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culture which she lias neyer acquired. But ive have alsa many people of good
birth who arc not particularly cultivatcd for vcry wvealthy-wvho have, iii fact,

nothing but their class prejudices upon wvhich to found their pretensions ta
siiperiority. These may be narrow-rninded, but they are charmingly nîannered:
they know just what should be donc, and how it should bc donc, under ail]
eiroumstances. What wouldn';t some of the Shoddys give for such knoîvledge?
Good breeding is always a good thing, and indepensable to pîcasant Society.
It matters littie how much anc may knaw, how much money he may have, or
how pious he may be, if he have the manners of a boor he cannot be wclcome
rnember of any society. There are, indeed, some who seem ta be inniately
polite, and wha are Sa anxious ta give pleasure ta ail and offence ta none, that
they rarely make a mistake and very soon acquire the easy manners of iveil-
br.d peeple ; but these are in the minarity, and we find toa many of aur self-
mDade people content ta be judged by a wrong standard, holding that where
Iliere ir, p)enty of money there is littie necd of manners. Such people have
ibeen brought up raughly and obliged ta shoulder their way througli the wvorld,
and they cannot realise that it is impassible ta shoulder their lvay through
society. Again, we have many among the commercial cammunity who con-
sider themselves people of class-not that they have had much in the way of
grandmotbers ta boast of, except that they werc possibly hoiiest, liard xvorking,
God-fcaring wamen, îvho braught up their children in industry and good
principles, and naw their children's children occupy positions, which must make
the ghosts aof the goad aId grandmothers stare, if anything caiî be supposed ta
turprisc a respectable ghaost. In England it is said ta take three generations ta

maea gentleman, buit here we turn out fair specimens in one-that is if wve
bave good material ta work uipon and catchi the cmbryo gentleman young
eough, since it is rcally essential that even a Canadian gentleman should have
some education and a fair amount of early training in les conzvenzan-es. Montreal
unD boast of many truc ladies and gentlemen wvho are tlic graivth of one, or at

most two, generations ; b)ut it is flot righit that thlese pecople sbauld consider
theMselves real tipper crust and regular patricians because thecy or their fathers
made their mancy mnany years ago. Now, if we could only miix ail] these
classes Up as Buttercup did the babies, it would be an advantage ta each and
injure none. The ctaltivated people mighit gain many îeiv ideas froni those
sturdy self-reliant natures wvba have farced their way fromn penury througlh many
privations ta their lîresent position, wherein aIl the luxurics aiid refinemients of
fIge are pos§sible ta themn if they only kncw how ta enjoy theni, and this they
ean best learn by contact with rcfincd and cultivated natures. Aristocratic
people, too, might gain broader views and begin ta realise that there are other
things in life worth having besides grandmpthers, hiowcver good or great they
may have been; and arrogant, ignorant, self-made pîeople would 5oon have
t-beir rough corners rubbcd off by contact with more smooth and îîalishied
natures.;- and the gencra;l result would be a more friendly state of feeling
bctWeen aIl classes, greater leniency towards each other's shortcamings, and a
greater respect for the good traits which are ta be fouind in ail if we will only
&Dow ourselves ta sec them. JN. Clhcroe.

TO YOUNG MEN.

A Sermon preRchcd in Zicn Church, Montreel, by Rev. Alfred J. Blray, January zith, i88o.

It seems ta nie a good thing ta devote an cvening service now and again
.t a special talk abolit and ta yaung men. I hope the time lias niot came-I
hope the time will not came---wilen the pulpit shall cease ta have words of
wamnîng and guidance and inîspiration aîîd hope for young mcen. Preachers
ought to know a goad deal about the life men have ta ]ive on tlîe carth-for
they are by calling and profession students of the Bible; and the Bible is a
study of humanity as it -tands related ta God. There, as iii a parable, tlîey sec
the working of every possible passion-the result of obedicnce ta law and order
anid God, and tlie penalty that surely hurits doivn tlîe sinner. Thec preacher is
-every preacher is a student of the Bible, and for myself I hold that he should
be also a student of hiumanity as it now is. For aithougli timc îvorks but little
change in that which is the real abiding nature of inan, it does work great
cbaffls in the general condition in which men have to live their lives. Why
th many instances preaching lias grown comparatively valueless is because wc
fail to recognize the altered circumstances of people. Wc ivander still among
Oriental scenes, and speak a moderniscd and Anglicised Hcbrew or Greek,
iuatca or taking only thaught and great principles which time cannot destroy
nor change and applying themn ta nien now. The Bible is full of most practical
teaching, and the preacher who will may find there great starehôuses of priceless
treasure. But hc must speak ta his own times in open cars ta thinking minds
and living hearts. I amniîot sure that the unîversal practice of takiîîg a text for
a sermon has not grown from a mere canvcntionalisma into an abuse. 'llic idea
seems to be ta first select a text and say ail that can be said by way of explana-
tien and support of it. As if the first purpase of aIl preaching is nat ta infarm,
the mind, ta quieken the hcart, ta polarise the will, ta bring ail the man under
Divine influence, but rather ta support the doctrinîe îvhich finds, or seems ta
find expression in the quoted passage. The :truth is tlîat wve have fallen into

* ways precisely similar ta those into which the Scribes, or the lawycrs, had fallen
when Jesuis Christ ivas born inta the life of the warld. They took the Deca-
logue, the moral laîv-the praphecies of Isaiah, the gloriaus visions of Ezekiel,
the Psalms of David, and read tlîem, and expounded theni, and wlîat was nat
lucre history-attractive only as dead greatness is attractive-was dulI, dry,
and lifeless axiain. The Bible ivas neyer intended ta answer such a purpose.
Read the sermons of Moses, of Elijah, of Isaiah, and Jeremiah and Daniel, and
you will find that their text was the necd of the people and the hour-they
dealt with every phase of hfe, borrowed illustrations from surrounding things
and passing :events, and judged men, and warned them, and advised thern
according ta the teachings of eternal truth and righteou&ness. Whoever may
came ta captivate us by beauty of life and power of speech, Christ ivili ever
remain the most complete man and the greatest preacher the world has ever seen.
And if you read Christ's sermons, His parables and speeches, you cannot fail
ta be rtruick wvith His marvellous appreciatian of the times in which He lived-
of the kind of peopîle ta whomn He spoke, and of the nature of their ne-eds.
The c orn wavîng ripe and yellow ini the autumui breeze-the water gleaming at
the hattami of a well -the birds filling the sky with great anthems-the sbrink-
ing child, clinging ta its mother's arm with sweet unconsciaus trust-each gave
IIim a text, and from each He preached great sermons, every word of which
was full of lleitvcn's lave and trutlî, and aIl of whichi ient homeé ta the heart
of His hearers winged ivith bcauty frorn the loveliness of His own lîfe. You
remember îvith wvlat directness IHe preachcd ta the Pharisees, and the Scribes,
and the wivonan of Samnaria, ta Nicodemus, and the young man who wanted
lîcaven at litHoe cast !He spoke for the need and the hour, and declared a
living gospel of powver and peace ta living men and women. I arn going ta try
and follow that Divine example in nîy sermon ta young men to.night. , amn
fat goiîîg ta tell tlîe story of Some Hebrewv youth, and ask you ta copy the
original-for, so far as iny awn experience gaes, the intelligent hearer of such
sermons occupies hinisif-if lic dacs flot amuse himself-with drawing coin-
parisolis and contrasts in lus own mi, and pravirîg ta himself how utterly the
cases are I.unlike, and how the principles which applied ta the onc cannot be
applied ta the other. I will avoid that as far as I can, and speak ta and for
your life hecre and now.

And ta begin at the beginning-yaour life and work in the world. For that
is first. "Iliat is not first ivhiclî is spuiritual," said the Apastle, Il but that
which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual." The first need af
which we are consciaus is thîe need for food. When I speak ta yotung rnen rny
intention is tô apply myself ta those who have taken possession of thermselves
-- have enîcrged fromn chîildhood and broken away fromn leading-strings-have
entcrcd the ivorld's great arena cf conflit-in a word, have undertaken for
tlîemnselvcs, yet who do not allaîv that their ways are irrevocably settled-that
their calling ini life lias been prc-detcrmined, and that thcy have only ta follow
an the blind impulses of eacb day. In childhood and.early yauth, of course,
Ive are mnere creatures of circumnstances-a handful of driftweed thrown out on
the flowving river cf time. The young life breaks for-th like a spring that
bursts up in a field and says: Here I amn, what can you do with me P
where shahl I run and whîat shall I do? quench some traveller's thirst, naurish
some bit cf maoss, or destroy saine creeping thing? And in those days the
streani cf life mus~t riîn inta vhiatevcr channel it can find, irresponsible as ta
the ivay, uindetermîined as ta the cnd. But there cames a trne when youth
breaks inta nîanhood - wlien eaclî anc stands on the crest of a hill, looks back
o1n te îvinding îvays lie lias been led, and on upon the %vays lie must travel.
XVhat lias been done by hini and for him cannat be undone-the past must
stand;. but from that point lie may clîoosc for himself how and where he will
walk. Sametimes a certain path seems marked out of necessity for a young
mali. Outside influences are brauglit ta bear upon him; the pressing need for
providiîîg life îvith ways and means condernn spirits ta undertake most irksorne
aud unwelcomc tasks. Vcry ofteîî that continues, and men find themselves
through life daing that for wvlich they have lior mind nor heart. But that is
oing ta personal weakness-to a lack cf force of character and decision of
ivill. It sccrns ta me tlîat anc may bring himiself t*o a deciding paint in this
importanît niatter cf work for bread and comfart; lie may take thé measure of
his own capacities, the power of his own personality, and then undertake the
wvork for whichi hc is bcst fitted. TI'le Lard neyer intended, I presume, ta have
anything like a failuire if life. There is work suited for every kind of capacity.
There is no îvork lying undone for lack of a worker, and there is no worker
who need starve and die for want of wqrk. The world is adjusted ta humanity,
and humanity is adapted ta the world. No pair of hands need be idle; na
braîn need give up thinking; lia inventar need imagine the world is nat ripe
for bis inventions; no poet need curb his faumcy for sang; no artist need sigh
and say, IlThe world will flot have flne art productions." The world will have
whatever is worth the hîaving; and the matter of real importance for a man is
ta find wlîat kind cf work lie can do, and then do it. To a young man iL is
nat too late for him ta mend his îvays, and I would say ta each anc of you: If
you have no sort of mind and heart for the work you are doing, make a
desperate effort ta change the nature of it. But ta you ivho are just starting
life, julst lauiehing youirsclf upon the:work and care and trouble of thç worl4,


