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A PURE MIIS UNDERSTANDIYG.

TuE fishery confliet now going on aiong the coasts of Nova Scotia proper
and Cape Breton, .seemns, froun our point of view, to bo a pure un)isundeýr
stanîding, andi in noc respect a natural contest. Whatever politicians iii

Ottawa or Washingtoni iiiay say about it, the great iiiajority of those unost
concerned are thoroughly disgusted with the wrangie ; and they feel that

every day it continues imposes an additional burden upon hotu Cariadiari
anti Anierican ishermnen. These honest toilers, wbio are not mnucli given
to the study of nice points in treaties and other international iaws, think
their Governmients sliould settle the miatter soiiiehow, and gîve tiieni a chance
to go about their usual business. Thle tijeoretical part of the question is
altogether outside of their reckouîiîg, and their attention is entirely taken
up witiî its practical aspects. Aithougli, front many newspaper reports
and editoriais, one mnight suppose the entire ishing population of Mine
anti Massachiusetts, as weli as that of our MNaritime Provinces, was on tire

with patriotie exciteinert, anid auîxious to shed their blood in defence of

national honour, there is really very littie warlike feeling. Tesailors of

either country would îniuch ratiier catch tish and dispose of tiieni iu a good
mnarket thaîî shoot ecdi other downl in batties whiih they believe coiulti
be of no henetit to anybody. Of course, if soine settliment is not reachied

pretty soon, actual strife înust 1)0 stirred up, and between the Yankee

schooniers carrying camîion, and sinall armis and Canadian cruisers, thuere is

possibiiity of considerabie sanguinary action. Býut our seafariiîg people

earnestly hope sucli an issue inay be prevented.
The initerests of Provincial and New Englauîd tisherinen are identical

in the liighest senlse, aid aniy coniict between tbiii operates as a double-

poiuîted, two-edged 'uword, whicli cannot be inoved without cutting in every

direction. This fact they fully realize, anti iii soine of its aspects, under-

stand the wluole matter much botter than the iliustrious law-iuakers and law~

suggestors whose thunders of peil and voice are just now devoted to their

aflairs, with very sliglit prospect of miaking tiîem any botter. As is well

kîîown, few vesseis at present beave Americari ports for any of our fisiîing-

grounds a nhajority of whose crews are not Nova Scotians, anti a largo

proportion of iliese ocean lahourers still reside iii tiîeir native country.

There is scarceiy onie settlement aioîug our Atlarntic shuores frontî whîich

îurrîbers of yourîg mern dIo riot go away every sprirug to ship upori Yankee

tisherriieri. Arîd, if tlîey escape the dangers of the deep, thewse hardy fellows

usuaiiy corne home in the autumin to spend the wiriter with thieir frientis
and relatives. If the hait difficuity, which is sîich a prominorît part of

this pure misuinderstaîdiug, keeps up mucli longer, the numerous bays and

iniets iiidertiuig the Acatiijari perîinsula, wiii lie the scenies of a most unique

struggle. Tluousaîîds of coast dweiiers who nuake a good part of tiîeir

living by catciiing and seliig bait, wili devise ail sorts of plans for disposirîg

of tluis corrurriodity te their brothers8, sous, nephews, aid cousins, upon Cape

Ann or Boston schooners, wiîich are seeri scuddirîg about just l>eyon<i tue

limiits, ready at aîîy montent to run in and procure the supply that they

cannot do witlîout. As an uld shioreinan reerîtiy rerniarked to the writer,
IWe iiîtiat soif the hait, ami the Yankees rnust buy it, arîd a hundred sliips

like the Lansdownn wiil xîot preverît us frorn carrying on titis bsns.
It is inanifest that in a conflict of this kînd the cruisers would labour
under great disadvantago.

Findiuig that the only existing treaty operates so completehy against their

convenuience, a great niany mnariners, as they sec the seasion siippiîîg away,
are at this moment setthing the liait-question after tlieir own fashion and

regardiess of iaw. WVhiile trying to iiiegally procture their supplies, a few

vessels have been captured. But scores have run in under cover of dark-

ness aiid friendiy hieadlands, quietly rmade the purchiase fron friends who

were oniy too anxious to soli ; thon spread their canvas and sailed away in

safoty. In soune cases this transaction lias been cornpieted while the slow-
going Dominion flag ship was actually ini sight. Now, however, it appears,
the Yankees may get aIl the hait they need without the trouble and risk
of running in. A number of sînaîl vessels have been fitted out in the Bay

of Fundy and on the western coast for taking cargoos of this roquisite to

Arnericans waiting just beyond the three-nîiie lino. This is a perfectly

iawful business, and if energeticaliy conducted, may supply the domand
and beave the Canadian navy without an occupation.

For several seasons to corne, at least, our fishermien cannot hope to

deal very extensiveiy with transatiantie couiitries ; and therefore, as

matters now stand, thîeir occupation is anything but remunerative. Were

the gates of trade open s0 that they couId have untramnme]lod dealings with

the nierchants of Boston and New York, every troll and seine wouid find

plenty of emphoyment. Ail the vessels that couhd be sont front Canadian

or American ports might in every case make splendid. trips, and stili find

dealers to purchase thoir wares at good figures. For ecd week's consump-

tioni, tifty-tive mlilliolis of people require a pretty big stock of cod, mnackerel,
etc. ;ani under present cirecinmstatices it niay ho safe to say thley are flot
receiving one hiaif of what they desire. For soute mueasure that will allow
thiei to carry on tieir traiie without hindrance, îîine tiNhermen out of ten,

regardless of nationaiity or politics, are, nîost devoutly praying.
After viewing the above and irnany other similar features in this

iinfortunate complication, we are constrained to Chiîîk with the fishermen
that somte way out of the miaze oughit to be iimnîiediateiy discovered, and that

the question could1 lw settled iii sncbl a inanner that both countries would

receive benetit the United States, hy having their fishiermien pursue

their calling tin our wvaters under reasonable restrictions, and Canada, by

having the muost imiportant industry of the Maritime Provinces regain its

formier conanding prosperity. AnuiisoN F. BitowNE.

0 URl PA RIS LETTEII.

Wx are iii the ids(1t of Uhe Fêtes of lindnitry ami Comnmerce, organized by

the Governînent for the. lienetit of the unemlployed workmnen of Paris.

During the last few weeks but olie cry lias beu jar,' Pour les p~au-

vres s'i vous plait. ' Kizaars, balls, andl shows everywlîere-never lias lieing

charitable seemned more attractive ! For the rest, there is an almnsgiving

more diflicuit titan the buy ing of a ticket for a delectable dance ; and a

sacrifice sharper than the po-siing iii simple beaquty fit a faicy fair.
rj'iî beautifuî gardens of the Tuileries have ieen inva(led by innuiner

aible boothas ani theatres, where the Frencht beart is cliarniei at the sight

of clowns, acrobats, and tidancers. 'I'lie Palais-Royal lias been subjected to

like innovations. But of ail the4e fêtes, by far Che mtost inituestinig lias

been the ctrroasal or tonrniainent on the Champs de M ars. Thousands

upoît thoustinds coiiected iii the vast area stretching between tie Ecole

Militaire and the river. At one end iii eriimnson liquid tribunie sat tho Presi-

dent of the Itepulîlic, surrounde.l by lus civil and iiiilitary Ilousehold, the

Gerieral Iloiilanger, and several Arnbassîudors :iii adjoiniing tribunes the

gay, eritbiirsastic lcu4 Paris. Lir.st on theo field canto the Colonel de Belle-

garde, foliowed by tbîe quadrille of artiiiery and cavairy oflicers, organized

hy tlie Ewole de Saumuir, the firit tinilitary school of cavairy in France.

'lheni followed tiitinig at the ring, hurdIle racinig, etc. AIl mlouritcd on

tiîorowgbbreds, one cati inmagine what a pretty and exciting sight was this

nianoéuvring of the imost skilfnl of horsemnen.
AIl the way fron Aigiers, especially for the occasion, had conie a gor-

gvous conupany of f if ty Aral) Spahis. Tliese art) so calleil front a corps of
liglit cavalry, originally ins8tituted by Amiurat I. in Turkey. The naine is

niow applied to native cavaliers forininig part of the Frencli arniy iii

Ali "ers. Very grand and picturesque Uiey looked in their brilliant dresses,
seated o11 tliîer fiery littie steeils. The Il lanursua -' in wlîich they woro to

take part was reHerved aliost to tue last. '1aking thir stand at the

farUier end (if the Chiampqî de Mars tbey galioped witii breatilless ripeed

till Uiey reaclied the tribunes. wvheil suddvnlv steppiîîg, they fired

thewir gu ns, tii e w theni iii t-o tihe air, an d cau gl it tiiiii as tii y fel I. Oîne

liad a good opportunity of juîlging of their courage ini a tiying attack.

If any mari sufliceth iint() hiniself it isi the Frenclîiioan. At prement lie

is conteunpiating with inirîlite despair what lie calîs the Americanizing of

French muodes. First there is the reportage, tlîat dreadful importation

wlîiclî will kili ail journadisin ; that expression of inquisitive impertinence,

the neairest approach to literature those barbarians of over the ses, can

inake. Then there is the duel. Vive le duel 'This at least we shall not

abandon. - e,' said a Frenchmnanl to mie, ''you inay laugli at us if yon

like, but it is far nmore brave te ineet your eneniy face to face, than to faîl

tîpon hiiru unaried, and shoot linii tlown, as they (Io in the streets of Now

York." (!) But perlîaps af ter ail it is best that the duel should continue to

exist in France, for what tongue could convince us of the Frenchman'a

honour, were that of steel to be dumnb. L. L

PAruis, M[ay 23rd, 1886.

FoR nîany years Archibishop Trench suffered front breaking Ilealth, and

whothor in rural rambles, in the train, or even at formiaI dinner parties,
his daughter was generally to ho found by his side. There is a story

originaliy told iii Dublin society of the Arclibishop which is too good not

to be preserved. The hast course had beon served uit a certain grand ban-

quet when His Grace is stated to have said to luis daugliter, with soute

slight agitationî, IlI fear that 1 ain threaterîedf with one of my bad attacks.

1 have been pinching my kneo for the la8t five minutes, and I cannot feel

the slightest sensation." IlMake your mind easy, Your Graco, rejoined a

lady on the other side; "it was my knee you wore pinching ail the
time!" '

JuNE 10th, 1886.]


