te

see the study of the English classics at last entered upon

with genuine and healthful enthusiasin in the Provincial

University.-

T HE Lake Mohoik Conference is an rganzatin hs

one great work is, as cfefined hy Dr. Lyman Abhott

at its recout meeting, "lthe education, civilizatien and

redemption ef the Indian." The Conference, which, as was

happily said by the saine speaker, represents the conscience

of the United States, ou the Indian question, bas heen

grewing in influence frein year te, year. Te this influence

moat of the great referma and advauces whicli have marked

the Indian policy of the United States are directly trace-

able. Five years ago the Lake Mehonk Conference

demanded the abelition of the reservatien system, the allot-

îment of land te ludians in severalty and the oponing up

1of-the reset ves te civilizatien. Many deemed that demand

at the time chimterical. It is now the settled pelicy of the

nation, and during the last year, amongat other legislation


