DISCOVERY O CHLOROFORM.

*The merit of discovering ehiloroform
belonged to RirJames Simpson, the late
distingmished Professor of Midwifery in
the University of Edinburgh. It is
related how Simpson, experimenting as
was his wont on November dth 147,
with unktiown agents in the scarch after
i reliable pain-abolisher, took down n
hottle containing a heavy, clear sweet
smelling liquid, which had been long
known as a chemieal curjosity, and
which had, if I mistake not. been first
made by the distingaished  chemist
Scheele. There were present in Simp-
son’s house with him the latwe Pr. Math-
ews Dunean and Dr, G, Keith. Theyall
three sniffed at the vapor exhaled {rom
the bottle. aud then all three sucees-
sively fell under the able. Professor
Simpson was the first to recover, and
saw Dr. Keith's lees making violent de-
monstrations, while Dr. Dunean was
snoring heavily.  The new vapor was
chloroform, and Simpson’s paper was
read on November 1th 15847, before the
Medico-Chirurgical Society  of Eding-
burg, its title bearing that it was a des-
cription of a new anesthetic which could
be used as a substitute for ether.”

“Some ultra-ortho-lox Scotsien, who,
as is their little way, delight to * nail wi'
SNeriptur' ”’ their argum uts and conten-
tions, told Professor Simpson that his
Jdiscovery was in its essence contrary to
the declaration of Haoly Writ.  In pain
andd in sorrow woman has o bring forth
children,  This was Heaven's deeree,
and if Simpson proposed ta use chloro-
form to lighten the pains of labor, he
wonld be nvalidating  the spirit of
cignesis.  But Simpson was equal to the
subtleties of the “ancocmd.”  He
welopted the most excellent rule of ply-
ing them back with another text.  God,
he said, cansed Adam to fall into a deep
sleep when the first snpgical operation
wmentioned in the Bible was performed —
that of remeving a rib for the creation
of Eve. This silenced the Bibhieal
cavillers, and for the rest Simpson
tought a hard battle with the scientific
critics and won.

The relative merits of ether and ch-
loroform have, of course bheen niich
discussed. Sume surgeonsuse amixture
of the two, others a mixture of chlore-
form, ether, and alcobvl. There is a
controversy still pursuing its course as
to whether chloroform is dangerous to
the heart or to the lungs. AT hnow is,
that in the old Ldinburgh days, when
iving chloroform, our instructions were
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suimmed up in the words * wateh the
breathing.” In the South doctors are
taught to wateh the puls= 1 think the
balanee of opinion is swinging to the old
Fdinburgh view of things.  But con-
sidering the thousands and thousands of
cases in which chioroform is annually
administered to patients with every con-
dition of heart and lungs represented,
and having regard to the relatively few
fatalities which occur under skilful
hands, we may all, in this jubilee of
ancestheties, drink a bumper to the
pious memories of the men who toiled
to give to their race the great and price-
less boon of freedom  from pain'—
Science Jottings, by Dr. Andrew Wilson,
—The Hiustrated London News, Nor, 1496,

HINTS.

“Babies need water, water, water, aml
plenty of it."=Dr. C. E. Fisher.

*“There is great danger in fexding chl-
dren too often. More children die from
over-feeding than from lack of food."--
Dr. C. K. Fisher.

A teaspoontul of cream precedny its
vegulur meal is =aid to be a good remedy
tor constipation in infants. .\ little olive
ail ix also a fine remedy for constipation
and one more casily obtained than cream.

“There ix one point to which I desire to
eyll partienlar attention, and T have seen
it mentionad but onee, i.e., the baby shouvld
#lways be fed when in the semi-erect posi-
t\n‘ulx;. never when lying down.”—=Dr. W, S,
SEHIES,

*In cases of diphtheria where there
no longer seems to be any hope 1 have
found Ziveundto act s by enchantment.”
— Dr. Woodward.

Placing the hand over the spot where
pain is felt and letting it get warm there
will often give relief.

Diffienlt urination in old men, necessi-
tating at thmes the use of a eatheter, is
often relieved by five-drop doses of the
tineture Sahal serrulat'a twice a day,

A few drops of Mullrin oil in the car,
or & pledget of cotton saturated with
that remedy stuffed in the ear on going
to bed, will often relieve deafness not
resulting from  incurable defects in the
ear. Itis also a grand remedy for ear-
ache in children.—Evr.
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