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GOOD AGRICULTURAL RESULTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
Fruit Industry is Responsible for Increase în Small Holdings-Number of Sheep and Horse

Doubled ini Ten Years

in î&49 Vancouver Island was formally eiected a British
colony with Victoria as the capital. The first representatîve
asseimbly was convened in x856. The mainland, which now
coflstitutes the greater portion of the province and known at
an early date as New Caledonia, was inl 1858 by an imperial
edict established under the naine of British Columbia with
New Westminster as uts capital. The two colonies were United
under the naine of British Columbia in i866, and the legis-
lature for the united provinces met for the first trne on De-
cember I7th, 1867. On July ist, 1871, it became a province
of the Dominion.

The province has an area Of 226,186,37o acres land and t,-
56o,83o acres water, making a total area of 227,747,200 acres
or 35,5 square miles which is nearly three times the area
of the United Kingdom and z X turnes greater than either
France or Germany. The province has a land area greater
tlas the total area of Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Norway

Mud Sweden combined.
In 1901 the population was 178,657, Of which 88,478, or

49. per cent was rural, while the returns of the last census
shw that 188,796, Or 48.1 Per cent. out of a total population

of 392,480 was rural. As at the date of the census there were
no jncorporated towns or villages in the Province the classi-
fication of the population as urban and rural is nt strictly
comparable with the other provinces where town and village
municipalities exist.

giMmThofsand Fari Holdings.
The number of farm holdings ifl 1901 was 6,730, of which

5,938 contained five acres and over as compareci with 14,07-1
lros of five acres and over, and 4,396 of les than five acres,

ora total of 18.467 holdings in 1911i. The number of hold-
ings of 5o acres and under increased frein 2,086 in 1901 tu
1 J'o n igîîi, whichis a gain Of 427 per cent. in ten years.
The number of holdings over 5o acres was 4,653 in 1901, as
.ginst 7,467 in 1911, a gain of 6o Per cent. in the decade.
'Fhe development of the fruit industry is no doubt responsible
for thse rapîd increases in the number of small holdings.

The ares of improved land in 1911 was 477,576 acres as
ompared with 473,646 acres in 1901. an increase of only 3,93o
acre, in the decade. This small increase is more apparent
fusan real owing to the stricter interpretation given thse terni
sqimproved land" in the 1911 census. In this census only sucb

gesas had been bronght under cultivation and badl produc-
eda crop and were fitted for producing crops were regarded

.. -dqproved land." In previeus censuses no clear definition
wa given of the terni "improved land" with thse result that
sjder this heading were included non-tillable areas and
,,tral meadows used. as pastures.

ogh glillions for Field Crops.
Land in field crops increased fromn 171,424 acres in î9oo
» J,

8 2o acres in 1911. The number of acres under crops
] sglo WaS 214,069, being an increase ini the area under field

crps in 10 years Of 42,645 acres. The land under orchard
ao nurserY increased from 7,5o2 acres in 1901 to 33,6o6 acres
in 19, 1 ; land in vegetables increased froin 2,84o acres to 9,-
,13 acres; land in vîneyards Încreased front z8 acres to 309

Thes acreage under small fruits, which in igoî was in-
.,ddwith vegetables, îs placed in this census at z ,28o acres.
While tue area under grain crons fell from 56,,979 acres in

190to 47,402 acres in. igîo the land under hay and clover
a", ailfalfa increased froin 102,751 acres in 19o0 to 137,058

acre In90i, and thse land devoted to hoed crops rose from
lx64in 1900 tO 29,609 acres in 1910. For 1911 the area

.. e, grain cropa was 67,462 acres, under grasses 141,776
isnder hoed crops 3o,582 acres, being increases of 2o,-

00acres, of 4,718 acres and <)73 acres respectively in one

regi se statistics of horticulture show that there were in-
ini thse nuinher of bearing and nonbargfuites

00 i thse production of fruit for 1910 over zgoo. This is
1eilynoticeable in non-bearing trees which represent thse

;,scemnent made in more recent years.
Thie average yield per acre for grain crops in 1910 does

Do 1 thse whole show any wide dîlferences front tise figures
of th previous census.

'The total value of field crops, vegetables and fruits in
Irr was $9,619,281 as against *3,536,371 inii î9o, being an

oktaeper holding for thse last census cf $520.88 as compared
Wit $524473 in the previous one, Tise large acreage repre-
dete by non-bearing fruit trees, indicates thse setting out

of ncw orchards and not being producing, the consequence
îs that the average value of f arm producta Per holding is
kept down.
Horses and Shmsp Doubisd ln Numbers.

The sîatistics of live stock for 1911 places the number of
hoises ai 57,415, Of milch cows at 33,953, of uther horned cattle
ai 105,230, Of sheep ai 39,272, Of -Swine ai 33,Oo4, of turkeys
at 8,926, of geese ai 6,8o8, of ducks ai 27,898 and of hiens and
chickens at 967,848 as compared with 37,325 horses, 24,535
inîlch cOws, 100,467 borncd cattle, 33,350 sheeP,*41,419 swiIie,
21790 turkeYs, 3,786 geese, 0,371 ducks and 346,480 hiens and
chickens in 1901t. The figures show increases for aIl classes
of anîmais excepi swine. The number of pure-bred borses
and of sheep have more than doubled in tUne decade, and an
increase of 6ç per cent is shown in the nuinher of pure-bred
cattle.

Thse average value of horses in 1911 was $136, of milcs
cows $58.88, of other horned cattle $28.56, of sheep $6.71, Of
swine *10.75, as compared with an average value for 1901 of
$ss for horses, Of $43-22 for rnilch cows, of $23.83 for other
horned cattle, of $s for sheep, and of $6.55 for swine. The
total value of live stock in 1911i was $14,135,477 against a
total value of *6,184,313 in 1901.

Thse value of live stock sold in 1910 was $3,296,647 which
is an increase of 82,86o.853 or 656 per cent. over the figures
of ten years ago. The value of animaIs slaughtered on the
farta rose froin $3o7,397 in 1901 to *413,614 ir ig191. The
value of dairy producîs which was reported ai *$1,,59,993 11n
1901 increased to $2,62o.495 in îgit. There was an increase
in the value of wool Of *10,463 and of eggs ut *l6o1,247.

Cross EsnnetS Farmlng Business,
The number cf weeks of hired labor on thse farta in 1910

was 159,088, and thse value *1,952,875 being an average wage
per week of $t2.28 as against 135,597 weeks in igoo with a total
value Of 81,223,23o anîd an average cf *9.02 Per week. This
is an increase in the cost Per week of farin labor of over 36
per cent. front igoo te îgio.

Thse total value in 1911i of lands owned, buildings, farin
implements and live stock on hand was *17,359,601, vits an
average value per holding of $9,712 as compared with a
total value cf 033,386,886 and an average value Of $4,954 Ifl
1901. The gross returns to the farmers cf the province as
represented by field crops, fruits, live stock sold, dairy pro-
ducts, animais slaugbtered on the farin, wool, cggs, honey
and wax aggregated ini the last census *$17,874,932, Or an
average per holding of $()68 as compared with $5,879,412 anid
an average Per holding of *872. Froin the gross earnings
mzust bie deducted the cost of seeds, of feed for animais and
of labour before the net earnings can bie even approximately
estimated.

HOW IT 18 DONE.

Extract from a report of the Union Life inquîry at
Toronto-

Further along the line cf disbursements the ofical en-
quirer found a bill for $9,525 which had been paid to a Mr.
Vin. Schooling. Mr. H!. P. Evans, corrected thîs sum Up to
$10,500 Mr. Schooling, hie added, was an insurance expert
wiso wrote for varions Englisb papers, chiefiy for Truth and
the Telegram. In addition to bis services along this line,
Mr. Schooling had revised thse prospectus aînd sp ,ent a great
deal of time in its preparatien.

'<To us, in thse colonies," Mr. Masten sugszested, "1that
secins a large suin cf money to expend for sncb a purpose.
Why did you agree to pay il

"I wanted te make the issue a success. I may say he
also isad 'a large meeting among newspaper men and ad-
dreFsed thein. He kept tise inaine cf our stock prominently
before thse papers."e

"It is a lot cf money te pay ont for that purpose,"1 Mr.
Masten continued.

"AnYway, it is what we did,"1 added Mr. Evans.

Twentv..five freigisters carrvinir about S,oooo bushels
of grain cleared from Fort William on November 3o to avoid
having their insurance extended.
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